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PART-I 
 

ECOTOURISM PLAN 
 

 



 
ECO-TOURISM PLAN  

 
 

 

11.01. INTRODUCTION 
 

 

Eco-Tourism in context of Tiger Reserve is ecologically sustainable nature-tourism, which is 

emerging as an important component of tourism industry. It is distinct from mass tourism, having 

sustainable, equitable, community-based effort for improving the living standards of local host 

community living on the fringes of the Tiger Reserve. Eco-Tourism is proposed to be fostered with 

financial support to the host community through soft loans from Eco-development committees, in 

accordance with site-specific Eco-Tourism plan and carrying capacity of Tiger Reserve. 

 

In recent times, vast changes in eco-tourism policy of the State and Central Government have 

taken place. The Supreme Court of India in its order dated 16th October 2012 in Civil Appeal no. 

21339/2011 directed that States to prepare eco-tourism plan for each Tiger Reserve as per 

National Tiger Conservation Authority’s eco-tourism guidelines circulated vide no. F. No. 15-

31/2012-NTCA dated 15th October 2012. (Annexure No.1) This eco-tourism plan is prepared taking 

into consideration NTCA’s guidelines, State Government resolution no.WLP-2012/C.N. 309/ F-1, 

Mumbai, dated 9th November 2012 (Annexure No. 2) and Ecotourism policy of state declared vide 

Government resolution no.WLP-1002/C.N. 53/F-1, Mumbai, dated 21st January 2013. (Annexure 

No. 3). 
 

 

11.02. OBJECTIVES OF ECO-TOURISM PLAN : 
 

 

As we embark on the journey to enhance and sustain the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, Our commitment 

is to safeguard this precious ecosystem while providing enriching experiences for all who visit. 

Ecotourism, when managed responsibly, offers a unique opportunity to balance the needs of 

conservation with the benefits of economic and social development. It allows us to share the 

wonder of our natural world with visitors while ensuring that our primary focus remains on 

protecting and nurturing the environment. 
 

Our objectives are the guiding principles that will direct our actions and decisions as we implement 

this plan. These objectives are crafted to ensure that every aspect of our ecotourism efforts 

contributes to the broader goals of conservation, community engagement, education, and 

sustainability. 



The objectives outlined here are more than a roadmap; they are a pledge to uphold the principles 

of conservation and sustainability in all our endeavours. I am confident that with the support of our 

dedicated staff, partners, and visitors, we will achieve these goals and secure a thriving future for 

the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. 

 

1. Conservation of Biodiversity 
 

- Protect and enhance the natural habitats of tigers and other wildlife within the reserve. 
 
- Implement measures to minimise human impact on sensitive ecosystems. 
 

2. Sustainable Tourism Practices 
 

- Promote low-impact tourism activities that do not disturb wildlife or damage habitats. 
 
- Develop and maintain eco-friendly infrastructure that supports sustainable tourism. 

3. Community Involvement and Development 

- Engage local communities in ecotourism initiatives to provide economic benefits 
 
- Provide training and employment opportunities for local residents in tourism-related activities. 

4. Environmental Education and Awareness 

- Educate visitors about the importance of wildlife conservation and sustainable practices. 
 
- Offer educational programs, guided tours, and interactive sessions to visitor 
 

5. Waste Management and Pollution Control 
 

- Implement effective waste management strategies to ensure the reserve remains pollution-free. 
 
- Promote the use of biodegradable and eco-friendly products among visitors and staff. 
 

6. Cultural Preservation 
 

- Respect and promote the cultural heritage of local communities within and around the reserve. 
 
- Incorporate cultural education into the ecotourism experience to foster a deeper understanding of 

local traditions and practices. 

7. Research and Monitoring 
 
- Support and facilitate scientific research on wildlife and ecosystems within the reserve. 
 
- Monitor the impacts of tourism on the environment and wildlife, and adjust practices as necessary 

to mitigate any negative effects. 

8. Visitor Experience Enhancement 
 
- Provide high-quality, safe, and educational experiences for visitors. 
 
- Develop interpretive materials and programs that highlight the unique aspects of the reserve. 
 

9. Economic Sustainability 
 

- Ensure that ecotourism activities generate sufficient revenue to support ongoing conservation and 

management efforts. 
 
- Diversify income sources to include eco-tourism, grants, and partnerships.  
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10. Policy and Regulation Compliance 
 

- Adhere to national and international guidelines and regulations for sustainable tourism and wildlife 

conservation. 

- Regularly review and update policies to align with best practices in ecotourism and environmental 

management. 

 

11.03. ECO-TOURISM VALUES, CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES, VISION 

AND MISSION OF SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE 
 

 

The Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (STR) was established on January 5, 2010, becoming the fourth tiger 

reserve in the state of Maharashtra. It spans two protected areas: the Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary 

and Chandoli National Park. Located in the Sahyadri ranges of the Western Ghats, STR is 

characterised by rich evergreen, semi-evergreen, and moist deciduous forests. These forest 

areas are interspersed with several river valleys, including those of the Krishna, Koyna, and 

Warana rivers. On July 1, 2012, the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve was designated a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site during a meeting held in Saint Petersburg, Russia. 
 

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is a biodiversity hotspot, home to a myriad of species beyond the Tiger, 

including numerous endemic and endangered species of plants, birds, and mammals. The 

reserve plays a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance and serves as a vital corridor for 

wildlife movement. Its conservation is not only imperative for the survival of the tiger but also for 

the preservation of global biodiversity. 

 

Values: 
 

1. The core of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is divided into two main sections: Chandoli National 

Park and the Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary. These sections are interconnected by a corridor, 

ensuring seamless habitat continuity. Additionally, the reserve is linked to the Tillari 

Conservation Reserve, Radhanagari Wildlife Sanctuary, and the Kali and Bhadra Tiger 

Reserves in Karnataka through various corridors, facilitating wildlife movement and genetic 

diversity across these regions. 
 

2. The Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is home to a diverse array of wildlife in addition to tigers. 

Prominent species include leopards, wild dogs, sloth bears, gaurs, sambar deer, barking deer, 

four-horned antelopes, and wild pigs. The reserve also hosts rarer species such as the giant 

squirrel, common Indian civet, palm civet, Indian porcupine, jungle cat, and rusty-spotted cat, 

Fan Throated Lizard etc. 
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3. The forests of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve have been designated as an 'Important Bird Area' by 

BirdLife International. This status offers excellent opportunities for tourists, students, and 

scientists to observe and study a diverse range of birds and butterflies. During the winter 

season, the reserve is abode for large numbers of birds, enhancing its appeal for birdwatching 

and research. 

4. The forests of Chandoli and Koyna have been declared Medicinal Plant Conservation Areas 

(MPCA) due to their rich medicinal plant diversity. The Koyna and Chandoli reservoirs, along 

with the surrounding grasslands, forest edges, plateaus, and rocky cliffs (such as the Kokan 

Kada), create a stunning habitat and add to the scenic beauty of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. 

5. The vicinity of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve boasts numerous tourist attractions, including Amba 

and Kumbharli Ghat, Agashiv Caves in Karad, Thoseghar Waterfalls, the historic Pratapgad 

Fort, the hill station of Mahabaleshwar, and Ghera Dategad, known for its sword-shaped well. 

Other notable sites include Sajjangad (the abode of Guru Ramdas Swami) Ajinkyatara Fort, 

and the Khandoba Temple of Pali. Tapola Lake, a hub for water enthusiasts, attracts 

thousands of visitors in the summer, while the Kas Plateau, renowned for its beautiful flowering 

plants, draws nature lovers during September and October. In Satara and Kolhapur districts, 

important tourist attractions include Pavankhind and Vishalgad. These diverse spots, coupled 

with the natural beauty and ecological significance of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, make it a 

prime destination for ecotourism, interpretation, and conservation education. 
 
Challenges: 
 

Human-Wildlife Conflict: Ensuring the safety of both tigers and local communities. 
 

Habitat Degradation: Mitigating the impact of deforestation, poaching, and illegal activities. 
 

Visitor Impact: Managing the ecological footprint of tourism to prevent habitat disruption and 

pollution. 
 
Opportunities: 
 

Economic Development: Providing sustainable livelihoods through employment and 

entrepreneurship in ecotourism. 
 
Education and Awareness: Promoting conservation education among visitors and locals. 

Research and Monitoring: Facilitating scientific research to monitor wildlife health and habitat 

conditions. 
 
Vision: 
 

To establish Sahyadri Tiger Reserve as a model of ecotourism where conservation and 

community prosperity go hand in hand, creating a harmonious balance between human activity 

and natural preservation. 
 
 
 

 
STR Tiger Conservation Plan : 2023-24 to 2032-33, Page 4 



Mission: 
 

To develop and implement a comprehensive ecotourism plan that leverages the natural and 

cultural assets of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, ensuring the protection of its biodiversity while 

providing sustainable economic opportunities for local communities and enriching the visitor 

experience. 

 

The eco-tourism plan will employ a multifaceted approach, focusing on: 
 

1. Zoning: Ecotourism will be divided in to different zones so as to facilitate the tourists effectively 
 

2. Eco-friendly Infrastructure: Developing facilities and services that adhere to sustainable 

practices, including waste management, renewable energy use, and environmentally friendly 

construction materials. 

3. Community Partnerships: Collaborating with local communities to create tourism products that 

reflect and respect their cultural heritage, providing training and capacity-building programs. 

4. Visitor Management: Implementing guidelines and regulations to control visitor numbers, 

behaviour, and access to sensitive areas to minimise ecological disturbances. 

5. Monitoring and Evaluation: Establishing robust systems to monitor the environmental and 

socio-economic impacts of tourism activities, ensuring adaptive management practices. 
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11.04. SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION  
 

 

In accordance with Section 38X of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the state government is 

mandated to establish a Tiger Conservation Foundation for each tiger reserve. This foundation 

aims to facilitate and support the management of tiger reserves for the conservation of tigers and 

biodiversity, and to promote eco-development initiatives by involving local communities in the 

development process. Based on these guidelines, the Government of Maharashtra has approved 

the establishment of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve Conservation Foundation (Annexure No. 4). 

 

Aim and Objectives of the Foundation: 
 

 

- The primary aim of the Foundation is to facilitate and support the management of the tiger 

reserve for the conservation of tigers and biodiversity through multi-stakeholder participation, as 

per approved management plan. It also aims to support similar conservation initiatives in adjoining 

landscapes, in alignment with national and state legislations. 

- The Foundation will undertake functions to further its objectives through its implementing 

agency and staff. 

- These functions may also be sponsored or supported by the Foundation, or carried out through 

collaboration with other institutions, agencies, or individuals as coordinated by the implementing 

agency. 

To achieve the above said aim, the STR Foundation shall have the following objectives, namely; 
 
1. To facilitate ecological, economic, social and cultural development in the TR and adjoining 

landscape. 

2. To provide support to safeguard the environment in tiger reserve and relevant places in the 

entire region. 

3. To facilitate creation & maintenance of such assets for fulfilling the above stated objectives. 
 
4. To solicit all the support required for various activities of the Foundation 
 
5. To support eco-development, ecotourism, research, environmental education, training 

management. 

6. Anything incidental or ancillary to the above for furthering the. above said objectives.  
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11.05. APPROACH AND ACCESS  
 

 

Providing clear and comprehensive information to tourists about how to approach and access the 

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (STR) is essential for ensuring a smooth and enjoyable visit. Here are 

some steps to effectively communicate this information. 

Major cities around the tiger reserve include Satara, Sangli, Kolhapur, and Ratnagiri. The 

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is located on the western side of the state of Maharashtra. The 

headquarters of the Conservator of Forests and Field Director's office is in Kolhapur city, while the 

headquarters of the Deputy Director's office is in Karad city in Satara district. 
 

Access and Approaches to the Protected Areas and Ecotourism Zones: 
 

• From Satara: The reserve can be accessed via National Highway 48, which connects Satara to 

Karad and further leads to the entry points of the reserve. 

• From Sangli: Visitors can take State Highway 144 to reach the Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary & 

Chandoli National Park of STR. 

• From Kolhapur: The route via State Highway 115 provides direct access to Chandoli National 

Park, another protected area of the reserve. 

• From Ratnagiri: The journey involves traveling through State Highway 78 and then connecting 

to the local road networks that lead to the tiger reserve. 

Providing detailed maps, clear signage, and updated travel information on the official website and 

at tourist information centres in these cities will further assist visitors in reaching the Sahyadri 

Tiger Reserve conveniently and safely. 
 
✤ By Road: 

 

Kolhapur and Karad cities are well connected to the National Highway (Pune - Bangalore). The 

distances from the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve to the nearest cities and neighbouring states are as follows: 
 

 

Sr. 
 

No. 

 

 

State 

 

Nearest 
 
cities 

 
Distance        Distance 

 
upto upto  

Koynanagar Manadur  
    (KWLS)             (CNP)  

 

 

 

Remarks 

  
Pune 195 km 214 km 

Pune-Satara-Karad-Patan-Koynanagar. 
  

Pune-Satara-Karad-Shedgewadi -Manadur      
      

  
Satara 83 km 103 km 

Satara-Karad-Patan-Koynanagar. 
  

Satara-Karad-Shedgewadi -Manadur      
      

  Mahabal 
141 km 160 km 

Mahabaleshwar- Satara- Karad- Patan-Kaynanagar 
  

eshwar Mahabaleshwar- Satara- Karad- Shedgewadi-Mandur     
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Karad 60 km 53 km 

Karad- Patan-Kaynanagar 
   

Karad- Shedgewadi-Mandur       
       

1 MH 
Sangli 128 km 100 km 

Sangli- Karad- Patan-Kaynanagar 
   

Sangli- Islampur-Shirala- Kokrud- Shedgewadi-Mandur       
       

   
Kolhapur 127 km 74 km 

Kolhapur- Karad-Patan-Koynanagar. 
   

Kolhapur- Panhala- Kokrud- Shedgewadi- Manadur       
       

   
Chiplun 43 km 117 km 

Chiplun- Koynanagar. 
   

Chiplun- Koynanagar- Patan- Karad- Shedgewadi-       
       

      Ratnagiri- Sangameshwar - Sawarde-Chiplun -Koynanagar 

   Ratnagiri 126 km 122 km Ratnagiri- Nanij- Sakharpa- Amba- Malkapur-kokrud- 

      shedgewadi- Manadur. 
       

      Belgavi- Nipani- Kolhapur -Karad-Patan-Koynanagar. 

   Belgavi 235 km 204 km Belgavi- Nipani- Kolhapur - Panhala- Kokrud- Shedgewadi- 

2 
     Manadur 
      

KR 
   

Dandeli- Belgavi- Nipani- Kolhapur -Karad-Patan-     

   Dandeli 333 km 302 km Koynanagar. 

      Dandeli- Belgavi- Nipani- Kolhapur - Panhala- Kokrud- 
       

      Goa- Panjim- Kudal- Rajapur- Lanja- Sangameshwar- 

3 GA Goa 370 km 307 km 
Chiplun - Koynanagar. 

Goa- Belgavi- Nipani- Kolhapur - Panhala- Kokrud-       

      Shedgewadi- Manadur. 
       

 

 

• Approaches From other nearest Tiger Reserves/ Protected areas: 
 

STR is also well approachable by road and railway from other nearby tiger reserve and protected areas 

of Southern Maharashtra and India, eco-tourist can well design their itinerary and may combine their 

program to visit different places of wilderness areas of Western Maharashtra eg. Dandeli-Anshi TR 

(KR), Bandipur TR (KR), Radhanagari WLS (MH), Dajipur WLS (MH), Sagareshwar WLS (MH) etc. 
 
Details of Approaches From other nearest Tiger Reserves/ Protected areas to Sahyadri Tiger Reserve:  
 
 

Sr.  
No. 

 

 

State 

 

Tiger  
Reserves/  
Protected 

areas 

 

Distance  
upto  

Koynanagar 
(KWLS) 

 

Distance  
upto  

Manadur 
(Chandoli 

 

 

Remarks 

 

 

Dandeli-  
Anshi TR  

 
 
 

333 

 
 
 

302 

 

Dandeli- Belgavi- Nipani- Kolhapur -

Karad-Patan-Koynanagar. Dandeli- 

Belgavi- Nipani- Kolhapur - Panhala- 

Kokrud- Shedgewadi- Manadur 
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1 KR     Bandipur- Mysuru- Tamakuru- 
   

Chitradurga- Davanagere-Hubbali-       

      Belgavi- Nipani- Kolhapur -Karad-Patan- 

   Bandipur TR 895 858 Koynanagar. 

      Bandipur- Mysuru- Tamakuru- 

      Chitradurga- Davanagere-Hubbali- 

      Belgavi- Nipani- Kolhapur- Panhala- 
       

      Radhanagari- Kolhapur-Panhala- Kokrud- 

   Radhanagari 
182 121 

Shedgewadi- Manadur 
   

WLS Radhanagari- Kolhapur-Karad-Patan-      

      Koynanagar. 
       

      Dajipur- Radhanagari- Kolhapur-Panhala- 

2 MH 
Dajipur WLS 205 144 

Kokrud- Shedgewadi- Manadur 
   

Dajipur- Radhanagari- Kolhapur-Karad-       

      Patan-Koynanagar. 
       

   
Sagareshwa 

  Sagareshwar-Karad- Patan-Koynanagar. 
   

86 77 Sagareshwar- Wathar- Kaletek- Undale-    
r WLS      

Shedgewadi-Mandur       
       

 

• Approaches to Entry Gates: Presently, 06 main tourist entry gates have been opened by STR 

management. The approach to these places is as under. Distance of Entry Gates for Eco-tourism in 

Tiger Reserve from Satara, Karad, Kolhapur and other Nearest towns is as follows- 
 

✤ By Road :  

 

Sr.  
No. 

 
 
 
Nearest City/Town 

 

Kandat ETZ -  
Aarv  

( Koyna WLS) 

 

Bamnoli Munavale 

ETZ - Bamnoli 

(Koyna WLS) 

 

Karvat-Kusavde ETZ -  
Karvat  

(Koyna WLS) 

 

Koyna-Helwak ETZ -  
Rasati  

( Koyna WLS & Chandoli  
NP) 

1 Satara 127 km 39 km 55 km 83 km 
      

2 Patan 111 km 96 km 13 km 21 km 
      

3 Karad 144 km 86 km 48 km 55 km 
      

4 Kolhapur 216 km 157 km 120 km 126 km 
      

5 Chiplun 49 km 150 km 74 km 43 km 
      

6 Mahabaleshwar 74 km 45 km 105 km 133 km 
      

 

✤ By Railway : Satara is well connected with Belgavi (KR), Mumbai and Pune (MH) and 

Nagpur (Maharashtra) with Railway. Chiplun is 45 km away from Koyna is well connected 

with Mumbai to goa rail route. 
 

• Nearest railway stations for KWLS are :- 
 

1. Karad - 60 km. on Mumbai – Belgavi Railway Line  
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2. Satara 30  km. on Mumbai – belgavi Railwaly Line 
 
3. Chiplun  45 km on Mumbai – Goa Railwaly Line 
 

✤ By Air :- Nearest International Airport is Pune which is only 202 km from Koynanagar, the 

Gate way to STR by road and 170 km from place of headquarters of Deputy Director, STR. 

Hence STR is very well accessible to national as well as international eco-tourists. 
 

• Details of Approaches to Entry Gates of Chandoli National Park :- 
 

✤ By Road & Rail :-  
 

 

Sr. No. 

 

 

Nearest City/Town 

 

Paneri Gate - 
 
Dhebewadi 

 

 

Chandoli Gate - Mandur 

 

 

Amba Gate - Amba 

 
1 

 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 

 
 

Kolhapur 113 km 74 km 66 km 

Satara 95 km 103 km 126 km 

Karad 46 km 53 km 76 km 

Sangli 113 km 94 km 99 km 

Ratnagiri 164 km 122 km 67 km 
    

 

✤ By Air: Nearest International Airport is Pune which is only 222 km from Mandur ie Chandoli 

NP the Gate way to STR by road Hence STR is very well accessible to national as well as 

international eco-tourists. 
 
Nearest townships :- 
 

I. Nearest townships for Koyna WLS are Patan (23 km), Chiplun (43 km), Satara (45 km.) and 

Karad (60 km.) Nearest petrol/diesel pumps are situated at Koynanagar, Patan, Satara and 

Karad. Private hotels and restaurants are available at Koynanagar, Patan, Chiplun, Satara and 

Karad. Nearest public telephone, post office, bank facilities are available at Patan (23 km.), 

Chiplun (43 km) from Koynanagar and Satara (30 km) from bamnoli. The government and 

private hospitals are situated at Patan, Chiplun, Satara and Karad. Private vehicles such as 

taxies, jeeps are also available to reach Koynanagar from Patan, Karad and Satara. Koyna 

WLS remains closed for the ecotourism on all Thursdays. 
 

II. Nearest townships for Chandoli NP are Karad (53 km.), Kolhapur (74 km.) and Ratnagiri (122 

km.) Petrol/diesel pumps are available at Shedgewadi (17 km) Private hotels and restaurants 

are available nearby and also at Amba (56 km), Nearest public telephone, post office, bank 

facilities are available at Shedgewadi. The government and private Hospitals are situated at 

Karad. Ecotourists can also combine their plan to visit nearby places during their visit to STR. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STR Tiger Conservation Plan : 2023-24 to 2032-33, Page 10 



11.06. MANAGEMENT ZONING:  
 
 

STR is having core area of 600.12 sq. km and buffer area of 565.45 sq. km. Out of the total Tiger 

Reserve area, at present core area is under the administrative control of Field Director and Conservator 

of Forest, Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. Total area of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve stands at 1165.57 sq. km. as 

notified. 

 

 

The management zoning of the area of STR is as follows:  

 

Sr. 
 

No. 

 

 

Zone 

 

Notification 
 

date 

 

 

Legal Status 

 

Total Area 
 

(Sq. Km.) 
 

1 Core 
21.08.2012 Unified  control, Koyna wildlife  sanctuary, 

600.12  
Chandoli NP 

  

      
       

2 Notified Buffer 
21.08.2012 Unified  control, part of  Koyna  wildlife 

565.45  
sanctuary, forest, Villages, pvt lands etc.     

       

     Total - 1165.57 
        

 
 

 

11.07. ECO-TOURISM SCENARIO OF SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE 
 
 

 

• Sahyadri Tiger Reserve has great potential as eco tourism destination in the state of Maharashtra. In 

2021-22 more than thirty eight thousand tourists were explored the area. After establishment the STR 

visitors from various region are continuously exploring the area. 
 

• At present the tourist accommodation needs are fulfilled by private Homestay, hotels & resorts. The 

Tourism complex is planned to develop at each Gate. Presently tourist resorts at Amba, Koynanagar, 

Bamnoli are well furnished with all the amenities for the tourists. Government PWD rest house 

available only in Koyna-Helwak zone besides government stay is not available at other places. 

Available Govt. rest house, private resorts, home stays from buffer & adjoining region are given in 

Annexure No. 21 

• Presently local community is mainly benefited in eco-tourism activities through engagement as eco-

guides, gypsy drivers, Homestay & by catering; doing works as unskilled labourers in the resorts and 

some are also deployed for protection work in core zone of STR. 
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Safari Timings During Tourism Season :  
 

 

Period 

 
 

Morning Safari  Afternoon Safari  

Entry Exit Entry Exit  

1st Oct to 28/29th Feb 6.30 to 8.00 AM 10.30 AM 2.00 to 3.30 PM 6.00 PM 
     

1st Mar to 30th April 5.30 to 7.00 AM 10.00 AM 3.00 to 4.30 PM 6.30 PM 
     

1st May to 30th June 5.00 to 7.00 AM 9.30 AM 3.30 to 5.00 PM 6.30 PM 
     

 

To promote eco tourism, separate website i.e. www.sahyadritigers.org, is under development providing 

all information about STR. Social handle/pages @sahyadritr needs to be popularised in near future for 

creation of awareness among masses. 
 
 

 

11.08. SELECTION CRITERIA FOR ECO-TOURISM AREA 
 
 

 

I. Identified breeding areas of the important species shall be excluded from the tourism area. 
 

II. Environmentally vulnerable habitats and areas like riparian zones, biological hotspots, caves 

and dens, cliffs and over hangs, salt licks, seepage springs etc. shall be excluded from the 

tourism area. 
 

III. Residence areas of bigger sizes shall be excluded from the tourism areas to create feeling of 

tranquillity. 

IV. If any changes in the wild life habitat will observe/noticed, the tourism shall be stopped in the 

area. 
 
 

 

11.09. LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

A Local Advisory Committee (hereinafter referred as LAC) has been constituted by Govt. of 

Maharashtra vide Government Resolution No. WLP-0523/C.No. 173/F-1 Mantralaya dated 21.09.2023 

(Annexure No. 5 & 6) 
 
• The LAC has the following functions namely:- 
 

I. To review the tourism strategy with respect to the tiger reserve and make recommendation to 

the state Government; 

II. To ensure computation of reserve specific carrying capacity and its implementation through 

periodic review; 
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III. To ensure site specific norms on buildings and infrastructures in areas inside and close to tigers 

reserve, keeping in view the corridor value and ecological aesthetics; 

IV. To advice local self government and state government on issues relating to development of 

tourism in and around tiger reserve. 

V. Monitor half yearly all tourist facilities in and around tiger reserve vis-à-vis environmental 

clearance, area of coverage, ownership, type of construction, number of employees etc. for 

suggesting mitigation and retrofitting measures if needed. 
 

VI. Monitor regularly activities of tour operators to ensure that they do not cause disturbance to 

animals, while taking visitors in to the tiger reserves; 

VII. To encourage tourism industry to augment employment opportunities for members of local 

communities. 
 
 

 

11.10. PRESENT TOURISM MANAGEMENT 
 
 

 

The Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, having many attractions for facilitating the wildlife tourism. Tourists are 

very much fascinated by the scenic natural beauty of this region. Apart from nature and wildlife, the 

historical forts like Vasota, Mahimandangad, Bhairavgad, Jangli Jaygad etc. attracts trekkers and nature 

lovers. Tourists are also come for worshiping the gods to the temples located at Nageshwar, Parvat, 

Chakdev etc. Tourists are also fascinated by the famous Koyna reservoir and its hydroelectricity project. 

They also enjoy the water sports in the Shivsagar lake at Tapola. 
 

Wild animal sighting is more frequent in the existing tourism zone of CNP. tough most of the tourists are 

specially interested in wildlife sighting they are unable to do so due to undulating terrain, low visibility. 

Nature lovers, wildlife enthusiasts and institutional groups also visit the protected area for the study of 

wild flora and fauna. 
 

•  Current facilities : 
 

 Chandoli National Park : 
 

1. Nature Interpretation Centre – An interpretation centre was established at Mandur, the head quarters 

of the Range Forest Officer, Chandoli National Park provides basic information to the visitors 

regarding the local mammals, avifauna, flora, map, sight-seeing places etc. At many occasions, slide 

shows are also arranged here for the visiting school children, students and tourists. recently the 

interpretation centre at Amba is handed over to STR by Kolhapur territorial forest division. It should 

be renovated. 
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2. Information boards & Signages - Informative signages have been provided along the roads in the 

tourism zone. Nature trails are also being maintained for providing informed and interactive wildlife 

tourism. Good and durable quality boards have been used keeping in view of the high rainfall 

conditions. Though there is no separate staff earmarked for tourism, but the bigger groups of 

visitors are provided with the staff members/ daily wage labourers facilitating as eco-tourist guides. 
 
3. Drinking water and Toilet facilities have been made available for the tourists. 
 
4. Watch towers are provided at different places in tourism zone as the attraction points for the tourists. 
 
5. Facility of state transport buses is available up to Khundlapur twice a day up to Mandur at an 

interval of one hour. This facility has been made available after discussing with the local State 

Transport authorities. 
 

 Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary : 
 

1. Nature Interpretation Centre – An updated and a quality interpretation centre was recently renovated at 

Met -indoli near the foothills of Vasota fort accessible from Bamnoli, provides information to the visitors 

regarding the local mammals, birds, butterflies, insects, flora, maps, sightseeing places etc. During 

many occasions, slide shows are also arranged for the school children, in the centre. 

2. Information boards & Signages - Informative signages have been provided along the nature trails in 

the tourism zone. Nature trails are maintained to facilitate for visiting tourists. 

3. There is no separate staff earmarked for tourism, the large tourist groups are provided with staff 

members/ daily wager labourers as eco - guides. 

4. Old temples at historic Vasota Fort and Nageshwar Temple and Chakdev are the attraction points 

for the tourists. 
 
The following data shows the numbers visitors vs revenue generated in TR in past 08 years:  

 

No. 

 

Year 

 

Tourists Visited 

 

Revenue Generated 
 

2 2015-16 37358 ₹ 15,23,045 

3 2016-17 45011 ₹ 16,94,055 

4 2017-18 65200 ₹ 26,09,140 

5 2018-19 62866 ₹ 23,59,165 

6 2019-20 74360 ₹ 32,21,410 

7 2020-21 48511 ₹ 25,53,155 

8 2021-22 38590 ₹ 19,21,505 

9 2022-23 37621 ₹ 51,77,255 
    

10 2023-24 58012 ₹ 70,13,910 
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The entire tourist inflow is yet to be tapped in the CNP & KWLS. Thousands of tourists visit various tourism 

sites particularly in the monsoon season which is yet to be tapped for informed wildlife tourism. 

 

11.11. PROPOSED ECO-TOURISM  
 

 

The proposed tourism plan for Sahyadri Tiger Reserve aims to create a sustainable and enriching 

tourism model that benefits both conservation efforts and local communities. By focusing on eco-friendly 

infrastructure, community engagement, sustainable practices, and strategic marketing, the reserve can 

enhance its reputation as a premier ecotourism destination. The implementation of this plan will require 

collaboration among stakeholders, continuous monitoring, and a commitment to preserving the natural 

and cultural heritage of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. 
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Tourism management in tiger reserve involves a multi-faceted approach to balance 

conservation efforts with the promotion of ecotourism. This ensures that the ecological integrity of the 

reserve is maintained while providing educational and recreational opportunities for visitors. Here is an 

elaboration on the various aspects of tourism management in tiger reserve. 

The present tourism management at Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is designed to create a 

sustainable and responsible tourism model that benefits both conservation efforts and local 

communities. By continuously evaluating and adapting management practices, the reserve aims to 

protect its rich biodiversity while providing meaningful and enjoyable experiences for visitors. Future 

enhancements will focus on addressing current challenges and leveraging new opportunities to further 

integrate conservation and tourism. This comprehensive plan outlines key strategies for infrastructure 

development, community engagement, sustainable practices, and marketing initiatives to establish 

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve as a leading ecotourism destination. 
 
 

 

Ecotourism refers to any type of tourism that is 
 

focused on nature, has a little impact on the 
 

environment,  includes  locals  in  its  planning  and 
 

execution, and emphasises the importance of 
 

educating visitors. Ecotourism is distinct from other 
 

types of tourism because it is reliant on the 
 

maintenance of natural ecosystems so that they, 
 

and  the  cultural  values  they  represent,  can  be 
 

experienced and appreciated by visitors. 
 

The World Tourism Organisation defines 
 

sustainable tourism as “tourism that takes full 
 

account of its current and future economic, social 
 

and environmental impacts, addressing the needs 
 

of visitors, the industry, the environment and host 
 

communities". In the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
 

Development SDG target 8.9, aims to “by 2030, 
 

devise and implement policies to promote 
 

sustainable tourism that creates jobs and 
 

promotes local culture and products”. The 
 

importance of sustainable tourism is also 
 

highlighted  in  SDG  target  12.b.  which  aims  to  
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“Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts for sustainable tourism that 

creates jobs and promotes local culture and products”. Tourism is also identified as one of the tools to 

“by 2030, increase the economic benefits to Small Island developing States and least developed 

countries” as comprised in SDG target. In the Rio+20 outcome document The Future We want, 

sustainable tourism is defined as a significant contributor “to the three dimensions of sustainable 

development” thanks to its close linkages to other sectors and its ability to create decent jobs and 

generate trade opportunities. Therefore, Member States recognise “the need to support sustainable 

tourism activities and relevant capacity-building that promote environmental awareness, conserve and 

protect the environment, respect wildlife, flora, biodiversity, ecosystems and cultural diversity, and 

improve the welfare and livelihoods of local communities by supporting their local economies and the 

human and natural environment as a whole.” 

 

 

Following aspects must be considered for sustainable Eco-tourism in Sahyadri TR 

• Infrastructure Development 

1. Eco-Friendly Lodging: Develop new accommodation options using sustainable materials and 

practices. This includes solar-powered lodges, rainwater harvesting systems, and waste management 

facilities. 
 

2. Interpretation Centres: Interpretation centres with interactive exhibits, virtual tours, and educational 

materials about the reserve's ecology and conservation efforts. 

3. Transportation: Introduce electric/hybrid safari vehicles to reduce carbon emissions. Develop 

and promote walking and cycling trails for a low-impact way to explore the reserve. 

4. Rest Areas and Facilities: Construct strategically located rest areas/dormitories to facilitate 

research and education activities in TR. 

•  Community Engagement: 
 

1. Employment Opportunities: Prioritise hiring local residents for roles such as guides, rangers, and 

hospitality staff. Provide training programs in wildlife conservation, eco-tourism, and hospitality 

management. 
 

2. Cultural Tourism: Develop community-led cultural experiences, such as guided village tours, 

handicraft workshops, and traditional performances. Promote local crafts and products in the 

reserve's gift shops. 
 

3. Benefit Sharing: Implement a revenue-sharing model where a portion of tourism income is reinvested into 

community development projects, such as schools, healthcare, and infrastructure improvements. 

•  Sustainable Practices:  
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1. Waste Management: Establish comprehensive waste management systems, including recycling 

and composting facilities. Encourage the use of biodegradable products and reduce single-use 

plastics within the reserve. 
 

2. Energy Efficiency: Utilise renewable energy sources, such as solar and wind power, to run 

facilities and lodges. Implement energy-saving technologies and practices throughout the reserve. 

3. Water Conservation: Install rainwater harvesting systems and promote water-saving practices. 

Ensure that all water usage is sustainable and does not negatively impact local water sources. 

4. Wildlife Monitoring: Enhance wildlife monitoring systems with the use of technology, such as camera 

traps and drones, to track animal movements and health without disturbing their natural behaviour. 

•  Marketing and Promotion: 
 

1. Digital Campaigns: Utilise social media platforms like Instagram and Facebook to share captivating 

visuals, success stories, and updates about the reserve. Engage with followers through interactive 

content such as live Q&A sessions, virtual tours, and educational posts. 
 

2. Collaborations: Partner with travel bloggers, influencers, and eco-tourism organisations to 

promote the reserve. Offer them unique experiences in exchange for coverage and promotion. 

3. Eco-Tour Packages: Develop and promote special eco-tour packages that include guided 

tours, cultural experiences, and eco-friendly accommodation. Highlight the conservation efforts 

and community benefits of these packages. 
 

4. Events and Workshops: Organise events such as wildlife photography workshops, conservation 

seminars, and eco-friendly festivals to attract diverse visitor groups and raise awareness about the 

reserve's efforts. 
 

•  Monitoring and Evaluation: 
 

1. Visitor Impact Assessment: Continuously monitor the impact of tourism on the reserve's 

ecosystem and wildlife. Adjust visitor numbers and activities as needed to ensure minimal disruption. 

2. Feedback Systems: Implement robust feedback mechanisms to gather visitor insights and improve 

services. Use surveys, suggestion boxes, and online reviews to collect and analyse feedback. 

3. Performance Metrics: Establish clear performance metrics to evaluate the success of the tourism 

plan. These metrics should cover environmental impact, visitor satisfaction, community benefits, and 

financial performance. 
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•  Basis of Proposal : 
 

a) This Ecotourism plan conceived after rigorous discussions & consultations with local    

stakeholders, EDC's, Tourist guides, NGO's, local MLA's & MP's, field officers & staff, local villagers. 

 
b) The majority area from buffer zone of Sahyadri TR have been considered for Ecotourism in line with   

UN Sustainable development goals. considering potential for tourism as Safari, Trek routes, Cycle trek, 

Nature trails including the places of religious, historical and other visitor importance, potential for 

development of tourism complexes and employment generation for local people in Sahyadri Tiger 

Reserve. 

 

c) All activities proposed will be in the interest of enlightened tourism mainstreaming towards the 

wildlife conservation. 
 
d) The suitable spots and routes are to be identified with following considerations : 
 

 Where sighting of wild animals is possible without disturbing them. 

Where the trekking can be allowed without disturbing the pristine habitat. 

 Places of religious/ historical/ other visitor importance in the STR 
 

 Other places of religious/ historical/ visitor importance which are outside/ adjoining the STR, 
but for which entry is through the STR for which eco-tourism is possible. 

 

 Guidelines as per the Government Resolution dated 9th November 2012. 
 

 

11.12. ECO-TOURISM ZONES:  

 

PROPOSED ECOTOURISM ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES IN SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE: 
 
 

Ecotourism Activities: 
 

1. Guided Wildlife Safaris 
 

- Description: Conducted by trained eco-guides, offer visitors the chance to see wildlife in their 

habitat. 

- Types: Jeep safaris, elephant safaris, and walking safaris. 
 

- Benefits: Provides educational insights and ensures safe and minimal-impact wildlife viewing. 
 

2. Bird Watching Tours 
 

- Description: Specialised tours focused on the diverse avian species within the reserve. 
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- Features: Early morning and late afternoon sessions, led by ornithologists or experienced bird 

watchers. 

- Benefits: Promotes awareness of bird conservation and biodiversity. 
 

3. Nature Walks and Trails 
 

- Description: Guided walking tours allowing close interaction with the reserve’s flora and fauna. 
 

- Types: Short walks, day-long hikes, and multi-day treks. 
 

- Benefits: Encourages appreciation for the smaller aspects of the ecosystem, such as insects, 

plants etc. 

4. Cultural Tours 
 

- Description: Visits to nearby villages and communities to experience local culture, traditions, and 

crafts. 

- Features: Traditional performances, handicraft workshops, and home-stay experiences. 
 

- Benefits: Supports local economies and promotes cultural heritage. 
 

5. Photography Workshops 
 

- Description: Workshops and tours specifically designed for wildlife photography enthusiasts. 
 

- Features: Led by professional wildlife photographers, with tips on capturing wildlife and 

landscapes. 

- Benefits: Enhances visitor skills and promotes ethical wildlife photography. 
 

6. Conservation Education Programs 
 

- Description: Interactive programs and workshops focused on conservation issues and initiatives 

within the reserve. 

- Features: Seminars, presentations, and hands-on activities such as tree planting. 
 

- Benefits: Raises awareness and educates visitors on the importance of conservation efforts. 
 

7. Eco-Adventure Activities 
 

- Description: Activities that combine adventure with environmental education, such as zip-lining, 

canopy walks, and kayaking. 
 

- Features: Focus on minimal environmental impact and safety. 
 

- Benefits: Attracts adventure enthusiasts while promoting eco-friendly tourism. 
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Ecotourism Facilities: 
 

1. Interpretation Centres 
 

- Description: Information hubs providing educational exhibits, brochures, maps, and guides about 
 

the reserve. Centres focused on educating visitors about the local ecosystem, wildlife, and 

conservation efforts. 

- Features: Interactive displays, audio-visual presentations, and souvenir shops. 
 

- Benefits: Enhances visitor knowledge. Deepens visitor understanding of the reserve’s biodiversity. 
 
2. Eco-Camps 
 

- Description: Accommodation facilities designed with sustainable practices. 
 

- Features: Solar power, rainwater harvesting, waste recycling, and use of local materials. 
 

- Benefits: Minimises environmental impact and provides comfortable lodging options. 
 
3. Sustainable Transport Options 
 

- Description: Eco-friendly transportation within the reserve. 
 

- Types: Electric safari vehicles, bicycles, and solar-powered boats. 
 

- Benefits: Reduces carbon footprint and noise pollution. 
 
4. Rest Areas and Observation Points 
 

- Description: Designated spots for visitors to rest and enjoy the scenery. 
 

- Features: Benches, shade structures, water stations, and watch towers. 
 

- Benefits: Provides safe and comfortable spots for relaxation and wildlife viewing. 
 
5. Community-Run Facilities 
 

- Description: Enterprises managed by local communities, such as restaurants, and souvenir/craft 

shops. 

- Features: Traditional decor, local cuisine, and handmade crafts. 
 

- Benefits: Promotes local culture and provides economic benefits to the community. 
 
6. Research Stations 
 

- Description: Facilities for scientific research and monitoring within the reserve. 
 

- Features: Laboratories, field equipment, and accommodation for researchers. 
 

- Benefits: Supports ongoing conservation research and initiatives. 
 
7. Waste Management Systems  
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- Description: Facilities and systems for proper waste disposal and recycling. 
 

- Features: Composting toilets, recycling bins, and waste segregation. 
 

- Benefits: Ensures cleanliness and minimises environmental impact. 
 

8. Renewable Energy Installations 
 

- Description: Infrastructure to harness renewable energy sources. 
 

- Types: Solar panels, wind turbines, and bioenergy units. 
 

- Benefits: Reduces reliance on fossil fuels and promotes sustainable energy use. 
 
 

 

The comprehensive range of ecotourism activities and facilities at Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is 

designed to provide enriching experiences for visitors while ensuring the protection and preservation 

of the reserve's natural and cultural heritage. By promoting sustainable practices and involving local 

communities, the reserve aims to create a model of ecotourism that benefits both people and wildlife. 
 

Tourism zoning is a strategic tool used to manage and regulate tourism activities within Tiger 

Reserve. By delineating specific areas for different types of tourism and related activities, zoning 

ensures that the environmental impact is minimised, wildlife habitats are protected, and the visitor 

experience is enhanced. This approach balances the needs of conservation, tourism, and local 

communities, making it a cornerstone of sustainable management in the reserve. Tourism zones are 

carved out meticulously to ensure least possible disturbance to the ecological environment of the 

Tiger Reserve. The tourism zone covers land intended for a variety of tourist activities, facilities and 

places. Services and facilities, including tourist accommodation, souvenir shops, restaurants and 

entertainment, may also be located in this zone. 

 

 

Following are the proposed zones with entry gate location :  
 

Sr. 
Name of the Zone Zone No. Gate location No 

   

.    

1 Kandat Ecotourism Zone Zone Number 1 Aarav, Tal-Mahabaleshwar, Dist- 
    

2 Bamnoli-Munawale Ecotourism Zone Number 2 Bamnoli,Tal- Jawali, Dist-Satara 
    

3 Karvat-Kusavde Ecotourism Zone Zone Number 3 Karvat, Tal-Patan, Dist-Satara 
    

4 Koyna-Helwak Ecotourism zone Zone Number 4 Koyna, Tal-Patan, Dist-Satara 
    

5 Paneri-Bhosgaon Ecotourism zone Zone Number 5 Paneri, Tal -Patan, Dist- Satara 
    

6 Chandoli Ecotourism zone Zone Number 6 Mandur, Tal-Shirala, Dist - Sangli 
    

7 Amba Ecotourism Zone Zone Number 7 Amba Tal-Shahuwadi, Dist - 
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Ecotourism Complex in Ecotourism zones: 
 

An ecotourism complex in a tiger reserve is vital for balancing the needs of conservation, community 

development, and sustainable tourism. It serves as a crucial tool for education, economic 

development, and ecological preservation, ensuring that the natural and cultural heritage of the area 

is protected for future generations. An ecotourism complex in every tourism gate is proposed which is 

a gateway for visitors to immerse themselves in the wonders of the natural world while promoting 

sustainable practices and supporting conservation efforts. 
 
Objectives: 
 

I. Conservation Awareness: To educate visitors about the ecological significance of the tiger 

reserve and the urgent need for wildlife conservation. 

II. Economic Empowerment: To generate economic benefits for local communities through 

employment opportunities and support for local businesses. 
 

III. Sustainable Development: To develop eco-friendly infrastructure that minimises 

environmental impact and promotes sustainable practices. 

IV. Research and Monitoring: To facilitate scientific research and continuous monitoring to 

enhance conservation strategies and management practices. 

V. Visitor Management: To ensure a controlled and enjoyable visitor experience that does not 

compromise the integrity of the natural habitat. 

VI. Cultural Preservation: To highlight and preserve the rich cultural heritage of the local 

communities. 

VII. Revenue Generation: To generate funds for ongoing conservation efforts and local 

development projects. 

VIII. Promote Ecotourism: To provide tourists with a comfortable and enriching experience while 

ensuring minimal impact on the natural environment. 

IX. Educate and Engage: To educate visitors about local biodiversity and conservation efforts 

through interactive and engaging experiences. 

X. Support Local Communities: To create economic opportunities for local communities 

through employment and business opportunities related to tourism. 
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Features: 
 

1. Accommodation: 
 

- Eco-Friendly Lodging: The complex offers eco-friendly accommodations, including cottages and 

tents, designed to blend seamlessly with the natural surroundings. These structures utilize 

sustainable materials and green building techniques. 
 

- Home Stays: Local residents are encouraged to offer home stays, providing tourists with an 

authentic cultural experience while generating income for the community. 

 
 

2. Dining Facilities: 
 

- Local Cuisine: Restaurants and canteens within the complex serve local cuisine, providing 

visitors with a taste of the regional flavours. Ingredients are sourced from local farms and 

cooperatives to support the local economy. 
 

- Eco-Friendly Practices: Dining facilities adhere to eco-friendly practices such as waste 

segregation, composting, and the use of biodegradable utensils. 

 
 

3. Educational and Recreational Facilities: 
 

- Nature Interpretation Centre: The centre offers exhibits and presentations on the local wildlife, 

flora, and conservation efforts. Interactive displays and multimedia presentations help educate 

visitors. 
 

- Amphitheatre: An outdoor amphitheatre is used for nature films, presentations, and cultural 

performances, enhancing the educational and recreational experience. 

4. Guided Tours and Activities: 
 

- Nature Trails: Well-marked nature trails guided by trained naturalists provide visitors with the 

opportunity to explore the reserve’s biodiversity. 

- Wildlife Safaris: Jeep and bus safaris are organised to facilitate wildlife viewing while ensuring 

minimal disturbance to the animals and their habitat. 

- Adventure Activities: Activities such as trekking, bird watching, and star gazing are offered to 

engage tourists and deepen their appreciation for nature. 

5. Visitor Amenities: 
 

- Parking and Transport: Ample parking facilities and eco-friendly transport options such as electric 

vehicles and bicycles are provided. 
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- Souvenir Shops: Shops selling local handicrafts, souvenirs, and eco-friendly products are set up 

within the complex, promoting local artisans. 

Infrastructure: 
 
1. Sustainable Design: 
 

- Renewable Energy: The complex is powered by renewable energy sources such as solar and wind 

power. 

- Water Management: Rainwater harvesting and grey-water recycling systems are installed to 

ensure sustainable water use. 

- Waste Management: Comprehensive waste management practices, including recycling and 

composting, are implemented. 

2. Accessibility: 
 

- Inclusive Facilities: The complex is designed to be accessible to all, including visitors with 

disabilities. Ramps, accessible toilets, and other facilities are provided to ensure an inclusive 

experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STR Tiger Conservation Plan : 2023-24 to 2032-33, Page 26 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STR Tiger Conservation Plan : 2023-24 to 2032-33, Page 27 



 Kandat Ecotourism Zone, Aarav Tal- Mahabaleshwar, Dist- Satara : (Zone - 1) 
 

This zone, located in Kandat Valley in the northwestern part of Koyna reservoir & Satara district, 

hosts an ecotourism centre in Arav village. With 16 villages in the valley, it boasts evergreen and 

semi-evergreen forests, drawing trekkers for fort and Devrai treks as well as nature walks. Trek 

routes like Mahimandangad, Parvat, and Chakdev are popular among explorers. Sacred groves at 

Arav, Walvan, and Akalpe harbour rich biodiversity. Authorities, along with EDCs, are planning to 

promote ecotourism in the area, currently without any fees/charges for tourists. 
 
 

•  Tourism destinations : 
 

1. Jungle trekking : Parvat, Chakdev, 

Mahimandangad, Nivli-Utteshwar 
 
2. Nature trails: Shindi-Mhalungewadi, 

Valvan -Ghatmatha 

3. Fort : Mahimandangad 
 
4. Temple : Chowkeshwar temple-Chakdev, 

Jom Mallikarjun -Parvat 

5. Devrai : Aarav, Valvan, Akalpe 
 
6. Other : Chandrarav More Wada- Kandat 
 

 

• Existing Tourism Facilities : 
 
1. Nature trek : Parvat  

 

• Proposed Tourism Facilities & Activities : 
 
1. Jungle Safari 
 
2. Information centre 
 
3. Tent, Youth hostel, Canteen 
 
4. Nature Education centre 
 
5. 3D map & Wildlife statues 
 
6. Information boards 
 
7. Cycle trail 
 
8. Souvenir shop 
 
9. Nature library 
 
10.Safari vehicles 
 
11.Homestay 
 
12.Waiting room for tourists 
 
13.seating arrangement 
 
14.Nectar festival 
 
15.Bird-count 
 
16.Forest bathing 
 
17.community nature conservancy 
 
18.bird & butterfly watching 
 
19. water tourism 
 
20.Nisarganubhav programme 
 
21.Photographers competition 
 
22.Nature education camp 
 
23.Adventure tourism 
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Bamnoli-Munavale Eco-Tourism Zone, Munavale Tal- Mahabaleshwar (Zone - 2)  

 

This zone lies in Satara district. The Ecotourism centre is at Bamnoli village. This zone is famous 

for Vasota fort trek. Thousands of people visit Vasota fort every year. Homestay facility is available 

in Eco Development Committee villages of STR. Tourists can enjoy boating and various water 

sports here. 
  

•  Tourism Destinations : 

 

1. Jungle trekking : Munavle-Umbrewadi, 

Katrewadi-Kargaon  
2. Nature trails: Ambavade-Katrewadi, 

Katrewadi-Pisadi-Kargaon, Umbari-Pushpa 

Pathar, Munavle-Umbariwadi, Katrewadi-

Kargaon  
3. Fort : Vasota (Vyaghragad)  
4. Temple :  Shembadi math  
5. Devrai : Umbariwadi  
6. Water tourism : Bamnoli, 

Shembadi, Munavale, Tapola 

 

• Existing Tourism Facilities :  
1. Boating 
 
2. Trekking 
 
3. Waterfalls 
 
4. Watersports - Tapola 
 
5. Padle boating 
 
6. Ambavade tent house 
 
7. Katrewadi watch tower 
 
8. Met indoli complex 
 
9. Souvenir shop - Bamnoli  

 
• Proposed Tourism Facilities & Activities :  
1. Jungle Safari 
 

2. Information centre 
 
3. Tent, Youth hostel, Canteen 
 
4. Nature Education centre 
 
5. 3D map & Wildlife statues 
 
6. Eco guides 
 
7. Information boards 
 
8. Drinking water 
 
9. Cycle trail 
 

10.Souvenir shop 
 

11.Floating jetty 
 

12.Nature library 
 

13.Safari vehicles 
 

14.Homestay 
 

15.Waiting room for tourists 
 

16.Seating arrangement 
 

17.Forest bathing 
 

18.Bird & butterfly watching 
 

19. Water tourism 
 

20.Nisarganubhav programme 
 

21.Photographers competition 
 

22.Nature education camp 
 

23.Cycle safari, Plateau safari 
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Karvat-Kusavade Ecotourism Zone, Karvat Tal- Patan, Dist- Satara : (Zone - 3)  
 

• The Karvat-Kusavde Ecotourism Zone is located in Patan tehsil of Satara District, on the eastern 

part of Koyna (Shivsagar) reservoir. A proposed tourism complex at the entry point of the buffer 

zone is situated near the picturesque Karvat village. This zone is renowned for its unique plateau 

ecosystem, where the endemic fan-throated lizard is commonly seen, as well as for its windmills 

and flower plateaus. 

• Entry points to the zone are from Karvat on the Patan side and Chalkewadi on the Satara side. 

Visitors can enjoy stunning views of Shivsagar Lake, especially from the sunset point at Kathi 

village. Other notable attractions include the sunset point at Vele and the waterfalls at Kusavde, 

Awasari, and Sandavali. 

• The Van Kusavde plateau is particularly popular from September to November due to its beautiful 

flowers. Tourists can engage in windmill and plateau safaris using 4-wheel vehicles and bicycles. 

Additional attractions include eco meditation points, tent stays, and homestay facilities, to draw 

tourists to the area. 

• Tourism Destinations :  Proposed Tourism Facilities & Activities : 

1. Plateau Safari : Karvat to Vele APC plateau 1. Vehicle Safari 

2. Nature trek: Karvat PH to Ghera Dategad, 2. Cycle Safari 

Vele APC to Dhen-Mayni 3. Nature trail 

3. Cycle safari : Vele-Chalkewadi to Vele, Vele 4. Information centre 

to Kusavde , windmill, Karvat to Kathi. 5. Tent, Youth hostel, Canteen 

4. Waterfall : Dhareshwar, Kusawade (reverse), 6. Nature Education centre 

Sandavali, Dhuilwadi, Misalwadi, Tamakne 7. 3D map & Wildlife statues 

5. Fort : Ghera Dategad, Gunwantgad (Morgiri) 8. Information boards 

6. Temple :  Ganesha & Hanuman temple 9. Souvenir shop 

-Ghera Dategad, Bhairavnath mandir-Tolewadi, 10.Nature library 

Pavnai mandir-Karvat, Dhareshwar mandir- 11.Safari vehicles 

Divshi, Siddhanath. 12.Waiting room for tourists 

7. Devrai : Bhairavban devrai- Bharsakhle, Injai 13.Seating arrangement 

devrai - Ambavne 14.Bird & butterfly watching 

8. Caves : Karvat, Kathi-Avasari 15. Water tourism 

9. View Points : Shivsagar viewpoint (Neckles 16. programme & competition 

point) -Kathi, Windmill point-Kusavde 17.Nature education camp 

10. Others : Tamkane buddhist caves, elephant 18.Cycle safari, Plateau safari 

illusion point,-Karvat, Chandghal-Kathi, 19.Children play area 

Plateaues of Van, Kusavde 20.Adventure sports 

  21.Butterfly garden 
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Koyna-Helwak Eco-Tourism Zone, Rasati Tal- Patan, Dist- Satara : (Zone - 4)   

Tourism centre of this zone is at Rasati village nearby Koynanagar, Patan tehsil of district Satara. 

Large number of Nature enthusiast from various parts of Maharashtra visit this zone especially 

Ozarde waterfall from Navja village. Trekkers from metropolitan cities of India visit this zone 

frequently. they do trekking enjoy Nature walks. Historic forts like Bhairavgad, Jangli Jaygad 

attract many tourists. Trained guides will be available for more information about this region. 
 
 

•  Tourism Destinations : 
 

1. Nature Trek : Jangli Jaygad, Ghatmatha 

Kemse, Ghatmatha-Torne, Nechal-

Bhairavgad, Kemse Ghatmatha-Rasati kuti.  
2. Vehicle Safari : Rasati-Nav-Bhairavgad, 

Rasati-Navaja watchtower, Rasati-torne, 

Rasati-Navjakuti, Rasati-Pazar talav, Rasati-

Gadhav khop-Baje  
3. Nature trail : Ramban, Rasati nursary  
4. Waterfall : Ozarde, Gadhavrai, 

Kondhavle, Ramghal, Humbarali  
5. Fort : Bhairavgad, Jangli jaygad  
6. Temple : Amba mandir-Bopoli, Shiva temple-

Dhankal, Dattadham-Nechal  
7. Caves : Ramghal, Kemse  
8. View Points : Ozar valley viewpoint, 

Sunset point ghatmatha, Humbarali viewpoint  
9. Others : Koyna dam, Biodiversity 

park, Dicholi garden 

 

• Existing Tourism Facilities :  
1. Ecotourism Complex - Rasati  
2. Watch towers  
3. Nature Treks  
4. Pvt. Resorts  
5. Ticket counter  
6. Homestay  
7. Eco guides - 20  

 

Proposed Tourism Facilities & Activities : 
 

1. Nature Interpretation centre 
 
2. Vehicle Safari 
 
3. Cycle Safari 
 
4. Information centre 
 
5. Tent, Youth hostel, Canteen 
 
6. Nature Education centre 
 
7. 3D map & Wildlife statues 
 
8. Information boards 
 
9. Souvenir shop 
 

10.Nature library 
 

11.Safari vehicles 
 

12.Homestay 
 

13.Waiting room for tourists 
 

14.Seating arrangement 
 

15.Forest bathing 
 

16.Bird & butterfly watching 
 

17. Water tourism 
 

18.Nisarganubhav programme 
 

19.Photographers competition 
 

20.Nature education camp 
 

21.Cycle safari, Plateau safari 
 

22.Children play area 
 

23.Adventure sports 
 

24.Butterfly garden 
 

25.Open auditorium 
 

26.Com. Nature Conservancy 
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Paneri-Bhosgaon Eco-Tourism Zone, Paneri Tal- Patan, Dist- Satara : (Zone - 5)   

This historic zone lies in Patan tehsil of District Satara. Tourism centres of this zone are at Paneri & 

Dhebewadi. This zone is famous for Natural evergreen forests, wildlife & historic Paneri Temple. 

tourists can experience scenic landscapes, birds & butterflies. This zone is only 25 km away from 

Karad city. 
  

•  Tourism Destinations : 
 

1. Nature Trek : Valmiki Mandir-Valmiki plateau 
 
2. Vehicle Safari : Bhosgaon-Naikba-

Paneri-Bhosgaon 
 
3. Plateau : Valmik flower plateau 
 
4. Temple : Valmik temple, Naikba temple 
 
5. View point : Vasantsagar point 
 
6. Others :  Vang Marathwadi dam, Mahind dam 
 
 

 

•  Existing Tourism Facilities : 
 

1. Entry gate 
 
2. Drinking water  

 
Proposed Tourism Facilities & Activities : 

 
1. Nature Tourism centre - Valmiki  
2. Nature Interpretation centre  
3. Bamboo kuti  
4. Cycle Safari  
5. Ticket counter  
6. Information centre  
7. Tent, Youth hostel, Canteen  
8. Nature Education centre  
9. 3D map & Wildlife statues  
10.Eco guides  
11.Information boards  
12.Souvenir shop  
13.Floating jetty  
14.Nature library  
15.Safari vehicles  
16.Homestay  
17.Waiting room for tourists  
18.Seating arrangement  
19.Valmiki Ramayan - Vanvatika  
20.Bird & butterfly watching  
21. Water tourism  
22.Nisarganubhav programme  
23.Photographers competition  
24.Nature education camp  
25.Cycle safari, Plateau safari  
26.Children play area  
27.Adventure sports  
28.Butterfly garden  
29.Open auditorium  
30.Community Nature Conservancy  
31.Safari gate  
32.Parking area 
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Chandoli -Manadur Eco-Tourism Zone, Mandur Tal- Shirala, Dist- Sangli : (Zone - 6)  

 

Chandoli National Park of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is very famous destination for nature enthusiasts. the 

lush evergreen patches of forest with ample wildlife attracts tourists. Tourism centre of this zone lies at 

Mandur village at western parts of Sangli District. This zone lies along the Vasantsagar reservoir. 

Tourists as well as people from various walks of life come here for study and leisure. 
  

•  Tourism Destinations : 
 

1. Nature Trek : Zolmbi Sada 
 
2. Vehicle Safari : Jadhavwadi-Zolambi, 

Tambve-Udagiri, Mandur-Nandoli-Janicha 

Amba-Mandur 

3. Plateau : Zolambi 
 
4. Temple : Shevtai temple-Mandur, Vithalai 

temple-Zolambi 

5. View point : Chandoli Dam 
 
6. Nature Trails : Zolambi, Nandoli, bird hide 
 
7. Others : Kandvan water tourism, Chandoli 

dam view 

 

• Existing Tourism Facilities : 
 
1. Ecotourism Centre - Mandur 
 
2. Drinking water, Toilets 
 
3. Ticket counter 
 
4. Pvt. Safari 
 
5. Entry Gate 
 
6. Pvt. Resorts 
 
7. Eco guides - 20 
 
8. Wildlife statues  

 
Proposed Tourism Facilities & Activities : 

 
1. Nature Interpretation centre  
2. Quarters for staff  
3. Vehicle Safari  
4. Cycle Safari  
5. Information centre  
6. Tent, Youth hostel, Canteen  
7. Nature Education centre  
8. 3D map & Wildlife statues  
9. Eco guides  
10.Information boards  
11.Drinking water  
12.Souvenir shop  
13.Nature library  
14.Safari vehicles  
15.Waiting room for tourists  
16.Seating arrangement  
17.Bird-count  
18.Forest bathing  
19.Bird & butterfly watching  
20. Water tourism  
21.Nisarganubhav programme  
22.Photographers competition  
23.Nature education camp  
24.Cycle safari, Plateau safari  
25.Children play area  
26.Adventure sports  
27.Butterfly garden  
28.Open auditorium  
29.Community Nature Conservancy  
30.Parking area 
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Amba Eco-Tourism Zone, Amba Tal- Malkapur, Dist- Kolhapur : (Zone - 7)  

 

The Ecotourism centre of this zone lies in Amba village of Kolhapur district. Picturesque Sahyadri 

mountain landscapes attract many tourists year around. Amba pass to connect Desh (Eastern 

Sahyadri) to Konkan. This zone is famous for Nature tourism and wildlife sighting. Tourists can 

visit nature trails, historic temples, forts & Devrais. 
 
 

•  Tourism Destinations : 
 

1. Nature Trek : Amba Sada-Bormal-

Hanumante-Golivne, Amba ghat-Amba sada  
2. Vehicle Safari : Jadhavwadi-Zolambi, 

Tambve-Udagiri, Mandur-Nandoli-Janicha 

Amba-Mandur  
3. Plateau : Zolambi  
4. Temple :Marleshwar temple, Kalamma temple  
5. Water tourism : Manoli dam, Kerle, 

Ukhlu waterfalls  
6. View point : Manoli Dam, Amba Ghat  
7. Nature Trails : Amba ghat-Amba plateau  
8. Others : Ambeshwar, Udgiri Devrai, 

Pavankhind, Waghdara 

 

• Existing Tourism Facilities : 
 
1. Ecotourism Centre - Mandur  
2. Drinking water, Toilets  
3. Ticket counter  
4. Pvt. Safari  
5. Entry Gate  
6. Pvt. Resorts  
7. Van-Dhan shoppy  

 

Proposed Tourism Facilities & Activities : 
 

1. Nature Interpretation centre  
2. Vehicle Safari  
3. Cycle Safari  
4. Ticket counter  
5. Information centre  
6. Tent, Youth hostel, Canteen  
7. Nature Education centre  
8. 3D map & Wildlife statues  
9. Eco guides  
10.Information boards  
11.Drinking water  
12.Souvenir shop  
13.Floating jetty  
14.Nature library  
15.Safari vehicles  
16.Homestay  
17.Waiting room for tourists  
18.Seating arrangement  
19.Bird-count  
20.Forest bathing  
21.Bird & butterfly watching  
22. Water tourism  
23.Nisarganubhav programme  
24.Photographers competition  
25.Nature education camp  
26.Cycle safari, Plateau safari  
27.Children play area  
28.Adventure sports  
29.Butterfly garden  
30.Open auditorium  
31.Community Nature Conservancy  
32.Safari gate  
33.Parking area  
34.Devrai visits 
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Eco-tourism zones, entry gates and safari /trek route length in core area is given below :  

 
 

S.No. 

 
 

Protected Area 

 
 

Eco tourism Zones 

 

Route length 
 

(Km) 

 
 

Entry gates 

 

1 Koyna WLS Kandat 0 Raghuveer Ghat 
     

2 Koyna WLS Bamnoli-Munavale 19.71 Bamnoli Tourism Complex 
     

3 Koyna WLS Karvat-Kusavade 9.57 Karvat Tourism Complex 
     

4 Koyna WLS Koyna-Helwak 36.14 Rasati Tourism Complex 
     

5 Chandoli NP Paneri 0 Paneri Tourism Complex 
     

6 Chandoli NP Chandoli 64.29 Mandur Tourism Complex 
     

7 Chandoli NP Amba 0 Amba Tourism Complex 
     

 

 The roads that lie within the ‘Eco Tourism Zones’ will be used for the purpose of tourism in the 
Reserve. The total road length is 129.71 kms. Details of roads expected to be used for eco tourism 
purpose is given in Annexure No. 9. 

 

 At a time a tourism vehicle shall be allowed into one zone only and it will not be allowed to visit 
another zone, during a safari. 

 

 Similarly within eco-tourism zone the vehicle shall exit from same gate from which entry has been 
given. 

 

 

11.13. CONSTITUTION OF ECO-TOURISM ZONE IN CORE OF STR  
 

 

As per para 2.2.2, 2.2.4 (IV), 2.2.6, 2.2.7 and 2.2.8 of the Guidelines of National Tiger Conservation 

Authority dated 15-10-2012, conservation of Tiger is the paramount objective of tiger reserve and 

generating public support through regulated tourism is an invaluable tool for harnessing public and 

community support for tiger conservation. Regulated tourism results in enhanced awareness and is of 

educational value especially for the younger generations. Non consumptive, regulated, low impact 

tourism could be permitted within core or critical tiger habitat for tiger conservation. In tourism zones 

where only tourist visits are permitted and there are no consumptive uses; tiger density and 

recruitment does not seem to be impacted. Hence there is an importance of tourism in tiger 

conservation and permitting up to a maximum of 20% of core area or critical tiger habitat usage (not 

exceeding the present usage) for regulated low impact tourist visitation may be permitted. 
 

 The Govt. of Maharashtra vide its notification no. WLP /0913/CR-316/F-1, dated 12/12/2013 notified 
an area of 600.12 Sq Km as Critical Tiger Habitat or Core of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve.  
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 A total area of 33.32 sq. km from core area of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve was identified as Eco-tourism 
zone. Thus, it is apparent that of the total notified core area 5.48 % area is delineated as tourism 
zone. It is shown in Map indicating Eco-tourism zone plan & table above 

 

 The safari routes & treks routes which comes in both buffer & core area and are less than 1 km, are 
considered in buffer area for effective calculation of carrying capacity. 

 

 The entire area of a survey number for vehicle safari was taken to calculate carrying capacity. 
 

 For calculation of carrying capacity for trek routes, 50 m area to both sides of road is taken in to 
consideration. 

 

 Total 20% area of core is delineated as tourism zone. The Minutes of LAC meetings are attached 
as Annexure No. 7 & 8. 

 

 The Eco-Tourism Zone have been identified in all 8 ranges, tourists will be allowed to enter for 7 
eco-tourism zones through all gates. 

 

 At present, less number of private vehicles have been acquired by locals and made available for 
Jungle safari. 

 

 The implementation of new eco-tourism zone will be done after approval of Eco-Tourism Plan by 
LAC and further permission from Chief Wildlife Warden. Allowing tourism, modification of timings, 
closing of part or whole of the any block will be discretionary with Field Director, Sahyadri Tiger 
Reserve (Maharashtra) and will be decided on the basis of safety of the wild animals and any other 
scientific reasons. 

 

 

11.14. REGULATION OF TOURISM IN ECO-TOURISM ZONE OF CORE OF STR  
 

 

 Though 20 % area of core is permitted for low impact eco-tourism following regulations should 
be implemented. 

 

 Core management should not manipulate habitat to inflate animal abundance for tourism purpose. 

 The water holes, cement-troughs should be constructed at least 25 meters, away from road but 

within the visibility range from the road. 
 

 Visitor shall keep a minimum distance of more than 25 meter from all wildlife. 
 

 Cordoning, luring or feeding of any wildlife in eco-tourism zone by any person is prohibited. 
 

 The Private vehicles to be used for wildlife safari have to be registered with STR Foundation. While 
registering vehicles, preference will be given to first EDC then local owner and then others. The 
EDC will be promoted to purchase tourist vehicle by STR Foundation. The vehicle registered should 
be allowed on rotation system and this will be regulated by Management of STR so that all vehicles 
registered with Foundation get opportunity of employment through year.  
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 Conduct of visitors, while inside wilderness areas should be governed by some easy and simple to 
follow set of rules about which the visitor should be clearly and prominently informed before entering 
into forests for wildlife safari. The visitors should also be informed about pros and cons of 
undesirable misconduct. 

 

 To avoid usage of plastic water bottles in and around tiger reserve, purified drinking water facility will 
be arranged in all entry gates of STR. 

 
 

 

11.15. CARRYING CAPACITY  
 

 

Carrying Capacity for Core areas of STR Abstract - Vehicle safari  

 

Sr.  
No  
. 

 

 

Name of the Vehicle Safari 

 

 
Distance  

(Km.) 

 
PCC RCC  

(Physical       (Real 
Carrying       Carrying 
Capacity)     Capacity) 

 
ECC  

(Effective 
Permissible 

Carrying 
Capacity) 

 

 
Area  

(sq.km) 

 

  1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone - 2       

1  Bamnoli to Met Indoli Water Transport 9.77 58.62 39 35 2.65 
         

  2] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4       
         

2 Kolne to Patharpunj to Bhairavgad jungle safari 15.00 120.00 46.17 37 8.10 
         

  3] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5       

3  Jadhavwadi to Janicha Amba vehicle Safari 14.00 112.00 41.98 38 12.67 
         

4  Mandur to Amboli to Nivle kuti Safari 8.00 64.00 16.79 15 5.04 
         

5  Tambve to Nivle to Udgiri Jungle safari 13.80 110.40 41.14 37 7.03 

  Total 60.57 465 185 162 35.49 
          
 

 

Carrying Capacity for Core areas of STR Abstract - Nature Treks  
 
 
 

Sr. No. 

 
 
 
Name of the Nature Trek 

 

 
Distance  

(Km.) 

 
PCC RCC  

(Physical (Real 
Carrying    Carrying 

Capacity)     Capacity) 

 
ECC  

(Effective 
Permissible 

Carrying 
Capacity) 

 

 
Area  

(sq.km) 

 

 1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone No - 2      

1 Met Indoli to Vasota Fort Trek  3.84 46.08 46 41.47 0.38 
        

2 Met indoli to nageshwar temple Trek  6.10 48.80 49 43.92 0.61 
        

 2] Karvat- Kusavde Ecotourism Zone No - 3      

3 Vele to Dhen to Mayni to Vele APC trek  9.57 38.28 38 34.45 0.96 
        

 3] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4      

4 Jungali jaygad Trek  5.51 44.08 44 39.67 0.55 
        

5 Humbarli to Kokan Kada (Ramban)  5.43 43.44 43 39.10 0.54 
         
 
 

 
STR Tiger Conservation Plan : 2023-24 to 2032-33, Page 44 



 
Sr. No. 

 
Name of the Nature Trek 

 
Distance   

(Km.) 

 
PCC RCC  

(Physical (Real 
Carrying Carrying 

Capacity)     Capacity) 

ECC  
(Effective 

Permissible 
Carrying 
Capacity) 

 
Area  

(sq.km) 

 

6 Humbarli to Ghatmatha Trek 10.20 40.80 41 36.72 1.02 
       

 4] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5      

7 Tambve naka to Nivale kuti Vasantsagar trek 10.00 40.00 40 36.00 1.00 
       

8 Lapangruh to Janicha Amba Forest trek 2.14 25.68 26 23.11 0.21 
       

9 Lapangruh to Zolambi plateau trek 1.37 16.44 16 14.80 0.14 
       

10 Nandoli kuti to Janicha Amba trek 4.78 19.12 19 17.21 0.48 
       

11 Janicha Amba to  backwater trek 10.00 40.00 40 36.00 1.00 
       

 Total 69 403 403 362.45 6.89 
        

 

 

11.16. AREA CALCULATION FOR ECO-TOURISM IN STR  
 

Core area of STR (Sq. Km) Area for Ecotourism (Sq. km) % area for Ecotourism in Core 
 

600.12 
 

42.38 
 

7.06 

 

The carrying capacity for safari routes and trek routes has been calculated in a separate annex 

(Annexure No. 13). The area designated for eco-tourism within the core area should be limited to 

current uses, in accordance with the existing management plans for Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary and 

Chandoli National Park. However, there is a proposed plan to accommodate the demand for visits to 

Vasota from Koyna and to establish a circular route from Koynanagar to Vasota, including a water 

excursion. 

 

 

11.17. STRATEGY FOR ECO-TOURISM AREA DEVELOPMENT IN STR  

 

Identification of important spots and routes and their development  
 

There should be a dedicated publicity account on social sites like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, 

Youtube etc. for Publicity of Tiger Reserve. 
 

Separate tourism staff and guides – deployment and 

training Vehicles and launches provision. 
 

Development of the tourism complex in Kandat valley, Metindoli/Bamnoli, Karvat, Koyna (Rasati), 

Paneri/Bhosgaon, Mandur, and Amba with all necessary tourism facilities like Nature Interpretation 

Centres, Youth hostels, Canteens, Toilet blocks, Pay and Park places, Souvenir shops etc. 
 

Promoting Home-stay facilities and public facilities managed through EDCs  in the Buffer zone.  
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Water tourism – to provide the enjoyment for the visiting tourists an enchanting experience of 

sailing on the serene waters of Koyna in Buffer facilitated through the EDCs. 
 

For all the visits inside the STR area, eco-tourist guides authorized by STR authority must 

accompany each group of visitors. Each group shall be accompanied by rhe Eco guide. The 

number of visitors in a group should not be more than 12 persons. No halting inside core area is 

allowed to the visitors. 
 

The review of ecotourism activities permitted will be taken every month by a Range Forest Officer 

in-charge of the area. He will give his report to the Field Director STR suggesting that the sight 

opened for the tourists may be continued or not with necessary reasons and references. 
 

• Protocol : 
 

This restriction initially is exempted for the local villagers residing inside till their village 

rehabilitation is done. 
 

All these check posts shall be managed by the EDCs as per the guidelines and under the control of 

STR management. 
 

Each check posts must have necessary communication means and the necessary Protection Staff 

i.e. wireless base station & 1 Forest Guard with 3 Watchers, where EDCs are not functional. Entry 

permitted only during the time between the sunrise to sunset. 
 

There will be a weekly holiday for eco-tourism on every Monday and if Monday falls on a 

Government holiday, the next working day will be a holiday. This provides opportunity for 

maintaining the vehicles, tourism facilities and the trails clean. Also this provides time for the staff 

and guides to spend time with their family. 
 

The government rest houses will be closed on 31st December and 1st January. Sight seeing – 

water excursions may be allowed. 
 

On the both days of Holi festival, both government rest houses and safaris and water excursions 

will remain closed. (Refer PCCF (Wildlife) letter no. desk 22(7)/3732 dt. 26-12-2012.) No halting or 

stay is permitted inside the core zone of STR. 
 

Entry for the tourists shall by the vehicles provided by the STR management through the village 

EDCs with the eco-guides on the roads designated for tourism. On walking trails, the group of 

maximum 10 persons accompanied by a trained guide will be permitted on designated routes. This 

would ensure safety to the visitors by the wild animals and provide guaranteed tourism satisfaction. 

Also encourages the participation of the local villagers in the tourism management in the STR to 

provide them the necessary livelihood. 
 

Each visitor is required to buy ticket as entry fees with the cleanliness cess so as to keep tourism 

zone plastic free. Use of Paper bags or other eco-friendly material shall be promoted. Visitors shall 
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pay the camera charges at the check post as per the Government rules and Sahyadri Tiger 

Reserve Foundation regulations. 

Binoculars shall be made available by the eco-tourist guide on payment of the necessary charges. 

STR shall promote and encourage the local village Eco-development Committees, initially to hire 

the safari vehicles and later purchase as per funds availability or facilitate to obtain the financial 

assistance by other related departments or facilitate to get loan from the Nationalised Banks or 

providing seed money through STR Conservation Fund. 
 

Adjacent to each entry gate/ Check Post, a unit comprising of a souvenir cum snack shop and toilet 

block for Ladies and Gents earmarked separately shall be operated by the EDCs. These facilities 

should be ensured to maintain hygiene and needs to be well equipped to cater to the visitor needs. 

At the souvenir shops, the visitors shall be provided folders, brochures, caps and other items at a 

price decided from time to time by the STR foundation in consultation with the EDCs. 
 

The revenue generated shall be ploughed back to the STR Conservation Fund and EDCs as per 

the arrangement agreed upon. 
 

The visitor shall be refrained from throwing any polythene inside the STR.  
 

To improve the sighting along the roads, new water holes, watch towers and view-lines shall be 

provided at suitable locations. 
 

The STR Conservation Fund shall facilitate these activities with the active cooperation of the EDCs.  
 

Roads in the tourism zone shall be maintained annually during November - December months.  
 
 
 

 

11.18. PLACES OF RELIGIOUS/ HISTORICAL/ OTHER VISITOR IMPORTANCE IN THE STR  
 

 

The Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is not only a haven for wildlife but also a region rich in cultural, historical, 

and recreational sites. These places of interest enhance the visitor experience, providing diverse 

attractions beyond the natural beauty of the reserve. Key sites include: 
 

- Religious Sites: Various temples and sacred groves within and around the reserve offer spiritual 

experiences for visitors, blending natural tranquillity with religious significance. 

- Historical Sites: The reserve and its surroundings are home to several historical landmarks, including 

forts and ancient caves, which provide a glimpse into the region's rich cultural heritage and past 

civilisations. 

- Other Attractions: Waterfalls, scenic viewpoints, and other natural features within the reserve offer 

additional recreational opportunities. These sites attract nature enthusiasts, bird watchers, and those 

looking to enjoy the serene landscape. 
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These diverse attractions make the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve a multifaceted destination, appealing to a 

wide range of interests and enhancing its value for ecotourism, education, and conservation 

awareness. 
 
 

Sr. No. Name of the place Location 
   

 Forts  

1 Mahimandangad, Chakdev, Parvat Kandat ETZ 
   

2 Vasota (Vyagragad) Met indoli, Bamnoli 
   

3 Sajjangad Karvat-Kusavde ETZ 
   

4 Ghera Dategad Karvat, Karvat-Kusavde ETZ 
   

5 jungli jaygad Navja, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

6 Bhairavgad Helwak, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

7 Prachitgad Helwak, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

8 Vishalgad Amba ETZ 
   

 Temples  
   

1 Chowkeshwar (Shri shailya) Chakdev, Kandat ETZ 
   

2 Nageshwar temple Bamnoli-Munavle ETZ 
   

3 Shree mallikarjun Parvat, Kandat ETZ 
   

4 Shembadi Datta math Bamnoli, Bamnoli-Munavale ETZ 
   

5 Injai Devi Deur, Karvat-Kusavde ETZ 
   

6 Padmavati devi, Dhareshwar Karvat-Kusavde ETZ 
   

7 Shiva temple Dhankal, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

8 Amba Devi temple Bopoli, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

9 Ramban temple Navja, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

10 Mahadev temple Humbarali, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

11 Manai devi temple Torane, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

12 Vagh jai devi temple Helwak, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

13 Shree Datt Dham Nechal, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

14 Valmiki temple Paneri, Paneri-Bhosgaon ETZ 
   

15 Vitthalai temple Chandoli ETZ 
   

16 Shevtai temple Mandur, Chandoli ETZ 
   

17 Udagiri temple Udagiri, Amba ETZ 
   

18 Marleshwar Marleshwar, Amba ETZ 
   

 Sacred grooves/Devrai  
   

1 Aarav, Valvan, Akalpe Kandat ETZ 
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Sr. No. Name of the place  Location 
 

2 Umbariwadi devrai Bamnoli-Munavale ETZ 
   

3 Ambeshwar, Udagiri devrai Amba ETZ 
   

 Waterfalls  
   

1 Munavale, Umbarewadi Bamnoli-Munavale ETZ 
   

2 Sandavali waterfall Sndavali, Karvat-Kusavde ETZ 
   

3 Ozarde, Gadhavrai, Kondhavale, Ramghal, Humbarali Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

4 Ukhlu, Tanali Chandoli-Mandur ETZ 
   

5 Nerle, Marleshwar, Barki waterfalls Amba ETZ 
   

 Plateaues  
   

1 Kusavade flower plateau Kusavade, Karvat-Kusavade ETZ 
   

2 Ghatmatha plateau Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

3 Zolambi plateau Chandoli-Mandur ETZ 
   

4 Amba plateau Amba, Amba ETZ 
   

 Caves  
   

1 Ramghal, Kemse Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

2 Karvat cave, Dhareshwar Karvat-Kusavde ETZ 
   

 Others  
   

1 Nehru Garden Koynanager, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

2 Koyna (Shivsagar dam) Koynanager, Koyna-Helwak ETZ 
   

3 Chandoli (Vasantsagar dam) Chandoli-Mandur ETZ 
    

 

• These spots shall be kept clean and polythene free by involving the local EDCs. 
 

• Permissible approach roads, bridal paths shall be repaired and maintained by the department 

through EDCs. 

• New water holes, watch towers shall be erected based on suitability to increase sighting frequency 

in the adjoining core and in buffer areas of the STR. 

• Annual festival days for the deity to be honoured by the department personnel, necessary help and 

co-operation between EDCs and department to be maintained mutually. 

• No halting or stay is permitted for tourists inside the core zone of STR. 
 

• Those spots which are not the part of Protected Area of STR shall be maintained and developed by 

the respective local JFMCs as per their local customs and traditions in consultation with the 

concerned Forest department authorities (Territorial Divisions). 
 

• These spots shall be kept clean and polythene free by involving the local EDCs. 
 

• Maintenance of these spots including necessary repairs may be done by the respective EDCs.  
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11.19. ECO-TOURISM STAFF AND GUIDES  
 

 

• Tourism Management Staff: Currently, no staff is dedicated solely to tourism management in STR. 

Responsibilities fall to ACFs, RFOs, Foresters, and Forest Guards, whose workloads have 

increased with rising tourist numbers. Effective tourism management requires specially designated 

staff to handle these duties. 

• To start with, 8-10 guides for each of these gates shall be trained and deployed. The number will be 

increased further after deciding the potential and carrying capacity of the area. Separate Tourism 

staff is required, the details are given below. currently 24 guides registered with TR. 

 

The STR Management requires the following staff for tourism management:  
 

Sl.  
No. 

 

Name of Post 
 

No. of Posts 

 

1 Range Forest Officer 
 

2 Forester 
 

3 Forest Guard 
 

4 Ecotourism Manager (Contractual) 
 

5 Nature Ex. Officer 

 
1 
 

2 
 

7 
 

4 
 

4 
 
 
 

 

11.20. VEHICLES AND LAUNCHES  

 

 The local EDCs shall be encouraged to procure and develop the necessary infrastructure as a part 
of ensuring their employment and participating in the eco-tourism management as per the guidelines 
and under the control of STR management. The STR authorities shall provide conducive 
environment and co-operate with the EDCs within the framework of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and 
the eco-tourism guidelines. 

 

 To assess the tourism potential and carrying capacity of Tourism Zone of STR. 
 

 To assess the requirement of vehicles and guides as per the carrying capacity of the tourism area of 
 

STR 
 

 To provide training for the skill up gradation and capacity building for the vehicle/ launch drivers and 
tourist guides. 

 

 To co-ordinate funding sources and help from other departments if required.  
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 The officers of the STR management shall have the powers to take penal action including 
cancellation of permit and license of any vehicle/ launch/ driver/ guide if they fail to abide by the Wild 
life act and regulations of STR. 

 

 The rules and regulations of the related departments such as Forests/ Revenue/ Police/ RTO/ 
Irrigation and other related departments are applicable to all the drivers, guides, boat and vehicle 
owners. Their regulations are to be complied in addition to the permission from the STR authorities. 

 

11.21. DEVELOPMENT OF ECO-TOURISM COMPLEXES & GATES  

 

1. Tourism Complexes: It is recommended that tourism complexes be developed at the major entry 

points: Kandat, Bamnoli, Karvat, Rasati, Paneri, Chandoli (Mandur), and Amba. 

2. Entry Gates: Necessary check posts should be erected at the entry points of the Sahyadri Tiger 

Reserve (STR) along the roads to regulate and control visitor movement. The proposed entry points 

are: 
 

- For Chandoli National Park: Mandur, Paneri, Amba 
 

- For Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary: Raghuveer Ghat/Aarav, Bamnoli, Karvat, Chalkewadi, Rasati 
 

3. Strengthening and New Check Posts: Existing check posts at Chandoli Bk., Niwale, Udgiri, and 

Raghuveer Ghat need strengthening. New check posts are required at Zolambi, Ukhlu, Patharpunj, Nav, 

Koyna (Nehru Garden), Humbarli – Deshmukhwadi Junction, Ghatmatha, Dastan Phata, Vatole, Karvat, 

Kathi Tek, and Chalakevadi to restrict unauthorized entries. 

4. Fee Chart: The entry fee chart, provided in the annexe, should be increased by 10% annually. 
 

5. Tourist Complex Facilities: Each tourist complex should be well-structured with buildings that blend 

with nature and follow landscape-level planning. They should include high-quality nature interpretation 

centres, parking places with a pay-and-park facility, hygienic toilets for both men and women, souvenir 

shops, and youth hostels/dormitories. An area of at least 2 hectares would be required to provide these 

facilities. The buildings should be eco-friendly and harmonious with the natural surroundings. 

6. Reallocation of Unused Areas: Areas not utilised by Irrigation, PWD, and other departments should 

be handed over to STR management (Forest Department) to establish parking bays and other 

infrastructure. From these parking bays, tourists will use local conveyance provided by local EDCs. 
 

7. Vehicle Quotas: The Local Advisory Committee (LAC) will fix the necessary quota of vehicles for 

each village. 

8. Homestay Facilities: Local EDCs and SHGs should be encouraged to develop and maintain 

homestay facilities. Necessary funding for clean toilets and other equipment will be provided through 

EDCs. These facilities, managed by Women SHGs, will offer visitors local food and cultural 

experiences. Canteens/restaurants should also be run by EDCs/Women SHGs. 
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9. Souvenir Shops: These shops will sell and display mementos of STR, local products from SHGs, and 

farmers' goods. The business operations can be transferred to local EDCs with appropriate training and 

empowerment. 

10. Nature Interpretation Centres (NICs): State-of-the-art NICs should be established at the entry gates 

with themes of biodiversity, local culture, and architecture. They should include a small amphitheater 

with a seating capacity of 50-100 for daily nature films and presentations. Initially managed by the 

department or STR Conservation Foundation, maintenance will later be entrusted to local EDCs after 

training. 

11. Youth Hostels/Dormitories: Hostels with a capacity of 25-50 beds, including toilets and kitchen/ 

canteen facilities, should be built for visiting students. The number of visitors should be limited to avoid 

wildlife disturbance. Maintenance will be entrusted to local EDCs after proper training. 

12. Parking and Toilets: Pay-and-park facilities and pay-and-use toilets should be provided for visitors. 
 
13. Water Activities: To enhance the visitor experience, boating on the Koyna and Warna rivers should 

be introduced. This should be done in a way that ensures minimal disturbance to wildlife and their 

habitats, and in accordance with the legal provisions of the Irrigation and Forest Departments. 
 
14. Safari Routes: The routes, primarily passing through the KWLS core zone, have been identified and 

will be managed accordingly. 

15. Water Excursions: These will be permitted through local EDCs, with each route limited to 3-4 hours. 

Unauthorised halting inside STR is not allowed. Safety measures must be observed by visitors and 

EDCs, with strict adherence to wildlife regulations. 

16. Tourism Management Staff: Effective tourism management requires specially designated staff to 

handle these duties. 

 

11.22. DO'S & DON'TS FOR TOURISTS  
 
 

 

Do's: 
 

1. Follow Guidelines: Adhere to all rules and regulations set by the reserve authorities. 
 
2. Stay in Groups: Always stay in designated groups and with a guide if required. 
 
3. Respect Wildlife: Maintain a safe distance from animals. Observe quietly without disturbing them. 
 
4. Stay on Designated Paths: Use only marked trails and roads for safaris and treks. 
 
5. Carry Essentials: Bring sufficient water, snacks, and necessary personal items. Ensure you have 

proper clothing and footwear for the terrain. 

6. Dispose of Waste Properly: Use designated bins for waste disposal. If bins are not available, carry 

your waste out of the reserve. 
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7. Follow Entry and Exit Protocols: Enter and exit the reserve only through designated entry points and 

during the specified hours. 

8. Listen to Guides: Follow the instructions of guides and forest staff at all times. 
 

9. Respect Cultural Sites: Show respect at religious and historical sites within the reserve. 
 

10. Use Eco-friendly Products: Prefer biodegradable and environmentally friendly products during visit. 
 

11. Camera with proper permit is allowed but without flash guns and flash light. 
 

Observing silence, desisting from playing radio or music, tape recorders, mobiles phones and blowing of 

horns etc. 

12. Show your entry pass and identity card if demanded by tiger reserve authority at any time while on 

safari in core. 

13. Take authorised guide for each vehicle after paying fixed guide charges while on safari in Eco-

Tourism zone. 

14. Vehicle movement shall be on designated route. 
 

15. Sticking to the instructions of the guide/forest personnel. 
 

16. Carrying only the bio degradable material and keep a paper bag to put all garbage. 
 

17. Observing rules regulations and orders in force in accommodation areas. 
18. Booking in advance to avail safari inconvenience. 

 
19. Driving at a controlled speed with not more than 20 km/hour and respect the rights of way for wild 

animals and visitors should keep a distance of at least 20 meters from all wildlife. 

20. Showing courtesy, respect and cooperation for tiger reserve rules and staff on duty. 
 

Keep distance of at least 50 meters in between two vehicles while driving in eco tourism zone 
 

Don'ts: 
 

The following is a list of activities that will result in action under the provisions of various laws. Visitors 

are advised to refrain from engaging in these activities, as they may constitute offences under relevant 

Acts and Reserve rules, and could lead to charges of misconduct. 

 

1. Do Not Litter: Avoid littering inside the reserve. Carry your waste with you if no disposal facilities are 

available. 

2. Do Not Feed Animals: Refrain from feeding any wildlife, as it disrupts their natural behaviour and diet. 
 

3. Do Not Make Noise: Keep noise levels to a minimum to avoid disturbing the animals. 
 

4. Do Not Pluck Plants: Do not pick flowers, plants, or remove any natural resources from the reserve.. 
 

5. Do Not Smoke or Light Fires: Smoking and lighting fires, kindling of fire or leaving fire un-

extinguished are strictly prohibited to prevent forest fires. 
 

6. Do Not Carry Weapons: Carrying firearms or any kind of weapon is strictly forbidden.  
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7. Do Not Stray from Paths: Do not venture off designated paths or trails, as it can be dangerous and 

cause habitat disturbance. 

8. Do Not Engage in Reckless Behaviour: Activities such as teasing animals, attempting to provoke 

them, or any other form of reckless behaviour are strictly prohibited. 

9. Do Not Camp Outside Designated Areas: Only camp in areas designated by the reserve authorities 

and with proper permissions. 

10. Playing of music, radio, tape recorder, making unnecessary noises at undesirable volume or 

carrying mobiles and using the reversing horn for vehicles. 

11. Moving in forest area without proper guide is not allowed. 
 
12. Non-following of regulations like getting down from vehicle or bounding other vehicle is not allowed. 
 
13. Teasing, pelting stones, hurling objects etc at wild animals or chasing, yelling at wild animals. 
 
14. Inflicting injuries or cutting of trees, plucking of plants, its parts, uprooting plants. 
 
15. Using camera without proper permission is not allowed. 
 
16. Carrying passengers more than the permitted capacity of vehicle is not allowed. 
 
17. Using flashguns, flashlights in night is not permitted 
 
18. Speeding of vehicle beyond the desired speed limit is not permitted. 
 
19. Do not move in restricted area and after closure period. 
 
20. Do not use perfumes or strong smelling chemicals. 
 
21. Accompanying with pet animals is not permitted. 
 
22. Carrying arms or illegal object is not permitted. 
 
23. Trapping, plucking or carrying off any flora, fauna or their part is not permitted. 
 
24. Indulging in alcoholism or drugs or immoral activities in tourism accommodations is not permitted. 
 
25. Causing disturbance in the tourism accommodations, drawing graffiti or painting on walls, trees etc. 
 
26. Non return or stealing of articles from library, accommodation, museum etc. is not allowed. 
 
27. Do not Cause damage to property of STR. 
 
28. Do not set Camp in forests without proper permits. 
 
29. Carrying plastic bags, water bottles and other plastic packaged food items is not permitted. 
 

30. No use of drone during safari without prior permit. videography without permission is not allowed. 

Additional instructions/terms and conditions for Eco-guides, tourist vehicle driver/owner, tourist & staff 

are framed and attached as Annexure No 11. Violation of any of above restriction will be penalised by 

fine not less than Rs. 500/- and may extend up to Rs. 2,5000/- and also invite the provisions of Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972. In case violation is done by registered tourist vehicle owner or guide along with 

fine, his authorisation to enter Tiger Reserve tourism zone will be suspended for minimum 15 days, 

which may extend up to one month or even permanent ban. Any violation done by tourist should be 

reported to nearest park authority by tourist guide immediately failing he will be treated as violator 
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himself. A letter from Chief wildlife warden regarding penalty for breach of rules by tourist is attached as 

Annexure No 12. 

No new tourist infrastructure (i.e. places for stay, canteen/ restaurants) will be constructed in core zone. 

Any type of tourism infrastructure including toilet block, interpretation centre etc. should not be erected 

on relocated village sites. 
 

 

11.23. REGULATION OF VEHICULAR ECO-TOURISM OF CORE ZONE 

 

Carrying capacity (is the maximum number of tourism vehicles allowed in any day) of each Zone based 

on length of tourism roads in that Zone have been computed as per model attached with NTCA guide 

lines. The Effective Permissible carrying capacity for Sahyadri Tiger Reserve core area is 162 vehicles/ 

day and 362 groups/ per day to move in a total tourism road length of 129.57 Km and the calculations 

are shown above table and in detail in Annexure No. 13. 

 

The carrying capacity for Vehicle safari in Core of STR is given below : 
 

Sr. 
 Total (ECC) 

Online Offline Gate Reserve 
Eco-tourism zones Tourism road Carrying 

No. entry 66% entry 24% Quota 10%  
(km) Capacity      

       

1 Bamnoli-Monawale ETZ 9.77 35 23 8 4 
       

2 Koyna-helwak ETZ 15.00 37 24 9 4 
       

3 Chandoli ETZ 36 90 60 22 8 
       

 Total 60.57 km 162 107 39 16 
        

 

The carrying capacity for Nature treks in Core of STR is given below : 
 

Sr. 
 Total (ECC) 

Online Offline Gate Reserve 
Eco-tourism zones Tourism road Carrying 

No. entry 66% entry 24% Quota 10%  
(km) Capacity      

       

1 Kandat ETZ 0 0 0 0 0 
       

2 Bamnoli-Monawale ETZ 9.94 85.39 56 20 9 
       

3 Karvat-Kusavde ETZ 10 34.45 22 8 4 
       

4 Koyna-Helwak ETZ 21.14 115.49 76 28 11 
       

5 Paneri-Bhosgaon ETZ 0 0 0 0 0 
       

6 Chandoli-Mandur ETZ 28.29 127.12 84 32 12 
       

7 Amba ETZ 0 0 0 0 0 
       

 Total 69 km 362 238 88 36 
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- The separate Annexure on carrying capacity is provided. The distribution of vehicles for each gate, 

for morning/afternoon safari as well as online/offline bookings, will be adjusted by the Field Director, 

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, based on field conditions and requirements. 

- The number of vehicles permitted to enter the core area can be reduced if field post vacancies 

exceed 25%. 

- Currently, light motor vehicles (Jeep/Car and Mini-Bus) are allowed to enter the core zone of 

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (Maharashtra) for tourism purposes. Heavy vehicles, three-wheelers, and 

two-wheelers are not permitted for tourism purposes. 

 

The following regulations are prescribed in this plan for private vehicles entering the core 

area for tourism: 
 

- Presently, all four-wheel light motor vehicles are permitted for tourism until June 15th each year. If 

private vehicles acquired by locals and registered with the foundation do not equal 1.5 times the 

carrying capacity, the Conservator of Forests, Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, may extend this date. 
 
- In the future, only private vehicles and modified canters registered with the Sahyadri Tiger 

Conservation Foundation will be permitted. 

- It is mandatory for vehicles to obtain a Pollution Under Control (PUC) Certificate every six months. 

Any vehicle without a proper PUC certificate will be restricted from entering the Reserve. 

- All vehicles entering the tourism zones of the Reserve must strictly adhere to the emission 

standards of at least Bharat IV norms. Details of Bharat VI norms are attached as Annexure No. 14. 

 

When registering private vehicles (SUV-MUV) or canter-like vehicles, preference will be given first to 

EDC members, then to local individuals, followed by local resorts and others. The number of vehicles 

registered at a gate will be limited to twice the number allowed per trip in the core area. Registered 

vehicles will operate on a rotation system, regulated by the respective Range Forest Officer, ensuring 

all registered vehicles with the Foundation get employment opportunities. The private vehicle 

registration form is provided in Annexure No. 15. 

 

As decided by the Local Advisory Committee (LAC), all private vehicles must register with the 

foundation, paying a non-refundable fee of Rs. 1000/- per year and a Rs. 5000 deposits. The 

conditions for registration are as follows: 

1. The vehicle must be in good condition as per RTO norms. 
 
2. The seating arrangement and overall condition of the vehicle must be satisfactory. 
 
3. The vehicle must have valid insurance. 
 
4. The vehicle must have a valid PUC Certificate.  
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11.24. NATURE TREKS/TRAILS & CYCLE SAFARI  
 

 

Nature Trails 
 

 

• Nature trails are a significant component of the ecotourism initiative in Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. 

They provide visitors with an immersive experience of the region's natural beauty and biodiversity. 

Here are the key features and regulations for nature trails: 

• Guided Tours: All trekking on nature trails in both core and buffer zones must be accompanied by a 

trained guide. This ensures visitor safety and minimises disturbance to wildlife. 

• Ecological Sensitivity: Trails are designed to avoid sensitive areas, such as breeding spots and 

habitats of endangered species. This helps preserve the natural ecosystem and protects wildlife. 

• Education and Awareness: Guides provide educational insights about the flora and fauna, 

promoting awareness about conservation efforts. This enhances the visitor experience and fosters 

a deeper connection to nature. 
 

• Sustainable Infrastructure: Trail infrastructure, such as pathways and signage, is made from eco-

friendly materials. Facilities like resting spots and information boards are strategically placed to 

minimize environmental impact. 

• Limited Group Sizes: Group sizes are restricted to reduce the ecological footprint. Smaller groups 

ensure a more intimate and informative experience, while also protecting the environment. 

• Safety Protocols: Safety measures, including first aid kits and emergency communication devices, 

are in place. Visitors are briefed on safety protocols and environmental guidelines before starting 

the trek. 

 

Cycle Safari 
 

Cycle safaris offer a unique and eco-friendly way to explore the buffer zones of Sahyadri Tiger 

Reserve. Here are the features and regulations for cycle safaris: 
 

• Designated Routes: Specific routes are designated for cycle safaris, primarily in the buffer areas 

such as Karvat-Kusavde Eco-Tourism Zone (ETZ). These routes are chosen to offer scenic views 

and opportunities to observe wildlife without disturbing their habitats. 

• Eco-Friendly Activity: Cycling is a low-impact activity that aligns with the principles of ecotourism. It 

reduces carbon emissions and promotes a healthy, active way of exploring nature. 
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• Guided Tours: Similar to nature trails, cycle safaris are often guided to ensure visitors follow the 

designated paths and adhere to conservation rules. Guides also provide valuable information about 

the local ecosystem. 

• Bicycle Rentals and Maintenance: Bicycles are available for rent at various points in the reserve. 

Maintenance services ensure the bikes are in good condition, providing a safe and enjoyable 

experience for visitors. 

• Safety and Preparedness: Safety gear, such as helmets and reflective vests, is provided. Visitors 

receive instructions on safe cycling practices and what to do in case of wildlife encounters. 

• Encouraging Local Participation: Local communities are encouraged to participate in and benefit 

from cycle safaris. This includes opportunities for locals to work as guides, rent out bicycles, or 

provide refreshments and services to cyclists. 

• Educational Programs: Educational programs and signage along the routes inform cyclists about 

the wildlife and natural features they encounter. This fosters an appreciation for conservation and 

the importance of protecting natural habitats. 

 

Overall Impact 
 

The implementation of nature trails and cycle safaris in the ecotourism zones of Sahyadri Tiger 

Reserve has multiple benefits: 

Conservation Awareness: These activities educate visitors about the importance of conservation, 

fostering a culture of respect and care for the environment. 

Sustainable Tourism: By promoting low-impact tourism activities, the reserve ensures that its natural 

beauty and biodiversity are preserved for future generations. 

Local Livelihoods: Engaging local communities in ecotourism activities provides economic benefits 

and encourages their active participation in conservation efforts. 

Enhanced Visitor Experience**: Visitors enjoy a more engaging and informative experience, 

deepening their connection to nature and increasing the likelihood of repeat visits. 
 
By adhering to these guidelines and continually monitoring and adapting the activities, Sahyadri Tiger 

Reserve can maintain a balance between promoting tourism and preserving its pristine environment. 
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11.25. IDENTIFYING ECOLOGICAL SENSITIVE AREA SURROUNDING TIGER RESERVE  
 

 

No new commercial hotels and resorts shall be permitted within one kilometre of the boundary of the 

protected area or the extent of the eco-sensitive zone, whichever is nearer, except for 

accommodations intended for the temporary occupation of tourists engaged in eco-friendly tourism 

activities. 

 

However, where the eco-sensitive zone extends beyond one kilometre and up to the full extent of the 

eco-sensitive zone, all new tourism activities or expansions of existing activities must conform to the 

tourism master plan and National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) guidelines. Certain villages 

have been identified as ecologically sensitive areas for the establishment of new tourism facilities. 

The revenue authorities should henceforth refrain from granting Non-Agricultural (NA) permissions in 

these villages. 

 

Additionally, the Government of Maharashtra's Urban Development Department's notification 

specifies developing tourism and hospitality services within a 5 km radius from national parks, wildlife 

sanctuaries, and other protected areas. This is attached as Annexure No. 16. 

 

As per NTCA guidelines (para 2.2.4(i)), identification and monitoring of ecologically sensitive areas 

surrounding the tiger reserve are essential to ensure the ecological integrity of the corridor and buffer 

area and to prevent the encroachment of tourism facilities. The forest area and adjoining villages 

connecting Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary and Chandoli National Park constitute an identified corridor of 

vital importance for wildlife movement between these protected areas. This forest area includes the 

territorial Patan Forest Range of Satara Division and Chiplun Range of Ratnagiri Territorial Division, 

along with adjoining forest villages. The NTCA guidelines (para 2.2.4(i)) emphasise the identification 

and monitoring of ecologically sensitive areas surrounding the tiger reserve to ensure the ecological 

integrity of corridors and buffer areas, thereby preventing the encroachment of tourism facilities. 

 

This corridor is particularly sensitive for wildlife movement. The villages of Ghatmatha, Waghne, 

Kemse, Nechal, Durgwadi, Mendheghar, Kondhavle, Helwak, Bopoli, and Pathe are situated within 

this corridor and hence, this area should be restricted for commercial tourism purposes, including the 

construction of tourist hotels, lodges, and restaurants. It should be declared a "No-Go" zone to 

maintain its ecological integrity. 
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11.26. GUIDELINES FOR ESTABLISHING TOURIST FACILITIES 

(NTCA Guideline 2.2.10, 2.2.13, 2.2.14 and 2.3.3 to 2.3.8) 

 
 

Tourism resorts are not permitted inside the core areas, even on privately owned lands.  
 

In buffer zone areas, tourism resorts are not permitted on forest lands or identified corridors and 

should preferably be located on non-forest lands along existing roads. 
 

No new tourist infrastructure (places for stay, canteens/restaurants) will be constructed in the 

core area. 
 

Toilet complexes may be constructed at Rasati tourism complex, Aarav gate, Bamnoli complex, 

Karvat Ecotourism complex, Paneri-Bhosgaon gate, Amba Ecotourism complex, and Chandoli-

Mandur Ecotourism complex to meet the demands of tourists. Any type of tourism infrastructure, 

including toilet blocks and interpretation centres, should not be erected on relocated village sites. 
 

No new tourism infrastructure, except gates, check posts, protection huts, and signboards, can 

be set up on forest land in the notified buffer area. 
 

The existing tourist infrastructure should conform to environmentally friendly, low-impact, 

aesthetic standards, including the use of solar energy, waste recycling, rainwater harvesting, 

natural cross-ventilation, proper sewage disposal, and integration with the surrounding habitat. 

These infrastructures and activities must adhere to all environmental clearances, noise pollution 

norms, and be non-polluting, blending with surroundings. District Revenue and Tiger Reserve 

authorities should ensure that all existing tourist facilities comply with these norms by 30.12.2021. 

All new tourist infrastructure set up in the buffer zone should have a maximum height of 

twenty-five feet (concrete structure only) and feature environmentally friendly, low-impact, 

aesthetic architecture. At least 50% of their energy consumption should come from solar and 

biogas resources. Waste recycling and rainwater harvesting arrangements should be made in 

each facility. The facilities should have natural cross-ventilation and proper sewage disposal 

arrangements, and the structures should merge with the surrounding habitat. 
 

Tourism facilities must adhere to pollution norms (noise, solid waste, air, and water) under the 

respective laws or rules in force. Outdoor high-intensity illumination should not be installed. Lights 

outside buildings should be at a height above 15 feet from ground level and covered on top to 

prevent upward illumination. No music systems or sound systems above 50 decibels should be 

permitted in open areas of any tourist facility. 
 

New tourist facilities in the buffer zone must follow all provisions of existing laws.  
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There shall be a complete ban on burying, burning, or otherwise disposing of non-

biodegradable or toxic waste in the buffer area of the Tiger Reserve. A proper plan for the 

disposal of degradable waste must be developed and strictly implemented. 
 

Asbestos should not be used in any tourism facility set up in the buffer. Existing asbestos 

should be replaced with suitable material. 
 

Barbed wire fencing should not be erected around any tourism facilities. Existing barbed wire 

fencing should be replaced with suitable materials, such as chain link or fixed knot fencing. 
 

All tourism complexes, resorts, home stays, community stays, Government rest houses, and 

canteens/restaurants should not use wood as fuel for any purpose other than small campfires. For 

campfires, wood should be purchased from the Forest Department or FDCM sale depot with a 

proper receipt, which must be produced at the time of inspection by authorities. 
 

All tourist facilities within the buffer zone of the Tiger Reserve should be regularly reviewed by 

the Local Advisory Committee (LAC) for environmental clearance, area of coverage, ownership, 

type of construction, number of employees, etc. The LAC should take appropriate action for non-

compliance and suggest mitigation and retrofitting measures. The LAC should have the right to 

access any tourist facility as and when required. The LAC can constitute a committee of experts 

for advising on norms for tourist facilities and infrastructure to be erected in the buffer zone, 

except in ecologically sensitive areas. 
 

Existing tourism facilities in the core/buffer run by the Forest Department will be renovated, 

landscaped, and refurnished. 
 

Tourist facilities and tour operators should not cause any disturbance to animals in the core or 

buffer zones. 
 

All resorts or operators at tourism facilities in the buffer of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve should, as far 

as possible, employ a maximum number of non-skilled and semi-skilled workers from the same 

village where the facility is situated or from neighbouring villages. The resort management/tourism 

facility management may impart training to local villagers in skill development within one year of 

the sanction of this eco-tourism plan and then employ skilled workers from the same village or 

neighbouring villages. 
 

Suggestions, complaints, and feedback registers should be kept at all gates. The impact of 

tourism will be monitored regularly, and the Field Director will make overall decisions about the 

tourism scenario. 
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11.27. CONSERVATION FEE  
 

 

• As per provision contained in para 2.1.6 of NTCA guide lines dated 15.10.2012 the levy of 

“Conservation fee” from tourism facilities situated in and around tiger reserve. 
  

Sr. No. 
 
Type of Facility 

 
Conservation Fee 

 

1 Home stay by local villagers in their houses -- 
   

2 Community  stays  by  Eco-development  committee  or  Gram -- 

 Panchayat.  
   

3 Any Government undertaking and private resorts up to 10 suits Rs. 500 per suit per month 
   

4 Private resorts above 10 suits. Rs 750 per suit per month 
   

 

• The conservation fee renewed as per Govt GR no. WLP 12/s.no. 309/f-1 dated 9.11.1012. The list 

of all existing resorts with details of suits in each resort in notified buffer which is in operation 

since July 2014 should be prepared by Deputy Director, Koyna and Deputy Director, Chandoli and 

should be published for calling any objection. 
 
• After receiving and deciding objections, the final list should be published as soon as possible. The 

levy of conservation fee (along with arrears if any) will be made effective from 2024. A register to 

that effect should be opened in the office of Deputy Directors and Conservator of Forests 

(Wildlife) Kolhapur should raise demand in writing to the management of individual resort 10 days 

before the completion of the quarter. 
 
• The resort owner/management should remit the fee by demand draft in the name of Field Director 

and Conservator of Forest, Sahyadri Tiger Conservation Foundation, Kolhapur and should be 

payable at Kolhapur and submit to Deputy Director, Koyna & Chandoli, before 15 th of ensuing 

month. Failing to remit Conservation Fee in time will attract penalty that will be 2% of total fee per 

late month or its part. 
 
• The Conservation Fee so collected should be deposited in Foundation account but independent 

account of such fee should be kept. Independent budget of expenditure should be prepared by 

Conservator of Forest for conservation fee and should be sanctioned along with general budget of 

foundation by Governing Body. 

• The fund collected as ‘Conservation Fee’ should be earmarked to address local livelihood 

development, human wildlife conflict management and conservation through eco-development. 

• A sub-committee in the Foundation having representative of tourism industries along with 

representation of concerned EDC should be constituted by Conservator of Forest to administer 

the fund received as Conservation Fee. 
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11.28. ENTRY FEE AND OTHER FEES  
 
 

 

• The rate of entry fees for vehicles, persons, cameras, guides, etc., in the core area can be revised 

by the Conservator of Forests, Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, Kolhapur (Maharashtra), as per provisions 

in the operating manual/rules under the Tiger Conservation Foundation. The governing body of the 

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve Foundation sanctioned rates for the period from 1st October 2013 to 15th 

June 2024. Additionally, the governing body has allotted powers to the Conservator of Forests, 

STR, to increase rates by 10% annually. The tourism rates and entry timing details are shown in 

Annexure No. 17). 
 

• For the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, the governing body fixed a fee of Rs. 300/- for the tourist period 

2014-15 and granted the Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), Kolhapur, the authority to increase the 

guide fee after due assessment. This assessment should be based on the guide's improvement or 

satisfactory performance in areas of knowledge, discipline, cooperation, and participation in 

volunteer programs organised by the administration. 
 

• In the buffer zone area, the rates for vehicle safaris, nature trails, cycle rides, camera usage, watch 

tower fees, and guide fees will be decided by the concerned Eco-Development Committee in 

consultation with the Range Forest Officer, with prior approval from the Conservator of Forests, 

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, Kolhapur (Maharashtra). 
 

• All the above rates should be reviewed annually by the Sahyadri Tiger Conservation Foundation. 
 

• The approved rate structure by Sahyadri Tiger Reserve Conservation Foundation (in the meeting 

dated 06.12.2022) is given below : 
 

✤ Vehicle Safari :  
 

No. 
Name of the Ecotourism Entry fee Pvt Bus/Boat 

  

Zone < 12 yrs >12 yrs Vehicle fee  
      

1 Kandat ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 

2 Bamnoli-Munavle ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 
 ETZ     

3 Karvat-Kusavde  ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 

4 Koyna-Helwak ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 

5 Chandoli ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 

6 Paneri-Bhosgaon ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 
 ETZ     

7 Amba ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150  

 
 

Camera 
 

Camera 
 Camera 

  

(Point & 
(high end) 

 

(DSLR) 
 

  
Shoot)     

₹ 250 

 

₹ 100 

 

₹ 50   

₹ 250  ₹ 100  ₹ 50 

₹ 250  ₹ 100  ₹ 50 

₹ 250  ₹ 100  ₹ 50 

₹ 250  ₹ 100  ₹ 50 

₹ 250  ₹ 100  ₹ 50 

₹ 250  ₹ 100  ₹ 50 

 

 
Guide fee 

 

₹ 250 
 
₹ 250 

 
₹ 250 

 
₹ 250 

 
₹ 250 

 
₹ 250 

 
₹ 250 

 

✤Nisarg Bhramanti Bus Safari 
 

The "Nisarg Bhramanti" Bus Safari Is an Ecotourism Initiative Designed To Offer Visitors an 

Immersive Experience in the Natural Beauty and Biodiversity of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (STR). 

This Guided Tour Aims To Educate Tourists About the Rich Flora and Fauna of the Reserve While 
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Promoting Sustainable Tourism Practices. Below Is an Elaborate Outline of the Nisarg Bhramanti 

Bus Safari: 
 
Objectives: 
 

• Ecological Awareness: To Increase Awareness About the Importance of Wildlife Conservation and 

the Ecological Significance of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. 

• Sustainable Tourism*: To Promote Ecotourism That Minimizes the Ecological Footprint and 

Supports Conservation Efforts. 

• Community Involvement: To Involve Local Communities in Tourism Activities, Providing Them With 

Economic Benefits and Encouraging Them To Participate in Conservation. 

 

Key Features: 
 

1. Route and Duration: 
 

• The Safari Follows a Predetermined Route Through the Most Scenic and Ecologically Significant 

Parts of the Reserve. 

• Each Safari Lasts Approximately 2-3 Hours, Offering Ample Time To Explore Various Habitats and 

Spot Wildlife. 

2. Educational Experience: 
 

• The Bus Safari Includes a Knowledgeable Guide Who Provides Detailed Information About the 

Wildlife, Plant Species, and Ecological Systems of the STR. 

• Educational Materials, Such as Brochures and Maps, Are Provided To Enhance the Learning 

Experience. 

3. Wildlife Viewing: 
 

• The Route Is Designed To Maximise Opportunities for Spotting a Variety of Wild Flora and Fauna. 
 
• The Bus Is Equipped With Large Windows and Sometimes Even Open Roofs To Provide 

Unobstructed Views for Photography and Observation. 

4. Comfort and Safety: 
 

• The Buses Are Comfortable and Adhere to Safety Standards, Ensuring a Pleasant Experience for 

all Visitors. 

• Safety Briefings Are Conducted Before the Safari Begins, and all Participants Are Required To 

Follow the Guidelines Provided by the Guide. 

5. Eco-Friendly Practices: 
 

• The Buses Run on Eco-Friendly Fuel To Reduce Emissions. 
 
• Waste Management Practices Are Strictly Followed, With Provisions for Waste Segregation and 
 

Recycling. 
 

6. Local Economic Benefits:  
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• Local Guides and Staff Are Employed, Providing Direct Economic Benefits to the Surrounding 

Communities. 

• Souvenir Shops and Refreshment Stalls Run by Local Residents Are Set Up at Designated Stops, 

Promoting Local Crafts and Produce. 
 

Regulations and Guidelines: 
 

1. Visitor Conduct: 
 

• Visitors Are Expected To Maintain Silence and Avoid Making Loud Noises To Prevent Disturbing 

the Wildlife. 

• Littering Is Strictly Prohibited; all Waste Must Be Disposed of in Designated Bins. 
 

2. Photography: 
 

• Flash Photography Is Not Allowed as It Can Disturb Animals. 
 

• Visitors Are Encouraged To Take Photos but Should Remain Inside the Bus at all Times for Their 

Safety. 

3. Respect for Nature: 
 

• Picking Plants, Disturbing Animals, or Damaging any Natural Features Is Strictly Prohibited. 
 

• Visitors Must Stay on Designated Paths and Follow the Guide's Instructions at all Times. 
 

4. Group Size: 
 

• The Number of Visitors per Safari Is Limited To Prevent Overcrowding and Minimize Environmental 

Impact. 

• Advance Booking Is Recommended To Manage Visitor Flow and Ensure a Quality Experience. 
 

Booking and Accessibility: 
 

1. Advance Booking: 
 

• Tickets for the Nisarg Bhramanti Bus Safari Can Be Booked in Advance Online or at Designated 

Booking Centers. 

• Booking in Advance Ensures a Spot on the Safari and Helps in Planning and Managing Resources 

Efficiently. 
 

2. Accessibility: 
 

• The Buses Are Equipped To Accommodate Visitors With Special Needs, Ensuring an Inclusive 

Experience for all. 

• Information on Accessibility Features and Support Services Is Provided at the Time of Booking. 
 

• The Nisarg Bhramanti Bus Safari Is a Cornerstone of the Ecotourism Offerings at the Sahyadri 

Tiger Reserve, Combining Education, Conservation, and Sustainable Tourism To Provide a 

Memorable and Impactful Experience for all Visitors. 
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No. 

 
Name of the Ecotourism  

Zone 

Nisarg Bhramanti (Bus Safari)   

< 12 yrs > 12 yrs 

 
Remark 

 

1 Kandat ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

2 Bamnoli-Munavle ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

3 Karvat-Kusavde  ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

4 Koyna-Helwak ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

5 Chandoli ETZ ₹ 200 ₹ 250 

6 Paneri-Bhosgaon ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

7 Amba ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350  

 
1. All rates are inclusive of Entry fee, Bus 

fare, Guide fee & other expenses. 
 
2. Hiring Bus for Nisarg Bhramanti : Bus will 

be available at ₹ 35 / Km with given rates. 

 

✤ Nature Treks & Cycle Safari :  
 

 
No. Name of the Ecotourism Zone 

 
Entry fee 

 
< 12 yrs >12 yrs 

 

 
Guide 

 

 
Remark 

 

1 Kandat ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500  

2 Bamnoli-Munavle ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500  

3 Karvat-Kusavde  ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500 

Guide is 
4 Koyna-Helwak ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500 

compulsory 
5 Chandoli ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500  

6 Paneri-Bhosgaon ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500  

7 Amba ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500  
 

✤ Ecotourism Complex & Butterfly parks :  

 

Indian 
Other than   

Indian 
  

Students Indian Citizen Non Indian 
Students    

    

₹ 15 ₹ 30 ₹ 30 ₹ 60 
    

 
 
 
 

children <5 Remark 
 

0 Other fares applied as per 
₹ Maharashtra forest rules

 

 

11.29. SUBSIDISED VISITS  
 

 

Students visiting Sahyadri Tiger Reserve will be given concession in following way :  

 

No.  Schools within Buffer 

4 

 

100% concession  
   

 
Schools within Tehsils  

of STR 
 

75% 

 
Schools within 

District of STR 
 

50% 

 
 

Schools within 
Other states 

State   

25% 0 
  

 

Students while fostering educational extension activities related to environmental issues, forest and 

wildlife related study want to be enter in Tiger Reserve, the entry fees rate should be subsidised for 

these students. the subsidised rates for people residing in buffer zone may be up to 50% 
 
The subsidised entry will be allowed only after receiving application through proper channel from 

school authority before one month in advance from day of safari to respected Deputy Director, 
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Koyna/Chandoli. The permission will be given by Field director or Deputy Director of STR as per 

availability. School will be accessible only one-time subsidised entry in a year (year starts from 1st 

October and ends on 30th June), If, the same school want to visits once again, they will be charged 

normally (without subsidy). The subsidised entrant will have to follow all the Do’s and Don’t Do’s. 

(Guidelines para 2.2.4 (xi)) 

 

11.30. FOR FOREST OFFICER  
 
 

 

As per Chief Wildlife Warden, Maharashtra State Order no. 1308, dated 11/7/2014, for tourism 

purposes Fee will not be recovered from Forest employees/Retired Forest employees and their 

dependents for three times in one financial year. Annexure No. 18. 

 

11.31. ECO-TOURISM IN THE BUFFER ZONE OF STR  
 
 
 

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve has a total buffer area of 565.45 sq.km. Out of which buffer inside the 

protected area is 141.11 sq.km. and the area of buffer outside the PA is 424.34 sq.km. This area has 

immense potential for tourism. EDCs of villages in and around STR can provide tourism facilities by 

way of home-stay, catering and generate income for lively hood of local villagers. There are many 

private resorts providing accommodation and catering facilities for tourists. They will be regulated as 

per the NTCA guidelines and the eco-tourism policy of the State Government of Maharashtra. 

Apart from The jungle and wildlife, Koyna & Chandoli reservoirs, Historical forts, Sahyadri mountains, 

Valleys, Plateaus, caves, cliffs, Waterfalls, Temples, Devrai, beautiful & picturesque trails and many 

more are areas in buffer of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve having potential to attract tourists. These areas 

will be utilised to provide tourist facilities including accommodation, catering etc. Potential tourism 

spots will be initiated on selected sites. Detailed survey will be under taken and ecotourism will 

promoted in those sites as per NTCA guidelines and State ecotourism policy. 
 

Further, any commercial and pollution creating activity to be taken up in the STR should be 

permitted only after due consultation with the local advisory committee appointed as per Maharashtra 

Government dated 9th November 2012. All such developmental regulations shall be permitted by the 

committee as per the provisions mentioned in Chapter III A of Maharashtra Regional and Town 

Planning act 1966 for the Buffer including migratory path in between Chandoli National Park and 

Koyana Wildlife Sanctuary. Necessary enforcement of the Maharashtra Land Revenue Code 1966 

MoEF guidelines and other laws of the land will continue as it is done in the other forest areas. 
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The Committee will depute and agency to assess existing land use report, existing land use 

map by total station, with draft development control rules (D C Rules) in the areas of tourism 

complexes and area allowed for commercial use in Buffer and Migratory area. 

 
 

 

11.32. ZONE-WISE LIST OF SAFARI, TREK & CYCLE ROUTES IN BUFFER ZONE  

 

Sr.No. Safari Name 
Distance 

(Km.)   
   

 1] Kandat Ecotourism Zone No - 1  

1 Dare to Mhalunge Kandat valley landscape Safari 54.00 
   

 2] Karvat-Kusavde Ecotourism Zone No -3  

2 Karvat Tourism centre to Vele APC Plateau safari 24.60 
   

 3] Koyna-Helwak Ecotourism Zone No -4  
   

3 Koyna to Navja Jungle safari 15.00 
   

4 Rasati to Baje jungle safari 22.00 
   

5 Kemse to Dhankal APC jungle safari 9.40 
   

 4] Paneri-Bhosgaom Ecotourism Zone No - 5  

6 
Valmik Temple to Pandhre pani to Humbarne to Satar Bhairi mandir to Karale to 26.00 

Valmik paneri Forest Safari 
 

  
   

 5] Amba Ecotourism Zone No - 7  

7 Amba to Udgiri Forest Safari 58.08 
   

 Total 209.08 km 
    
 

List of Trek routes & Cycle routes in Buffer areas of STR  
 

Sr.No Nature Trek/Cycle safari Name Distance (Km.) 
.   

 1] Kandat Ecotourism Zone No -1  

1 Uchat to Parvat Trek 3.97 
   

2 Shindi to Chakdev -Valvan Trek 4.17 
   

3 Shindi to  Mahimandangad Fort Trek 1.81 
   

4 Akalpe to Utteshwar Temple Trek 3.79 
   

 SubTotal 13.74 

 2] Bamnoli Ecotourism Zone No -2  
   

5 Umbrewadi to Flower Plateau Trek 1.95 
   

6 Katrewadi to Injaini Devi Plateau Trek 3.31 

 SubTotal 5.26 
   

 3] Kusavde - Karvat Ecotourism Zone No - 3  
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Sr.No Nature Trek/Cycle safari Name Distance (Km.) 
.   

7 Vele Plateau Cycle Trek 13 
   

8 Vele to Kusavade Wind Mill Cycle trek 13 
   

9 Karvat to Kathi Hills Cycle Trek 16 

10 Karvat to Dategad Fort Trek 5 
   

 SubTotal 47 
   

 4] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4  
   

11 Ozarde Waterfall Trek 0.8 
   

12 Kemase To Dhankal APC to Bhirawgad Fort Trek 18.4 
   

13 Dhankal Shiv Temple to Dhankal APC to Kemse trek 9.3 

14 Mendheghar to Kondhavle to Ramghal to Bhairvagad Fort Trek 8.32 
   

 SubTotal 36.82 
   

 5] Paneri Ecotourism Zone No - 5  
   

15 Paneri Check post to Valmik Temple to Valmik Plateau Trek 7.6 
   

16 Paneri Check post to Tulashi Lake Trek 3.5 
   

17 Satar to Bhairi Temple -Zolambi Plateau Trek 2.51 
   

18 Marathwadi Dam View Point Trek 0.48 
   

19 Satar to Zolambi Plateau Trek 6.63 
   

20 Kasani Majur Kuti to Shevtai Temple Trek 8.14 
   

 SubTotal 28.86 
   

 6] Amba Ecotourism Zone No - 7  
   

21 Amba Ghat to Selfie Point Trek 2.15 
   

22 Amba Ghat to Vishalgad Fort Trek 18.5 
   

 SubTotal 20.65 
   

 Grand Total 152 km 
    

 

The Effective Permissible carrying capacity for Sahyadri Tiger Reserve buffer area is 224 vehicles/day 

and 1068 groups/ per day to move in a total tourism road length of 209 km for safari & 152 Km for trek 

routes. 
 
 
 
 

11.33. COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND EMPLOYMENT GENERATION 
 
 

 

There are 91 Villages within buffer area of The Sahyadri Tiger Reserve; out of these villages at 

present 65 Eco-development committees have been formed. The local Villagers from these EDC 
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Villages are currently not so engaged in Eco Tourism activities. Tourist facilities Including Guide, Tent 

accommodation and catering etc. can be provided by EDC Villages. Participation in conservation of 

forest and wildlife is essential to actively involve villages in every eco-tourism activity through EDC’s. 

Women Self Help Groups can well be involved in some of tourist activities. The EDC’s should be 

actively involved in the decision making process related to development of sites, infrastructure, fee 

structure etc. related to eco-tourism. 
 
Activities proposed to carry out in buffer area. 
 

• Villagers (youth) can be trained to work as guides to tourists and can guide them for vehicle safari. 
 
• The Eco-Development Committee of concerned village should adopt some vehicle routes maintain 

it, prevent grazing of their domestic animal nearby these route so that animal sighting will increase 

and ultimately number of tourist visiting will increase. The fee from tourist for safari on these routes 

can be collected by concerned Eco-Development Committee and can be used for development of 

villages. 

• Artisans from the buffer zone villages should be identified and their handicrafts after due training 

and value addition should be make marketable. Souvenir shop to be run by local Eco-Development 

Committees situated at various tourism zones. 
 

 

11.34. MONITORING MECHANISM (NTCA GUIDELINES 2.2.4.(VIII) 
 
 

 

Periodical assessment of impact of tourism on wildlife in core and buffer should be carried out. 

Conservator of Forests Sahyadri Tiger Reserve should arrange every two-year scientific assessment 

of impact of tourism on abundance and behaviour of wildlife by reputed institute. Suitable action 

should be taken to mitigate adverse effect, if any. 

In addition to this feedback form (Annexure No. 19) can be utilised for collecting feedback (about 

Eco-guides & tourist vehicle/driver) of tourist visiting the tiger reserve. On all tourist entry gates 

following registers should be maintained which will be checked by officers on regular basis. 
 
1. Sighting register (To records wildlife sighting by tourist) 
 
2. Vehicle entry register 
 
3. Complaint register  
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11.35. APPOINTMENT TRAINING & DISCIPLINE OF GUIDES AND DRIVERS (NTCA 

GUIDELINES 2.3.3) 
 

 

• The tourist guide recruited should be strictly from villagers within the buffer. Person who is not 

permanent resident of village within core or relocated village should not be recruited as guide. 

Vehicles / Canter Drivers should also be from local villages. 
 

• One training from reputed institute should be arranged every year in monsoon season for all guide 

/ drivers so as that their skill will be polished, their knowledge will be widened. The expenditure for 

training should be met from conservation fee budget. 
 

• The curriculum of the training should be so developed that guides and drivers should get 

acquainted with art, craft and ethics of wildlife tourist. The curriculum should also include 

interpretation, rules and regulations, bird identification and natural history. The training should 

conclude with exam both written and oral. The successful guides / drivers should be certified and 

keep continued in their jobs. 
 

• The guides and drivers should wear uniform with name tags and badges. Every year one set each 

(separate for winters and summers) of uniforms along with shoes, cap etc. will be provided by Tiger 

Conservation Foundation and one set should be arranged by the guide and drivers themselves. 

The colour and pattern of uniform, cap etc. will be fixed by Conservator of Forests. The driver and 

guide both should have different colour and pattern. 
 

• It is also decided by governing body of Sahyadri Tiger Conservation Foundation registration is 

mandatory for all Eco-guides and drivers. Department will arrange specialised training to all guides 

for skill up-gradation. All dress material and other equipment etc. will be provided by foundation 

after registration in STR foundation with a fee of Rs. 100/- per guide/person. The registration form 

for Eco-guides is given in Annexure No. 20. Recovered amount from Private vehicles and Guides 

will be deposited in the account of STR foundation. Prescribed dress code by approved by Field 

Director will follow all guides and guide will accompany tourist vehicle as per roster. Identity cards 

will be issued to all guides by office. In case of violation about tourism rules, guides will be 

punished with a fine from Rs 500 to Rs. 2500/- or suspension as per prescribed in Field Director 

order. In case of violation, Assistant Conservator of Forest will take decision about amount of fine 

to be recovered either from tourist or guide. 

• A periodic assessment of performance of guides shall be reviewed by the LAC before reissuing 

their licenses. The license for each tourism season should be issued every year before 

commencement of tourism season. 
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11.36. ADVANCE BOOKING  
 

 

Advance booking of gate entry should be done preferably online. Online booking system may be 

incorporated by early 2024 on www.sahyadritigers.org & www.mahaecotourism.gov.in or directly 

through MTDC portal. There may be Dedicated Mobile number for ecotourism activities like booking 

and customer care. The total capacity of 66% should be online. 24% should be from gate and 10% 

should be the discretionary quota of Field Director and Conservator of Forests Sahyadri Tiger 

Reserve. If gate entry is not booked online the same shall be available on spot booking on the 

respective gates. Also if discretionary quota remains unused, same shall be made available for on 

spot booking at the gate of entry. 

 
 
 

 

11.37. TEMPLE AND PILGRIMAGE BOARDS IN TIGER RESERVE (NTCA GUIDELINE 2.4)  
 

 

Importance of Pilgrimage Sites in Sahyadri Tiger Reserve: 
 

 

Cultural and Historical Significance 
 

Pilgrimage sites within the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve hold great cultural and historical value, serving as 

spiritual havens for devotees and as reminders of the region’s rich heritage. These sites include 

ancient temples, shrines, and holy places that attract thousands of pilgrims each year. 

1. Spiritual Significance: Many pilgrimage sites within the reserve are considered sacred, with deep 

spiritual significance for local communities and visitors. They provide a space for worship, meditation, 

and reflection, fostering a sense of peace and spiritual fulfilment. 

2. Historical Landmarks: These sites often have a rich history, dating back centuries, and are integral 

to the cultural fabric of the region. They offer insights into the architectural styles, religious practices, 

and historical narratives of the past. 
 
3.Cultural Heritage Preservation: The presence of pilgrimage sites helps preserve the cultural 

heritage of the region. They are often associated with festivals, rituals, and traditional practices that 

are vital for maintaining the cultural identity of local communities. 

 

Economic Benefits 
 

Pilgrimage tourism contributes significantly to the local economy by generating revenue and 

providing livelihood opportunities for the surrounding communities. 
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1.Tourism Revenue: Pilgrimage sites attract a steady stream of visitors throughout the year, 

contributing to the overall tourism revenue. This influx of visitors supports local businesses, including 

shops, restaurants, and accommodation providers. 

2.Employment Opportunities: The demand for services related to pilgrimage tourism creates 

numerous employment opportunities for local residents. Jobs in hospitality, transportation, guiding, 

and maintenance of sites help improve the economic conditions of the area. 

3.Sustainable Development: The economic boost from pilgrimage tourism can be channelled into 

sustainable development initiatives. This includes infrastructure development, conservation projects, 

and community welfare programs, ensuring a balanced approach to economic growth and 

environmental protection. 

 

Conservation and Ecotourism Integration 
 

Integrating pilgrimage tourism with conservation efforts and ecotourism can enhance the overall 

sustainability of the region. 

1. Promoting Ecotourism: Pilgrimage sites can serve as focal points for promoting ecotourism. 

Visitors can be encouraged to explore the natural beauty of the tiger reserve, participate in guided 

nature walks, and learn about conservation efforts, thereby fostering a deeper appreciation for the 

environment. 

2. Awareness and Education: Pilgrimage tourism provides an opportunity to educate visitors about 

the importance of conservation. Information centres and interpretive signage at pilgrimage sites can 

disseminate knowledge about the local biodiversity, the challenges of conservation, and the role of 

visitors in preserving the natural habitat. 

3. Conservation Funding: Revenue generated from pilgrimage tourism can be allocated to 

conservation projects within the reserve. This includes habitat restoration, wildlife protection 

measures, and community-based conservation initiatives, ensuring that tourism directly supports the 

preservation of the natural environment. 

 

Community and Social Benefits 
 

Pilgrimage sites foster a sense of community and social cohesion, bringing people together in shared 

spiritual and cultural experiences. 

1. Community Engagement: Local communities play a crucial role in managing and maintaining 

pilgrimage sites. This engagement fosters a sense of ownership and pride, encouraging communities 

to actively participate in conservation and sustainable tourism efforts. 
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2. Social Harmony: Pilgrimage sites serve as gathering places for people from diverse backgrounds, 

promoting social harmony and cultural exchange. Festivals and religious ceremonies associated with 

these sites are occasions for communal celebration and bonding. 

3. Cultural Exchange: Visitors to pilgrimage sites often include people from different regions and 

cultural backgrounds. This exchange of ideas and traditions enriches the cultural landscape of the 

reserve and promotes mutual understanding and respect. 

 

The pilgrimage sites within Sahyadri Tiger Reserve are of immense importance due to their cultural, 

economic, and ecological significance. By integrating pilgrimage tourism with conservation and 

sustainable development efforts, the reserve can enhance its role as a haven for both spiritual 

fulfilment and biodiversity conservation. This holistic approach ensures that the natural and cultural 

heritage of the region is preserved for future generations while providing tangible benefits to local 

communities. 
 
The pilgrimage sites within Sahyadri Tiger Reserve:  

 

Sr. No. 

 

Name of Range 

 

Name of Beat 

 

Name of 
 
Village 

 

Temple and Pilgrimage site 

 

1 Kandat Pimpri Akalpe Uteshwar (Mahadev) 
     

2 Kandat Waghavle Parvat Shri Jom Mallikarjun 
     

3 Kandat Walvan Chakdev Chaukeshwar 
     

5 Bamnoli Met Indoli (N) Bamnoli Nageshwar 
     

6 Dhebewadi Paneri Paneri Walmiki 
     

7 Chandoli Mandur Mandur Shevtai Temple 
     

8 Amba Udgiri Udgiri Kalammadevi 
     

 

 

• It should be confirmed that pilgrimage site should be in accordance with Forest Conservation Act. 

1980, Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 and Environment (Protection) Act 1986. Further expansion of 

such area should not be allowed to take place. 
 
• LAC should periodically review and take necessary action. certain do's & don'ts be given by 

respective RFO while permitting the entry to pilgrimage site. 

• Temple boards shall negotiate terms of revenue sharing with local communities and channel a 

minimum of 10 percent of gross revenue collected into development of local communities through 

the Gram Sabha. 
 
• Deputy Director should co-ordinate with temple authority to develop a system for controlling 

number of pilgrimage so as to maintain the ecological integrity of the area. 
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• Stay will not be permitted at night time. All rules relating to tourism facility including noise, building 

design, use of alternative energy and fee passage to wildlife shall apply to such pilgrimage 

facilities. 

 

PA interpreters: 
 

The need for good nature interpreters has been felt by the STR Management for many years. 

Generally, the main objective of majority of tourists visiting the tiger Reserve is restricted to viewing 

tigers only. In case they are not able to see a tiger, they go back utterly disappointed, and may 

comment uncharitably on the management. Most visitors generally do not appreciate the importance 

of wildlife conservation and protected areas. If visitors are explained interestingly about the history of 

the protected area and the importance of wildlife conservation and its contribution to biodiversity 

conservation, tangible and intangible benefits of wildlife reserves, not only will it create awareness 

about conservation among the visitors, but will also lessen their disappointment about not having 

seen tigers during their excursion. The proposed interpretation programme will require two 

interpreters well-versed in nature education/ conservation with a training background from the 

premier institutions like Centre for Environmental Education (CEE), Ahmedabad etc. 

 

The main duties of these PA interpreters will be: 
 

• To welcome the visitors and interpret the history of the STR, ethnography, local culture, 
 

• To brief goals and objectives of conservation, conservation of endangered species, and 

wildlife management practices in the STR. 

• To answer the questions of visitors emerging out of his brief visit to the STR. 
 

• To interpret the museum complex and interact with visitors. 
 

• To give the tourists relevant and interesting PowerPoint presentations in the evening. 
 

• To educate the students of nature camps organised in the Buffer Zone. 
 

• While the ACF will be overall in-charge of tourism management, Range Forest Officers and 

the lower staff will be responsible for the entry gates, interpretation complex and tourism 

related complaints/ offences and vigilance etc. 
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11.38 WASTE MANAGEMENT :  
 

 

In addition to rich Biodiversity, Sahyadri TR also has rich cultural & historical heritage in the forms of 

forts like Mahimandangad, Vasota, Jungli-Jaigad, Ghera-Dategad, Bhairavgad, Prachitgad. Sacred 

groves, Religious places like Uteshwar, Chakdev, Parvat, Shembdi, Dhareshwar, Dattdham, 

Ramghal, Udgiri etc. Waterfalls and flowering Plateaus. 

 

Creating a waste management plan for tourism places in a tiger reserve is essential to ensure the 

protection of the environment and the preservation of wildlife. Such a plan would aim to minimise the 

negative impact of tourism on the delicate ecosystem while promoting responsible waste 

management practices. Tourism is increasing year by year in tiger reserve and it is necessary to take 

suitable measures for management of all kind of waste gathered at those all tourist places in reserve 

in order to safeguard the overall biodiversity. As well as it is also necessary to taken into 

consideration wastes management in 82 villages in buffer zone of tiger reserve in concurrence with 

line departments like Zilla Parishad. Along-with field staff, locals in these villages need to be 

sensitised and their participation should be sought. Suitable linkages for Waste treatment and 

recycling of waste should also be carried out at suitable locations. 

 

A successful waste management plan relies on the collective efforts of all stakeholders involved in 

tourism within the tiger reserve. Especially nearby villages in buffer zone and VEDC’s must be 

involved in this exercise. Also large scale awareness campaigns should be arranged on regular basis 

in these villages, schools and colleges to sensitise them. By promoting responsible waste 

management practices, we can help protect the natural beauty and wildlife of this precious 

ecosystem for generations to come. 

 

Tiger reserves are critical habitats for the conservation of the endangered tiger species and other 

wildlife. Proper waste management in these areas is essential to maintain ecological balance, 

prevent pollution, and protect wildlife. An effective waste management plan for a tiger reserve 

involves reducing waste generation, promoting recycling and composting, and ensuring the safe 

disposal of waste. 

 

Almost 75-80% of total tourist inflow in the STR is at Vasota fort in Bamnoli range of STR, as it is 

Trekker’s paradise due to its scenic location and trek in dense forest. Before trek starts, all baggage 

of tourist/trekker is checked, counted at Met indoli check post and Rs.500 taken as a deposit, after 
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completion of trek, tourist must show all empty plastic to forest staff and then only deposit will be 

returned to them otherwise it is charged as Nuisance fee from concerned tourist. This model is 

practically successful since 5 years and resulted in negligible plastic litter on this trek route, and 

hence should be replicated at all tourist places in STR as a preventive measure to lower plastic 

garbage at those tourist places. 

 

✤ Key Components of the Waste Management Plan: 
 

 

1. Waste Assessment and Segregation 
 

-Waste Audit: Conduct a comprehensive waste audit to identify the types and quantities of waste 

generated within the reserve. This includes waste from tourists, staff quarters, and conservation 

activities. 

-Segregation at Source: Implement a segregation system with clearly marked bins for different types 

of waste (organic, recyclable, hazardous, and general waste) at all key locations such as entry 

points, visitor centres, and staff accommodations. 
 

2. Waste Reduction Strategies 
 

-Minimise Plastic Use: Ban single-use plastics within the reserve. Encourage the use of 

biodegradable or reusable alternatives. 

-Eco-friendly Products: Promote the use of eco-friendly products among staff and visitors. Provide 

guidelines and resources for sustainable practices. 

3. Recycling and Composting 
 

-Recycling Centres: Establish recycling centres within or near the reserve to process recyclable 

materials like paper, plastic, glass, and metal. 

-Composting Units: Set up composting units for organic waste. Compost can be used for local 

vegetation management and as fertiliser for any organic farming initiatives within the reserve. 

4. Safe Disposal of Waste 
 

-Hazardous Waste: Develop protocols for the safe disposal of hazardous waste such as batteries, 

chemicals, and medical waste. Partner with certified waste management companies for proper 

disposal. 

-Landfills: Ensure that any landfill sites are located far from critical wildlife habitats and are managed 

to prevent leachate and other forms of contamination. 

5. Awareness and Education 
 

- Staff Training: Regular training programs for staff on waste management practices, the importance 

of waste segregation, and safe disposal methods. 
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-Visitor Education: Implement educational campaigns to inform visitors about the importance of waste 

management. Use signage, brochures, and guided tours to spread awareness. 

-Community Involvement:Engage local communities in waste management activities. Conduct 

workshops and collaborative initiatives to promote sustainable practices. 

6. Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

-Regular Inspections:Conduct regular inspections to ensure compliance with waste management 

protocols. Use checklists and audits to monitor performance. 

-Feedback Mechanism:Establish a feedback mechanism for staff and visitors to report waste 

management issues. Use this feedback to continuously improve the waste management plan. 

7. Partnerships and Funding 
 

-Collaboration: Partner with environmental organisations, government agencies, and private sector 

companies to support waste management efforts. 

-Funding Opportunities: Explore funding opportunities from conservation grants, corporate social 

responsibility (CSR) programs, and eco-tourism revenues to finance waste management 

infrastructure and initiatives. 

 

✤ Approach towards waste management in STR: 
 

 

• Waste Assessment and Characterisation: Conduct a thorough assessment of the types and 

quantities of waste generated by tourism activities within the tiger reserve. Categorise the waste 

into recyclable, non-recyclable, biodegradable, and hazardous waste. 

• Identifying Collection Points: Determine appropriate waste collection points strategically placed 

throughout the tourism areas. These collection points should be easily accessible to both tourists 

and staff. Zonewise collection points are as below 
 
1. Kandat Ecotourism Zone- Shindi 
 
2. Bamnoli-Munavale-Ambavade Ecotourism Zone- Bamnoli 
 
3. Karvat - Kusavde Ecotourism Zone- Karvat 
 
4. Koyna-Helwak Ecotourism Zone- Rasati 
 
5. Paneri Ecotourism Zone- Paneri/Bhosgaon 
 
6. Chandoli Ecotourism Zone- Mandur 
 
7. Amba Ecotourism Zone- Amba 
 

• Segregation at Source: Raise awareness among tourists and staff about the importance of waste 

segregation. Install separate bins for different types of waste (recyclable, non-recyclable, and 

biodegradable) and provide clear instructions for proper waste disposal. 
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• Composting Organic Waste: Establish composting facilities for organic waste generated from 

food scraps and other biodegradable materials. Compost can be used to enrich the soil or in local 

landscaping. Local participation through VEDC must sought here. 

• Recycling Initiatives: Partner with local recycling facilities to handle recyclable waste. Provide 

separate bins for plastic, paper, glass, and other recyclable materials, and ensure that they are 

collected and sent for recycling regularly. Recycling agencies in nearby cities like Satara, Karad, 

Chiplun, Kolhapur must be find out and make linkage with them. Local VEDC’s can play pivotal role 

here. 

• Proper Disposal of Hazardous Waste: Train staff to identify and handle hazardous waste such 

as batteries, chemical containers, and electronic devices. Set up a proper disposal system for 

hazardous waste in collaboration with authorised agencies. 

• Public Awareness and Education: Launch campaigns to educate tourists and local communities, 

Students in nearby villages about the importance of waste management in preserving the tiger 

reserve's natural beauty and protecting wildlife. Use signs, brochures, and guided tours to spread 

awareness. 

• Reduce Single-Use Plastics: Encourage visitors to bring reusable water bottles and provide refill 

stations throughout the tourism areas. Discourage the use of single- use plastics by offering eco-

friendly alternatives. 

• Collaborate with Local Stakeholders: Work closely with local communities and businesses to 

implement sustainable waste management practices. Encourage nearby vendors to use eco-

friendly packaging and recycling practices. 

• Monitoring and Evaluation: Regularly monitor waste generation and management practices 

within the tiger reserve. Analyse the effectiveness of the waste management plan and make 

improvements as needed. 

• Staff Training: Conduct training sessions for staff and guides on waste management protocols, 

ensuring they understand the significance of their role in maintaining a clean and sustainable 

environment. 

• Regular Clean-up Drives: Organise clean-up drives involving tourists, staff, and local 

communities to remove any litter or waste that may have been improperly disposed of. Local 

NGO’s, NSS units of colleges, Schools should be involved in these campaigns. 
 

• Implementing a comprehensive waste management plan in a tiger reserve is crucial for 

maintaining the integrity of the ecosystem, ensuring the health and safety of wildlife, and promoting 

sustainable tourism. By integrating waste reduction, recycling, safe disposal, and educational 

initiatives, the reserve can significantly minimise its environmental impact and set a standard for 

conservation efforts globally. 
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11.39. GENERIC GUIDELINES FOR ECO-TOURISM IN THE STR  
 

 

Tourism in the STR is proposed to provide stay facilities outside the core areas through EDCs 

(however the existing facilities for the Tourists in the adjoining and buffer areas are continued) of PA 

along with related services, interpretive facilities through which nature/ wildlife can be enjoyed and 

awareness gained, and interesting natural features having significant tourism values. The following 

generic guidelines have to be followed: 

 The STR Management has to ensure that tourism facilities including all types of accommodations 
are maintained properly and upgraded/ updated periodically. 

 

 All automatic/ computerised programmes installed in the Nature Interpretation centres have to be 
checked frequently for their optimum performance in consultation with the Centre for Environment 
Education, Ahmedabad. 

 

 The road network needs to be maintained properly. 
 

 The nature trails should be inspected frequently to ensure there is no defacement of signages, 
footpath and watch towers etc. 

 

 Various signages and their inscriptions have to be inspected periodically for animal damage or 
weather related defacement. 

 

 Route guides must be well-trained, knowledgeable and smartly dressed with appropriate - caps 
and badges etc. 

 

 Proper cleanliness/ hygiene should be maintained in the forest canteen. 
 

 Cleanliness and hygiene must also be ensured in and around the forest canteen to reduce the 

nuisance of crows and herbivores attracted by left-over foods.  Toilets shall be maintained clean 

with proper use of deodorants. 
 

 

11.40. VEHICULAR EXCURSION 
 
 
 

Tourists enjoy these excursions to the fullest and appreciate moving/ grazing wildlife species and 

panoramic vistas in the STR. The following guidelines are proposed to regulate and control vehicular 

excursions in the protected area: 

 There should be a well-planned route chart at the entry gates to divert tourist vehicles and avoid 
crowding on a particular road. 

 

 Ensure a minimum distance of 50 meters between two moving tourist vehicles. 
 

 The tourist vehicles must not exceed the prescribed seat limit of their capacity.  
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 The vehicles must not exceed the prescribed speed limit of 20 km./hr. 
 

 It should be ensured that each tourist vehicle has a clear and legible code number written on them. 
 

This provision will help apprehend the vehicle in case of any tourism offence committed in the STR. 
 

 Only licensed drivers should drive the vehicles throughout the tourism season. 
 

 No intoxicated drivers/ guides should be allowed in tourist vehicles.  
 
 
 

 

11.41. VIGILANCE 
 
 
 

It is very important for the STR staff to be vigilant and to keep an eye on tourists and their vehicles so 

that no tourist offence may go unnoticed and the offender is dealt with accordingly. In view of the 

above, the PA management should engage a few mobile forest staff and vehicles/launches in the 

tourism zone to ensure vigilance on tourism in the STR to ensure the following guidelines: 
 

1. Enforce do’s and don’ts of tourism as far as possible. 
 

2. Ensure control over the speed of tourist vehicles. 
 

3. If a tourist vehicle stops somewhere to watch wildlife, the back vehicle has to cross over and 

maintain the distance of 50 meters. 

4. Ensure that polythene bags are not taken inside the STR. 
 

5. No garbage should be thrown out of tourist vehicles. 
 

6. Tourist vehicles should not surround any wild animal, but allow them their right of way. 
 

7. Ensure that guides accompany the tourist vehicles assigned to them. 
 

8. The tourist vehicles must follow the route allotted to them. 
 

9. Ensure randomly that the identities of the tourists are the same as have been registered at the 

entry gates and in online bookings. 

10.Unauthorised stay wherever inside should be seriously dealt with.  
 
 
 
 
 

11.42. USE OF SOCIAL SITES FOR CREATING AWARENESS: 
 
 
 

Social media platforms such as Instagram, Twitter, Youtube, Facebook etc. play a pivotal role in the 

promotion and development of ecotourism. These platforms offer powerful tools for raising 

awareness, engaging with a global audience, and fostering a deeper connection between potential 

visitors and the conservation efforts at Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. This section explores how these 

social media sites can be effectively leveraged to support ecotourism initiatives in the reserve. 
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Awareness and Education 
 

1. Raising Awareness: Social media platforms are ideal for spreading information about the 

importance of tiger conservation and the unique biodiversity of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. Posts 

featuring stunning visuals of tigers and other wildlife, coupled with compelling narratives, can 

captivate a global audience and raise awareness about the challenges and successes of 

conservation efforts. 

2. Educational Content: Sharing educational content about the ecology of the reserve, the behaviour 

and biology of tigers, and the critical role of conservation can enhance public understanding. This can 

include live streams, virtual tours, infographics, and expert talks that make complex scientific 

information accessible and engaging. 

 

Community Engagement and Participation 
 

1. Local Community Stories: Highlighting stories and experiences of local communities involved in 

ecotourism and conservation can foster a sense of connection and empathy among followers. This 

humanises conservation efforts and emphasises the socio-economic benefits of ecotourism. 
 
2. Interactive Engagement: Social media platforms facilitate interactive engagement through 

comments, shares, and live interactions. Regularly engaging with followers through Q&A sessions, 

polls, and discussions can create a community of supporters who feel personally invested in the 

success of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. 

 

Promotion and Marketing 
 

1. Attracting Visitors: High-quality photos, videos, and testimonials shared on Instagram and 

Facebook can attract potential visitors by showcasing the natural beauty and unique experiences 

offered by STR. User-generated content, such as visitor reviews and shared experiences, can also 

serve as authentic endorsements. 
 
2. Event Promotion: Announcing events such as guided tours, conservation workshops, and 

community festivals on social media can increase participation. Timely updates and reminders help 

ensure high engagement and attendance. 

 

Fundraising and Advocacy 
 

1. Crowdfunding Campaigns: Platforms like Facebook and Instagram can be used to launch 

crowdfunding campaigns for specific conservation projects. By reaching a broad audience, these 

campaigns can generate significant financial support from individuals who are passionate about 

wildlife conservation. 
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2. Advocacy and Policy Support: Social media can mobilise support for conservation policies and 

initiatives. Campaigns advocating for stronger protection measures for tigers and their habitats can 

gain traction through widespread sharing and visibility. 

 

Monitoring and Feedback 
 

1. Visitor Feedback: Social media provides a channel for receiving feedback from visitors. This 

feedback can be invaluable for improving ecotourism services and facilities, ensuring a positive and 

sustainable visitor experience. 

2. Real-time Updates: Platforms like Facebook and Instagram allow for real-time updates about the 

reserve, such as weather conditions, wildlife sightings, and any changes in visitor guidelines. This 

keeps the audience informed and engaged. 

 

Best Practices for Leveraging Social Media 
 

1. Consistent Posting: Regular and consistent posting keeps the audience engaged and informed. A 

content calendar can help manage and schedule posts effectively. 

2. Visual Storytelling: High-quality visuals, including photos and videos, are essential for capturing 

attention and conveying the beauty and significance of [Tiger Reserve Name]. 

3. Collaborations and Partnerships: Partnering with influencers, conservation organisations, and eco-

friendly brands can amplify reach and impact. Collaborative campaigns can draw more attention and 

resources to the reserve. 

4. Transparency and Authenticity: Sharing authentic and transparent content about the challenges 

and successes of conservation efforts builds trust and credibility. Being honest about the difficulties 

faced can garner more support and understanding from the audience. 

Thus Social media platforms like Instagram and Facebook are invaluable tools for promoting 

ecotourism at Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. By effectively utilising these platforms, the reserve can raise 

awareness, engage with a broader audience, attract visitors, generate funds, and advocate for 

stronger conservation measures. Implementing a strategic social media plan can significantly 

enhance the visibility and impact of ecotourism efforts, contributing to the long-term conservation of 

tigers and their habitat. 
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11.43. SUGGESTIONS BY THE LAC FOR IMPROVEMENT OF ECO TOURISM  
 

 

On 03 August 2023, a preparatory Local Advisory Committee (LAC) meeting was held with the 

esteemed presence of the Hon. Divisional Commissioner of Pune Division, the Hon. Collector of 

Satara, and all tehsil-level heads. The following suggestions were made: 

 

1. Accelerate Tiger Reintroduction: The process of reintroducing tigers should be expedited as they 

are the true charm of the forest. 

2. Develop Ecotourism Infrastructure: Infrastructure for ecotourism should be developed to boost 

livelihoods in the buffer zones of the tiger reserve. 

3. Double Conservation Fee: The conservation fee should be doubled and collected strictly. Stringent 

actions can be taken against those who refuse or fail to deposit the fee on time. 

4. Identify New Biodiversity-Rich Spots: New biodiversity-rich spots need to be identified and updated 

in the ecotourism plan accordingly. 

5. Protect Breeding Spots: Breeding spots of birds, animals, and other species should not be 

disturbed due to tourism. Necessary studies should be conducted at places where such regulations 

are essential (e.g., River Tern bird breeding spots). 

6. Income Distribution Among EDCs: Income from tourism on the same route may be distributed 

among the Eco Development Committees (EDCs) by their mutual understanding. If a consensus is 

not reached, the Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) Kolhapur shall decide, and his decision shall 

be final and binding. 

7. Safari Vehicle Design: Safari vehicles should be designed specifically for the terrain. Necessary 

action may be taken by the Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) Kolhapur. 

8. Establish Rules for Buffer and Tourism Zones: Rules and norms for buffer and tourism zones shall 

be decided under the Maharashtra Regional and Town Planning Act 1966 Chapter-III (a). Necessary 

action shall be initiated by the Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) Kolhapur in collaboration with 

Town Planning and Revenue authorities. 

 

LAC Meeting Summary 
 

On 18 October 2023, an LAC meeting was held in the presence of Mr. Shambhuraj Desai, Guardian 

Minister of Satara; Mr. Saurabh Rao, Divisional Commissioner of Pune; Mr. Jitendra Dudi, Collector 

of Satara; and all Honourable members of LAC and concerned department heads. 
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The following suggestions were made: 
 

1. Boost Ecotourism in Buffer Zones: Ecotourism in the buffer parts of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (STR) 

should be boosted to generate livelihood and employment opportunities for rural villagers residing in 

these areas. 

2. Group Tourism to Avoid Monopoly: Tourism should be organised in groups to prevent monopolies. 
 

3. Mandatory Conservation Fee: The conservation fee should be mandatory and strictly enforced. 
 

4. Develop Crocodile Park and Aquarium: A crocodile park and aquarium can be constructed at a 

suitable location in the Chandoli area, with land made available from the Irrigation Department. 

5. Coordinate Ecotourism Activities with the Tourism Department: Ecotourism activities should be 

coordinated with the Tourism Department. 

6. Test Adventure Tourism: After feasibility testing by a certified agency, adventure tourism can be 

explored in buffer areas. 

 

The ecotourism plan for Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is a strategic initiative aimed at promoting 

sustainable tourism that benefits both conservation efforts and local communities. By aligning the 

interests of various stakeholders and adopting best practices in ecotourism, Sahyadri Tiger 

Reserve can become a beacon of biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. 
 
 

 

11.44. PERIOD OF PLAN 
 
 

 

The ecotourism plan is part of the Tiger Conservation Plan and will be co-terminus with it, covering 

the period from 2023-24 to 2032-33. 
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11.45. CONTRAVENTION OF PLAN 
 
 

 

This ecotourism plan for Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is prepared according to the guidelines issued by 

the National Tiger Conservation Authority (a statutory body as per the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972) 

on 15.10.2012 and the Supreme Court's order dated 16.10.2012. Any person or organisation 

contravening the prohibited activities, provisions, or conditions laid out in this plan shall be liable for 

an offence under subsection (2) of section 38 (o) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"What we are doing to the forests of the world is but a mirror reflection of what we 

are doing to ourselves and to one another.” 
 

- Mahatma Gandhi  
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Annexure No. 9 : Details of roads & trek routes expected to be used for eco tourism purpose: 
 
 

 

Ecotourism Vehicle safari road details for Core areas of STR 
 

   

Tourism    

Name of Ecotourism Zone 
 

Safari route 
road 

 Distance 
   

   (Km.) 

1] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4 
1. Kolne to Patharpunj to Bhairavgad jungle 

15.00 
safari   

    

2] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5 2. Jadhavwadi to Janicha Amba vehicle 
14.00  

Safari   
    

 3. Mandur to Amboli to Nivle kuti Safari 8.00 
   

 4. Tambve to Nivle to Udgiri Jungle safari 13.80 
    

  Total 50.8 km 
    

 
 

Ecotourism Nature trek details for Core areas of STR  
 

 

Name of the Zone 

 

 

Name of the NatureTrek 

 

 

Distance (Km.) 
 
 

1] Bamnoli - Munavle ET Zone No - 2 
 1. Met Indoli to Vasota Fort Trek 3.84 
 

2. Met indoli to nageshwar temple Trek 6.10   
    

2] Karvat- Kusavde ET Zone No - 3 3. Vele to Dhen to Mayni to Vele APC trek 9.57 
     

  4. Jungali jaygad Trek 5.51 
     

3] Koyna - Helwak ET Zone No - 4 5. Humbarli to Kokan Kada (Ramban) 5.43 
    

  6.Humbarli to Ghatmatha Trek 10.20 
    

  7. Tambve naka to Nivale kuti Vasantsagar trek 10.00 
     

  8. Lapangruh to Janicha Amba Forest trek 2.14 
     

4] Chandoli ET Zone No - 5 9. Lapangruh to Zolambi plateau trek 1.37 
    

  10. Nandoli kuti to Janicha Amba trek 4.78 
    

  11. Janicha Amba to backwater trek 10.00 
     

   Total 68.94 km 
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Ecotourism Vehicle safari road details for Buffer areas of STR 

 
   

Tourism    

Name of Ecotourism Zone 
 

Safari route 
road 

 Distance 
   

   (Km.) 

1] Kandat ET Zone No - 1 1. Dare to Mhalunge Kandat valley 
54.00  

landscape Safari   
    

2] Karvat-Kusavde ET Zone No -3 2. Karvat Tourism centre to Vele APC 
24.60  

Plateau safari   
    

3] Koyna-Helwak ET Zone No -4 3. Koyna to Navja Jungle safari 15.00 
    

 4. Rasati to Baje jungle safari 22.00 
    

 5. Kemse to Dhankal APC jungle safari 9.40 
    

4] Paneri-Bhosgaom ET Zone No - 5 6. Valmik Temple to Pandhre pani to 26.00 
 Humbarne to Satar Bhairi mandir to Karale  

 to Valmik paneri Forest Safari  
   

5] Amba ET Zone No - 7 7. Amba to Udgiri Forest Safari 58.08 
    

  Total 137 km 
    

 
 

 

Ecotourism Nature trek/Cycle safari details for buffer areas of STR 
 

Name of the zone 
 

Nature Trek/Cycle safari Name 
Distance 

 
(Km.)    

1] Kandat ET Zone No -1 1. Uchat to Parvat Trek  

 2. Shindi to Chakdev -Valvan Trek 3.97 
    

 3. Shindi to Mahimandangad Fort Trek 4.17 
   

 4. Akalpe to Utteshwar Temple Trek 1.81 
    

  SubTotal 13.74 
    

2] Bamnoli ET Zone No -2 5. Umbrewadi to Flower Plateau Trek 1.95 
   

 6. Katrewadi to Injaini Devi Plateau Trek 3.31 
    

  SubTotal 5.26 
    

3] Kusavde - Karvat ET Zone No - 3 7. Vele Plateau Cycle Trek 13 
   

 8.Vele to Kusavade Wind Mill Cycle trek 13 
   

 9. Karvat to Kathi Hills Cycle Trek 16 
   

 10. Karvat to Dategad Fort Trek 5 
    

  SubTotal 47 
   

4] Koyna - Helwak ET Zone No - 4 11. Ozarde Waterfall Trek 0.8 
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Name of the zone 
 

Nature Trek/Cycle safari Name 
Distance 

 
(Km.)    

 12. Kemase To Dhankal APC to Bhirawgad Fort 
18.4  

Trek   
   

 13. Dhankal Shiv Temple to Dhankal APC to 
9.3  

Kemse trek   
    

 14. Mendheghar to Kondhavle to Ramghal to 
8.32  

Bhairvagad Fort Trek   
    

  SubTotal 36.82 
   

5] Paneri ET Zone No - 5 15. Paneri Check post to Valmik Temple to Valmik 
7.6  

Plateau Trek   

 16. Paneri Check post to Tulashi Lake Trek 3.5 
    

 17. Satar to Bhairi Temple -Zolambi Plateau Trek 2.51 
   

 18. Marathwadi Dam View Point Trek 0.48 
    

 19. Satar to Zolambi Plateau Trek 6.63 
    

 20. Kasani Majur Kuti to Shevtai Temple Trek 8.14 
    

  SubTotal 28.86 
   

6] Amba ET Zone No - 7 21. Amba Ghat to Selfie Point Trek 2.15 

 22. Amba Ghat to Vishalgad Fort Trek 18.5 
    

  SubTotal 20.65 
    

  Grand Total 152 km 
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Annexure No. 10 : Table of area estimates of Ecotourism Zone :  

 

 Road   
Area 

Name of the Vehicle Safari length Village Survey number 
[SqKm]  

(Km.) 
  

    

      

1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone - 2      
      

Bamnoli to Met Indoli Water Transport 9.77 24 0.10  
      

  23 0.1  
      

  6 0.1244  
      

  7 0.14  
  Met Indoli    
   

0.150743 

 

  10  
      

  11 0.1  
      

  16 0.1  
      

  15 0.1032  
      

   Subtotal : 0.918343  
      

  37 0.09491  
      

   36 pt 0.0219  
      

   35 pt 0.039878  
      

  34 0.014693  
      

  33 0.01662  
      

  31 0.12129  
      

  28 0.096992  
      

  1 0.029395  
      

  5 0.001736  
      

  3 0.0005  
      

  7 0.00173  
  Vasota    
   

0.001826 

 

  8  
      

  12 0.027307  
      

  23 0.011346  
      

  22 0.041616  
      

  67 0.06845  
      

  61.00 0.03  
      

  60 0.03552  
      

  68.00 0.02  
      

  69.00 0.00  
      

  52.00 0.00  
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   51 0.06 
     

   Subtotal : 0.745233 
     

   13 0.028723 
     

   12 0.045541 
     

   17 0.086773 
     

   10 0.046139 
     

   2 0.045924 
     

   123 0.10012 
     

  Khirkhindi 122 0.087043 
     

   120 0.095863 
     

   116 0.068729 
     

   98 0.046283 
     

   100 0.084677 
     

   95 0.020892 
     

   94 0.023097 
     

   Subtotal : 0.779804 
     

   18 0.026381 
     

   20 0.043618 
     

   30 0.046406 
     

  Mauje 29 0.002206 
    

  Shevandi 
28 0.020265    

     

   36 0.025054 
     

   40 0.029301 
     

   41 0.019813 
     

   Subtotal : 0.213044 
     

   Total : 2.65 
     

2] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4     
     

Kolne to Patharpunj to Bhairavgad jungle safari 15.00 Patharpunj 11 5.19 
     

   6 0.16 
     

   13 0.14 
     

   Subtotal : 5.49 
     

  Kolane   
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   4 0.11 
     

   5 0.94 
     

   10 0.12 
     

   13 0.13 
     

   12 0.14 
     

   21 0.13 
     

   22 0.1 
     

   25 0.94 
     

   Subtotal : 2.61 
     

   Total : 8.1 
     

3] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5     
     

Jadhavwadi to Janicha Amba vehicle Safari 14.00 
Chandoli 

23 0.036 
Bk.     

     

   23 0.02114 
     

   25 0.0612 
     

   26 0.03841 
     

   27 0.0257 
     

   27 0.0243 
     

   28 0.0925 
     

   34 0.0367 
     

   33 0.0175 
     

   29 0.0441 
     

   30 0.0795 
     

   16 0.0718 
     

   17 0.0682 
     

   15 0.080283 
     

   Subtotal: 0.69 
     

   56 0.123 
     

   61 0.117 
     

   54 0.041 
     

  Khundalap 55 0.11 
  

ur_Core 
  

  
53 0.1276    

     

   42 0.1549 
     

   41 0.1387 
     

   37 0.1511 
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   Subtotal: 0.96 
     

   82 1.172 
     

  Nandoli_Co 121 4.91 
  

re 
  

  81 0.154    
     

   80 1.55 
     

   Subtotal: 7.786 
     

   42 2.266 
     

   43 0.1419 
     

   36 0.1325 
     

  Zolambi_C 37 0.1534 
    

  

ore 
  

  
38 0.1183    

     

   34 0.1353 
     

   33 0.1496 
     

   98 0.1278 
     

   Subtotal: 3.22 
     

   Total : 12.67 
     

Mandur to Amboli to Nivle kuti Safari 8.00 
Amboli 

55 0.1 
    

  

61 0.1    
     

   Subtotal: 0.2 
     

   21 0.11 
     

   22 0.1 
     

   23 0.1 
     

   30 0.1 
     

  Tambave 31 0.1 
     

   32 0.12 
     

   37 0.13 
     

   43 1.67 
     

   42 1.57 
     

   Subtotal: 4 
     

   196 0.73 
     

   195 0.025 
     

   194 0.022 
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Nivale 

193 0.015 
    

  

192 0.0156    
     

   191 0.015 
     

   190 0.02 
     

   Subtotal: 0.8426 
     

   Total : 5.0426 
     

Tambve to Nivle to Udgiri Jungle safari 13.80 
Amboli 

55 0.1 
    

  

61 0.1    
     

   Subtotal: 0.2 
     

   21 0.11 
     

   22 0.1 
     

   23 0.1 
     

   30 0.1 
     

  Tambave 31 0.1 
     

   32 0.12 
     

   37 0.13 
     

   43 1.67 
     

   42 1.57 
     

   Subtotal: 4.0 
     

   196 0.73 
     

   195 0.025 
     

   194 0.022 
     

   193 0.015 
     

   192 0.0156 
     

   191 0.015 
     

   190 0.02 
     

   202 0.014 
     

   204 0.052 
     

   1 0.013 
     

   2 0.03 
     

   71 0.00079 
     

   84 0.00046 
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  85 0.0008 
    

  86 0.00034 
    

  89 0.00047 
    

  90 0.00073 
    

  105 0.00079 
    

  112 0.00107 
    

  111 0.00083 
    

  110 0.00066 
    

  109 0.00044 
    

  108 0.00187 
    

Nivale 162 0.00202 
    

  161 0.00124 
    

  157 0.00240 
    

  116 0.00477 
    

  156 0.03254 
    

  155 0.026 
    

  126 0.00457 
    

  117 0.08537 
    

  59 0.01846 
    

  60 0.01526 
    

  33 0.12700 
    

  34 1.26 
    

  35 0.0242 
    

  36 0.0462 
    

  37 0.0340 
    

  38 0.0229 
    

  39 0.0195 
    

  40 0.0222 
    

  41 0.0084 
    

  42 0.0121 
    

  43 0.0215 
    

  44 0.0280 
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   45 0.0292 
     

   46 0.0227 
     

   Subtotal: 2.83 
     

   Total : 7.031 
     

   Grand Total: 35.49 sq. km. 
     

 
 

 

Carrying Capacity for Core areas of STR - Nature Trek  
 

# Area for trek route is considered 50 m each side multiplied by length of trek. 
 

 Name of the Nature Trek Distance (Km.) Area  
     

 1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone No - 2    
     

 Met Indoli to Vasota Fort Trek 3.84 0.38  
     

 Met indoli to nageshwar temple Trek 6.10 0.61  
     

 SubTotal 9.94 0.99  
     

 2] Karvat- Kusavde Ecotourism Zone No - 3    
     

 Vele to Dhen to Mayni to Vele APC trek 9.57 0.96  
     

 SubTotal 10 1  
     

 3] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4    
     

 Jungali jaygad Trek 5.51 0.55  
     

 Humbarli to Kokan Kada (Ramban) 5.43 0.54  
     

 Humbarli to Ghatmatha Trek 10.20 1.02  
     

 SubTotal 21.14 2.11  
     

 4] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5    
     

 Tambve naka to Nivale kuti Vasantsagar trek 10.00 1.00  
     

 Lapangruh to Janicha Amba Forest trek 2.14 0.21  
     

 Lapangruh to Zolambi plateau trek 1.37 0.14  
     

 Nandoli kuti to Janicha Amba trek 4.78 0.48  
     

 Janicha Amba to backwater trek 10.00 1.00  
     

 SubTotal 28.29 2.83  
     

 Total 69 7  
     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STR Tiger Conservation Plan: 2023-24 to 2032-33, Page No. 146 



87 
 
 
 

 

Area calculation for Ecotourism in STR 
 
 

Core area of STR 
Area for Ecotourism 

% area for Ecotourism 

(SqKm) in Core  

   

600.12 42.38 7.06 
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Annexure No. 11.13: A letter from Chief wildlife warden regarding penalty for breach of rules by tourist.  
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Annexure No. 11.12 

 

The calculations of effective permissible carrying capacity for Sahyadri Tiger Reserve core area  
 

 

Tourism area in Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is divided in to 7 different tourism Zones. Zone-wise 

information regarding Vehicle/Boat Safari in Core area given below : 

 

Zone wise safari routes in STR Core area :  

 

Sr.No. Safari Name 

 1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone No - 2 
 

1 Bamnoli to Met Indoli Water Transport 
 

2] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4 
 

2 Kolne to Patharpunj to Bhairavgad jungle safari 
 

3] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5 
 

3 Jadhavwadi to Janicha Amba vehicle Safari 
 

4 Mandur to Amboli to Nivle kuti Safari 
 

5 Tambve to Nivle to Udgiri Jungle safari 

 
 
 

 

Distance (Km.) 
 
 

 

9.77 
 

 

5.68 
 

 

14.00 
 

8.00 
 

12.00 
 

58.77 km 
 

 

Zone wise Trek routes in STR Core area : 
 

Sr.No. Trek Name Distance (Km.) 
   

 1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone No - 2  

1 Met Indoli to Vasota Fort Trek 3.84 
   

2 Met indoli to nageshwar temple Trek 6.10 
   

 2] Kusavde - Karvat Ecotourism Zone No - 3  

3 Vele to Dhen to Mayni to Vele APC trek 9.57 
   

 3] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4  

4 Jungali jaygad Trek 5.51 
   

5 Humbarli to Kokan Kada (Ramban) 5.43 
   

6 Humbarli to Ghatmatha Trek 10.20 
   

 4] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5  
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Sr.No. Trek Name Distance (Km.) 
   

7 Tambve naka to Nivale kuti Vasantsagar trek 10.00 
   

8 Lapangruh to Janicha Amba Forest trek 2.14 
   

9 Lapangruh to Zolambi plateau trek 1.37 
   

10 Nandoli kuti to Janicha Amba trek 4.78 
   

11 Janicha Amba to backwater trek 10.00 
   

 Total length 69 km 
    

 

The allowed sites from core and buffer areas will be open for tourism at least for 9 months during 12 
 

hrs a day. There is a required distance of at least 500 m between two vehicles or trekking groups to avoid 

dust and facilitate sighting (2 vehicles/km) 
 

• PCC = Physical Carrying Capacity ie. “Maximum No. of visitors that can fit in to defined space”. 

PCC = A x V/a x RF,  
where A = available area for public use 

V/a = vehicles/km or groups/km  
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit  

• RCC = Real Carrying Capacity : RCC is the maximum permissible numbers of visits to a site, 
once the “reductive factors (Corrective) derived from the particular characteristics of the site 
have been applied to the PCC. These reductive factors are based on biophysical, 
environmental, ecological, social and management 

Real Carrying Capacity : (RCC) 
 

RCC = PCC x (100 – CFe) x (100 – CFW) x (100 – CFt) 

   100  100  100  
 

• M1 = Limiting Magnitude of the variable  
• Mt = Total Magnitude of the variable  
• Cfe = Corrective factor for road erosion  
• Cfe = M1/Mt*100  
• Cfw= Corrective factor for wildlife disturbances  
• Cft= Corrective factor for temporary closing of roads  
• ECC = Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity 

 

ECC is the maximum numbers of visitor’s that a site can sustain, given the management capacity 

(mc) available. ECC is obtained by multiplying the real carrying capacity (RCC) with the management 

capacity. MC is defined as the sum of conditions that PA management requires if it is to carry out its 

function at the optimum level. Limitation in management like absence of special staff for managing tourists, 

lack of even protection staff and infrastructure limits the RCC. The staff position in core is good hence the 

management capacity for Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is taken as 0.80 to 1  

ECC =RCC x paucity 
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A] Calculation of carrying capacity for Boat / Vehicle Safari in Core area : 
 

 

1. BAMNOLI - MUNAVLE ECOTOURISM 

ZONE (ZONE NUMBER - 2) 

1. Bamnoli to MetIndoli Water transport: 9.77 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity) 

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 9.77 
km V/a = Boats/km = 2 Boats/km 
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 
RF =12/4=3 
PCC= 9.77 x 2 x 3 = 58.62 Boats/ day 

 
Cfe : (Corrective factor for road 

erosion) Road Erosion: Nil  
Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  

Disturbance to wildlife: Here the species prone to disturbance owing to visitation is considered. 
Major species of STR that are prone to disturbance includes Gaur, Sambar and barking deer. Due 
to sound of launches and possible fuel pollution this factor must be considered. 
Corrective Factor (CF) = limiting months per year/Total months per 
year*100 Corrective factor for Sambar: 1/9 x 100 = 11.11% 
Corrective factor for Gaur: 1/9 x 100 = 11.11%  
Corrective factor for other animals: 1/9 x 100 = 
11.11% (Cf w) = (22.2+22.2+22.2)% = 33.33% 

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
Temporary Closing of Roads: This includes closing of roads due to maintenance and other 
managerial and breeding reasons and official holidays (viz; 1st and 26th January, 1st May, Holi 
period) excluding the monsoon period. 
In STR, an average value of 2 limiting weeks per year may be considered as the “Limiting weeks” and 
thus the corrective factor works out to: Cft = 2 Weeks/ year/36 weeks / year x 100 = 5.5% 
Cft = 5.56% 

 

RCC: (Real Carrying Capacity)  

RCC = PCC x 100-Cfe/100 x 100-Cfw/100 x 100-Cft/100  
= 58.62 x 100-1/100 x 100-33.33/100 x100-5.5/100  
= 58.62 x 1 x 0.67 x 1  
= 39.27 Boats/day  

RCC = 39 Boats/day 
 

ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%. 

Hence, ECC = 15.53 x .90 = 35 Boats/day  

ECC = 35 Boats / day 
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2. KOYNA - HELWAK ECOTOURISM 

ZONE (ZONE NUMBER - 4) 

1. Nav to Kolne to Patherpunj to Bhairavgad Jungle Safari : 15 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying 

Capacity) PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 15 
km V/a = vehicles/km = 2 vehicles/km 
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/average time of one 
visit RF =12/3=4 
PCC= 15 x 2 x 4 = 120 vehicles/ day 

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
Road Erosion: out of 15 km, 1km is more prone to erosion. 
Total road length = 15.0 km 
Medium erosion sink = 2 km (weighting factor : 2)  
M1 = 2 x 2 = 4 
km Mt = 15 km 
Cfe = 4/15 x 100 = 26.66%  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
Disturbance to wildlife: Here the species prone to disturbance owing to visitation is considered. 
Major species of STR that are prone to disturbance includes Gaur, Sambar and barking deer. Due 
to sound of launches and possible fuel pollution this factor must be considered. 
Corrective Factor (CF) = limiting months per year/Total months per 
year*100 Corrective factor for Sambar: 2/9 x 100 = 22.2% 
Corrective factor for Gaur: 2/9 x 100 = 
22.2% (Cf w) = (22.2+22.2)% = 44.44 % 

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
Temporary Closing of Roads: This includes closing of roads due to maintenance and other 
managerial and breeding reasons and official holidays (viz; 1st and 26th January, 1st May, Holi 
period) excluding the monsoon period. 
In STR, an average value of 2 limiting weeks per year may be considered as the “Limiting weeks” and 
thus the corrective factor works out to: Cft = 2 Weeks/ year/36 weeks / year x 100 = 5.5% 
Cft = 5.56% 

 

RCC: (Real Carrying Capacity)  

RCC = PCC x 100-Cfe/100 x 100-Cfw/100 x 100-Cft/100  
= 120 x 100-26.66/100 x 100-44.44/100 x 100-5.56/100  
= 120 x 0.30 x 0.56 x 0.94  
= 46.17 Vehicle/day  

RCC = 46 Vehicle/day 
 

ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 80%. 

Hence, ECC = 46 x .80 = 37 Vehicle/day  

ECC = 37 Vehicle / day 
 
 

 
STR Tiger Conservation Plan: 2023-24 to 2032-33, Page No. 164 



87 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. CHANDOLI ECOTOURISM ZONE 

(ZONE NUMBER - 6) 

1. Jadhavwadi to Janicha Amba Jungle Safari : 14 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity) 

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 14 
km V/a = vehicles/km = 2 vehicles/km 

RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/average time of one visit 
RF =12/3=4 
PCC= 14 x 2 x 4 = 112 vehicles/ day 

 
Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  

Road Erosion: out of 14 km, 1km is more prone to 
erosion. Total road length = 14 km 
Medium erosion sink = 2 km (weighting factor : 2)  
M1 = 2 x 2 = 4 km 
Mt = 14 km 
Cfe = 4/14 x 100 = 28.57%  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
Disturbance to wildlife: Here the species prone to disturbance owing to visitation is considered. 
Major species of STR that are prone to disturbance includes Gaur, Sambar and barking deer. Due 
to sound of launches and possible fuel pollution this factor must be considered. 
Corrective Factor (CF) = limiting months per year/Total months per 
year*100 Corrective factor for Sambar: 2/9 x 100 = 22.2% 
Corrective factor for Gaur: 2/9 x 100 = 
22.2% (Cf w) = (22.2+22.2)% = 44.44 % 

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
Temporary Closing of Roads: This includes closing of roads due to maintenance and other 
managerial and breeding reasons and official holidays (viz; 1st and 26th January, 1st May, Holi 
period) excluding the monsoon period. 
In STR, an average value of 2 limiting weeks per year may be considered as the “Limiting weeks” and 
thus the corrective factor works out to: Cft = 2 Weeks/ year/36 weeks / year x 100 = 5.5% 
Cft = 5.56%  

RCC: (Real Carrying Capacity)  
RCC = PCC x 100-Cfe/100 x 100-Cfw/100 x 100-Cft/100  

= 112 x 100-28.57/100 x 100-44.44/100 x 100-70.42/100  
= 112 x 0.71 x 0.56 x 0.94  
= 41.9 Vehicle/day  

RCC = 42Vehicle/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 42 x 0.9 = 38 Vehicle/day  
ECC = 38 Vehicle / day 

 
 

 
STR Tiger Conservation Plan: 2023-24 to 2032-33, Page No. 165 



87 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Mandur to Amboli to Nivle Kuti Jungle Safari : 8 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 8 km  
V/a = vehicles/km = 2 vehicles/km  
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/average time of one 
visit RF =12/3=4 
PCC= 8 x 2 x 4 = 64 vehicles/ day 

 

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  

Road Erosion: out of 14 km, 1km is more prone to erosion.  
Total road length = 14 km  
Medium erosion sink = 2 km (weighting factor : 2)  
M1 = 2 x 2 = 4 km  
Mt = 8 km  
Cfe = 4/8 x 100 = 50%  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
Disturbance to wildlife: Here the species prone to disturbance owing to visitation is considered. 
Major species of STR that are prone to disturbance includes Gaur, Sambar and barking deer. Due 
to sound of launches and possible fuel pollution this factor must be considered. 
Corrective Factor (CF) = limiting months per year/Total months per year*100  
Corrective factor for Sambar: 2/9 x 100 = 22.2%  
Corrective factor for Gaur: 2/9 x 100 = 22.2%  
(Cf w) = (22.2+22.2)% = 44.44 %  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
Temporary Closing of Roads: This includes closing of roads due to maintenance and other 
managerial and breeding reasons and official holidays (viz; 1st and 26th January, 1st May, Holi 
period) excluding the monsoon period. 
In STR, an average value of 2 limiting weeks per year may be considered as the “Limiting weeks” and 

thus the corrective factor works out to: Cft = 2 Weeks/ year/36 weeks / year x 100 = 5.5% Cft = 5.56% 
 

 

RCC: (Real Carrying Capacity)  

RCC = PCC x 100-Cfe/100 x 100-Cfw/100 x 100-Cft/100  
= 64 x 100-50/100 x 100-44.44/100 x 100-5.56/100  
= 64 x 0.50 x 0.56 x 0.94  
= 16.79 Vehicle/day  

RCC = 17 Vehicle/day 
 

ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%. 

Hence, ECC = 17 x 0.90 = 15.3 Vehicle/day 

 ECC = 15 Vehicle / day 
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3. Tambve to Nivle to Udgiri Jungle safari : 13.80 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity) 

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 13.80 
km V/a = vehicles/km = 2 vehicles/km 
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/average time of one visit 
RF =12/3=4 
PCC= 13.8 x 2 x 4 = 110.4 vehicles/ day 

 
Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  

Road Erosion: out of 14 km, 1km is more prone to 
erosion. Total road length = 14 km 
Medium erosion sink = 2 km (weighting factor : 2)  
M1 = 2 x 2 = 4 km 
Mt = 13.8 km 
Cfe = 4/13.8 x 100 = 28.99%  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
Disturbance to wildlife: Here the species prone to disturbance owing to visitation is considered. 
Major species of STR that are prone to disturbance includes Gaur, Sambar and barking deer. Due 
to sound of launches and possible fuel pollution this factor must be considered. 
Corrective Factor (CF) = limiting months per year/Total months per 
year*100 Corrective factor for Sambar: 2/9 x 100 = 22.2% 
Corrective factor for Gaur: 2/9 x 100 = 
22.2% (Cf w) = (22.2+22.2)% = 44.44 % 

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
Temporary Closing of Roads: This includes closing of roads due to maintenance and other 
managerial and breeding reasons and official holidays (viz; 1st and 26th January, 1st May, Holi 
period) excluding the monsoon period. 
In STR, an average value of 2 limiting weeks per year may be considered as the “Limiting weeks” and 

thus the corrective factor works out to: Cft = 2 Weeks/ year/36 weeks / year x 100 = 5.5% 
Cft = 5.56% 

 

RCC: (Real Carrying Capacity)  

RCC = PCC x 100-Cfe/100 x 100-Cfw/100 x 100-Cft/100  
= 110.4 x 100-28.99/100 x 100-44.44/100 x 100-5.56/100  
= 110.4 x 0.71 x 0.56 x 0.94  
= 41.2 Vehicle/day  

RCC = 41 Vehicle/day 
 

ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%. 

Hence, ECC = 41 x 0.90 = 36.9 Vehicle/day  

ECC = 37 Vehicle / day 
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A] Calculation of carrying capacity for Nature treks in Core area :  
 

[ Note : Corrective factors are considered negligible for trek as there is negligible chance of erosion 

and wildlife disturbance]  
2. BAMNOLI-MUNAVLE ECOTOURISM 

ZONE (ZONE NUMBER - 2) 

 
1. MetIndoli to Vasota (Vyagrhgad) fort trek : 3.84 km 

 

PCC : (Physical Carrying 

Capacity) PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 3.84 
km V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km 
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 
RF =12/2 = 6 
PCC= 3.84 x 2 x 6 = 46.08 groups/ 

day Cfe : Negligible 
Cf w : Negligible  
RCC: (Real Carrying Capacity)  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 
100%. Hence, ECC =46 x 0.9 = 41.47 groups/day 
ECC = 41 groups / day 

 

2. Met Indoli to Nageshwar Temple trek : 6.10 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 6.10 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km  
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 
RF =12/3 = 4 
PCC= 6.10 x 2 x 4 = 48.8 groups/ day  
RCC = 49 groups/day 

 

ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 49 x 0.9 = 43.92 groups/day  
ECC = 44 groups / day 
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2. Karvat-Kusavde Ecotourism Zone 
 

(Zone Number - 3) 
 
 

3. Vele APC to Dhen to Mayni to Vele Forest trek : 9.57 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 9.57 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km  
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 

RF =12/6 = 2 
PCC= 9.57 x 2 x 2 =38.28 groups/ day  

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
- Negligible  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
- Negligible  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
- Negligible  

RCC = 38.28 groups/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 38.28 x 0.9 = 34.45 groups/day  
ECC =34 groups / day 

 

3. KOYNA-HELWAK ECOTOURISM ZONE 
 

(ZONE NUMBER - 4) 
 

4. Jungli Jaygad Forest trek : 5.51 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 5.51 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km  
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 
RF =12/3 = 4 
PCC= 5.51 x 2 x 4 = 44.08 groups/ day  

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
- Negligible  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
- Negligible  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
- Negligible  

RCC = 44 groups/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 44 x 0.9 = 39.6 groups/day  
ECC =40 groups / day 
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5. Humbarli to Kokan kada (Ramban) Forest trek : 5.43 km 

 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 5.43 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km  
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 
RF =12/3 = 4 
PCC= 5.43 x 2 x 4 = 43.44 groups/ day  

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
- Negligible  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
- Negligible  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
- Negligible  

RCC = 43 groups/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 43 x 0.9 = 39.1 groups/day  
ECC =39 groups / day 

 

6. Humbarli to Ghatmatha Forest trek : 10.20 km 

 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 10.20 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km  
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 
RF =12/6 = 2 
PCC= 10.20 x 2 x 2 = 40.80 groups/ day  

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
- Negligible  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
- Negligible  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
- Negligible  

RCC = 41 groups/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 41 x 0.9 = 36.72 groups/day  
ECC = 37 groups / day 
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4. CHANDOLI ECOTOURISM ZONE 
 

(ZONE NUMBER - 6) 

 

7. Tambve naka to Nivle kuti Vasantsagar trek : 10 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 10 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km  
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 

RF =12/6 = 2 
PCC= 10 x 2 x 2 = 40 groups/ day  

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
- Negligible  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
- Negligible  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
- Negligible  

RCC = 40 groups/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 40 x 0.9 = 36 groups/day  
ECC = 36 groups / day 

 

8. Lapangruh to Janicha Amba trek : 2.14 km 

 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 2.14 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km  

RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 
RF =12/2 = 6 
PCC= 2.14 x 2 x 6 = 25.68 groups/ day  

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
- Negligible  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
- Negligible  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
- Negligible  

RCC = 26 groups/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 26 x 0.9 = 23.11 groups/day  
ECC = 23 groups / day 
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9. Lapangruh to Zolambi plateau trek : 1.37 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 1.37 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km  
RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 
RF =12/2 = 6 
PCC= 1.37 x 2 x 6 = 16.44 groups/ day  

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
- Negligible  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
- Negligible  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
- Negligible  

RCC = 16 groups/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 16 x 0.9 = 14.80 groups/day  
ECC = 15 groups / day 

 

10. Nandoli Kuti to Janicha Amba trek : 4.78 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 4.78 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km  

RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 
RF =12/6 = 2 
PCC= 4.78 x 2 x 2 = 19.12 groups/ day  

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
- Negligible  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
- Negligible  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
- Negligible  

RCC = 19 groups/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 19 x 0.9 = 17.21 groups/day  
ECC = 17 groups / day 

 

11. Janicha Amba to backwater trek : 10.0 km 
 

PCC : (Physical Carrying Capacity)  

PCC= A x V/a x RF  
where A = available area for public use = 10.0 km  
V/a = groups/km = 2 groups/km 
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RF = Rotation factor = Opening period/ average time of one visit 

RF =12/6 = 2  
PCC= 10.0 x 2 x 2 = 40.0 groups/ day  

Cfe : (Corrective factor for road erosion)  
- Negligible  

Cf w : (Corrective factor for wildlife disturbance)  
- Negligible  

Cft : (Corrective Factor for Temporary Closing of Road)  
- Negligible  

RCC = 40 groups/day  
ECC: (Effective Permissible Carrying Capacity)  

For STR, owing the paucity of staff the Management Capacity is around 90%.  
Hence, ECC = 40 x 0.9 = 36 groups/day  
ECC = 36 groups / day 
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Carrying Capacity for Core areas of STR - Vehicle safari.  
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ks 
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ng 

 

                  

city) 
 

    use) ps /  city)   erosi      nce)  of       Capaci  
                     

     km)     on)        Road)        ty)  
                            

  1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone No - 2                       
                            

  Bamnoli to Met                          
1  Indoli Water 9.77 9.77 2 3 58.62 0 9.77 0.00 1  1 1 33.33 0 0.00 100.00 1.00 66.67 0.67 100.00 1.00 39 35 2.65 

  Transport                          
                            

  SubTotal 10 10 2 3 59 0 10 0 1  1 1 33 0 0 100 1 67 1 100 1 39 35 2.65 
                            

  2] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4                       
                            

  Nav to Kolne to                          

2 
 Patharpunj to 

15.00 15.00 2 4 120.00 4 15.00 26.67 2 
 

2 0 44.44 2 5.56 73.33 0.73 55.56 0.56 94.44 0.94 46.17 37 8.10  Bhairavgad  
                           

  jungle safari                          
                            

  SubTotal 15 15 2 4 120 4 15 27 2  2 0 44 2 6 73 1 56 1 94 1 46 37 8.10 
                            

  3] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5                        
                            

  Jadhavwadi to                          
3  Janicha Amba 14.00 14.00 2 4 112.00 4 14.00 28.57 2  2 0 44.44 2 5.56 71.43 0.71 55.56 0.56 94.44 0.94 41.98 38 12.67 

  vehicle Safari                          
                            

  Mandur to               2           
4  Amboli to Nivle 8.00 8.00 2 4 64.00 4 8.00 50.00 2  2 0 44.44  5.56 50.00 0.50 55.56 0.56 94.44 0.94 16.79 15 5.04 

  kuti Safari                          
                            

  Tambve to Nivle             
 44.44 

2 

5.56 71.01 0.71 55.56 0.56 94.44 0.94 41.14 37 7.03 5  to Udgiri Jungle 13.80 13.80 2 4 110.40 4 13.80 28.99 2  2 0  

  safari                          
                             

SubTotal 36 36 
 
6 

 
12 286 12 36 108 

 
6 

 
6 

 
0 

 
133 

 
6 

 
17 

 
192 2 167 2 283 3 100 

 
90 

 
25 

 
60.57 61 

 
10 19 465 16 61 134 

 
9 

 
9 

 
1 

 
211 

 
8 

 
22 

 
366 4 289 3 478 5 185 

 
162 35.49 

 

Carrying Capacity for Core areas of STR - Nature Trek  
 

   
A V/A 

 PCC 
RCC 

  
    (Physi ECC  
   

(Availab (Visiting RF (Real 
 

Sr. 
  cal (Effective  
 

Distance le area vehicles (Rotati Carryi Area 
Name of the Nature Trek Carryin Permissibl 

No. (Km.) for or on ng (sqkm)  g e Carrying    public Groups / Factor) Capac  

   Capaci Capacity)  
   

use) km) 
 

ity) 
 

    ty)   
         

          

 1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone No - 2        
          

1 Met Indoli to Vasota Fort Trek 3.84 3.84 2 6 46.08 46 41.47 0.38 
          

2 
Met indoli to nageshwar temple 

6.10 6.10 2 4 48.80 49 43.92 0.61 
Trek          

          

 SubTotal 9.94 9.94 4 10 95 95 85.39 0.99 
          

 2] Karvat- Kusavde Ecotourism Zone No - 3        

3 
Vele to Dhen to Mayni to Vele APC 

9.57 9.57 2 2 38.28 38 34.45 0.96 
trek          

          

 SubTotal 10 10 2 2 38 38 34.45 1 
          

 3] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4        
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A V/A 

 PCC 
RCC 

  
     (Physi ECC  
    

(Availab (Visiting RF (Real 
 

Sr. 
   cal (Effective  
  

Distance le area vehicles (Rotati Carryi Area 
Name of the Nature Trek Carryin Permissibl 

No. (Km.) for or on ng (sqkm)   g e Carrying     public Groups / Factor) Capac  

    Capaci Capacity)  
    

use) km) 
 

ity) 
 

     ty)   
          
          

4 Jungali jaygad Trek  5.51 5.51 2 4 44.08 44 39.67 0.55 
           

5 Humbarli to Kokan Kada (Ramban)  5.43 5.43 2 4 43.44 43 39.10 0.54 
           

6 Humbarli to Ghatmatha Trek  10.20 10.20 2 2 40.80 41 36.72 1.02 
           

 SubTotal  21.14 21.14 6.00 10.00 128.32 128 115.49 2.11 
           

 4] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5         

7 
Tambve naka to Nivale kuti  

10.00 10.00 2 2 40.00 40 36.00 1.00 
Vasantsagar trek 

 
          
           

8 
Lapangruh to Janicha Amba  

2.14 2.14 2 6 25.68 26 23.11 0.21 
Forest trek 

 
          
           

9 Lapangruh to Zolambi plateau trek  1.37 1.37 2 6 16.44 16 14.80 0.14 
           

10 Nandoli kuti to Janicha Amba trek  4.78 4.78 2 2 19.12 19 17.21 0.48 
           

11 Janicha Amba to backwater trek  10.00 10.00 2 2 40.00 40 36.00 1.00 
           

 SubTotal  28.29 28.29 10.00 18.00 141.24 141 127.12 2.83 
           

 Total  69 69 22 40 403 403 362.45 6.89 
            

 

Carrying Capacity for Core areas of STR Abstract - Vehicle safari 
 

Sr. 

  

PCC 
 

RCC (Real 
ECC (Effective 

 

    
 Distance (Physical  Permissible Area 

No Name of the Vehicle Safari  Carrying 
(Km.) Carrying  Carrying (sq.km) 

. 

  

Capacity)   Capacity)  Capacity)  
        

 1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone - 2       

1 Bamnoli to Met Indoli Water Transport 9.77 58.62 39 35 2.65 
        

 2] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4       

2 Kolne to Patharpunj to Bhairavgad jungle safari 15.00 120.00 46.17 37 8.10 
        

 3] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5       

3 Jadhavwadi to Janicha Amba vehicle Safari 14.00 112.00 41.98 38 12.67 
        

4 Mandur to Amboli to Nivle kuti Safari 8.00 64.00 16.79 15 5.04 
        

5 Tambve to Nivle to Udgiri Jungle safari 13.80 110.40 41.14 37 7.03 

 Total 60.57 465 185 162 35.49 
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Carrying Capacity for Core areas of STR Abstract - Nature Treks  
 

   
PCC 

RCC 
ECC (Effective 

 

Sr.No 
  (Real  
 

Distance (Physical Permissible 
 

Name of the NatureTrek Carrying Area (sqkm) 
. (Km.) Carrying Carrying  Capacity  

   

Capacity) Capacity) 
 

   )  
      

       

 1] Bamnoli - Munavle Ecotourism Zone No - 2      

1 Met Indoli to Vasota Fort Trek 3.84 46.08 46 41.47 0.38 
       

2 Met indoli to nageshwar temple Trek 6.10 48.80 49 43.92 0.61 
       

 2] Karvat- Kusavde Ecotourism Zone No - 3      

3 Vele to Dhen to Mayni to Vele APC trek 9.57 38.28 38 34.45 0.96 
       

 3] Koyna - Helwak Ecotourism Zone No - 4      

4 Jungali jaygad Trek 5.51 44.08 44 39.67 0.55 
       

5 Humbarli to Kokan Kada (Ramban) 5.43 43.44 43 39.10 0.54 
       

6 Humbarli to Ghatmatha Trek 10.20 40.80 41 36.72 1.02 
       

 4] Chandoli Ecotourism Zone No - 5      

7 Tambve naka to Nivale kuti Vasantsagar trek 10.00 40.00 40 36.00 1.00 
       

8 Lapangruh to Janicha Amba Forest trek 2.14 25.68 26 23.11 0.21 
       

9 Lapangruh to Zolambi plateau trek 1.37 16.44 16 14.80 0.14 
       

10 Nandoli kuti to Janicha Amba trek 4.78 19.12 19 17.21 0.48 
       

11 Janicha Amba to backwater trek 10.00 40.00 40 36.00 1.00 
       

 Total 69 403 403 362.45 6.89 
        

 

 

Area calculation for Ecotourism in STR 
 
 

Core area of STR 
Area for Ecotourism 

% area for Ecotourism 

(SqKm) in Core  

   

600.12 42.38 7.06 
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Annexure 11.14 Table giving Bharat Stage Emission Standards Timeline 

 

The following table gives the timeline of the BS norms being implemented in India starting from the 

India 2000 till the latest BS-VI norms. 
 

 

Ecotourism Vehicle safari road details for Buffer areas of STR 

 

Standard (Reference) Year Region 

   

India 2000 (Euro 1) 2000 Nationwide 
   

BS II (Euro 2) 2001 Metro cities 
   

 2003 10 more major cities 
   

 2005 Nationwide 
   

BS III (Euro 3) 2005 Metro & Major cities 
   

 2010 Nationwide 
   

BS IV (Euro 4) 2010 Metro & Major cities 
   

 2017 Nationwide 
   

BS V (Euro 5) Skipped Skipped 
   

BS VI (Euro 6) 2018 Delhi 
   

 2019 NCR 
   

 2020 Nationwide 
    

# The above table gives information for four-wheeler vehicles. 
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Annexure 11.17 Eco-tourism rates & entry timing details  
 
 
 

No. 
Name of the Ecotourism Entry fee 

Pvt Vehicle Bus/Boat fee 
Camera Camera Camera (Point 

Guide fee 
  

Zone < 12 yrs >12 yrs (high end) (DSLR) & Shoot)     
          

1 Kandat ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 ₹ 250 ₹ 100 ₹ 50 ₹ 250 

2 Bamnoli-Munavle ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 ₹ 250 ₹ 100 ₹ 50 ₹ 250 

3 Karvat-Kusavde ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 ₹ 250 ₹ 100 ₹ 50 ₹ 250 

4 Koyna-Helwak ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 ₹ 250 ₹ 100 ₹ 50 ₹ 250 

5 Chandoli ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 ₹ 250 ₹ 100 ₹ 50 ₹ 250 

6 Paneri-Bhosgaon ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 ₹ 250 ₹ 100 ₹ 50 ₹ 250 

7 Amba ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 100 ₹ 150 ₹ 250 ₹ 100 ₹ 50 ₹ 250  
 

No. Name of the Ecotourism Zone 

 
Nisarg Bhramanti (Bus Safari) 
 

< 12 yrs > 12 yrs 

 
Remark 

 

1 Kandat ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

2 Bamnoli-Munavle ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

3 Karvat-Kusavde ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

4 Koyna-Helwak ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

5 Chandoli ETZ ₹ 200 ₹ 250 

6 Paneri-Bhosgaon ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350 

7 Amba ETZ ₹ 300 ₹ 350  

 
1. All rates are inclusive of Entry fee, Bus fare, Guide 

fee & other expenses. 
 
2. Hiring Bus for Nisarg Bhramanti : Bus will 

be available at ₹ 35 / Km with given rates. 

 
No. 

 
Name of the Ecotourism Zone 

 
Entry fee 

 
< 12 yrs >12 yrs 

 
Guide 

 
Remark 

 

1 Kandat ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500  

2 Bamnoli-Munavle ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500  

3 Karvat-Kusavde ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500 

Guide is 
4 Koyna-Helwak ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500 

compulsory 
5 Chandoli ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500  

6 Paneri-Bhosgaon ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500  

7 Amba ETZ ₹ 50 ₹ 100 ₹ 500   
 

Indian  
Students 

 
Other than  

Indian Students 

 

 
Indian Citizen 

 

 
Non Indian 

 

 
children <5 

 

 
Remark 

 

 

₹ 15 

 

 

₹ 30 

 

 

₹ 30 

 

 

₹ 60  

 

 

₹ 0 

 
 

Other fares applied as per 

Maharashtra forest rules 

 
No. 

 
Schools within Buffer 

 
Schools within Tehsils  

of STR 

 
 

Schools within District Schools within 

of STR State 

 
Other states 

 

4 
 

100% concession 
 

75% 
 

50% 
 

25% 
 

0 
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Annexure No. 11.21 List of Resorts, Homestay in Buffer Area of STR  
 

 

Sr. 
Govt/Private Name of stay facility Place No. of Suites 

No.       
       

1 Govt (PWD) 
 Holiday homes Koynanagar, Teh-  10 
 

Holiday homes Dormitory Patan, Dist -Satara 8 beds    
     

2 Govt (MTDC) Koyna Lake Resort Koynanagar 10 
       

3   Ekvira   6 
      

4   Holiday homes Kamargaon 6 
      

5 
Private homestay 

 Vasant Shelar Navja 2 
      

6 
 

Mahesh Shelar Navja Colony 2   
      

7   Hotel Shivshambho Manainagar 4 
      

8   Visava Homestay Humbarali 5 
       

9   Presidency Resort 
Humbarali 

 8 
      

10 
  

Presidency Resort - Dormitory 
 

1     
      

11   Gagan Vihar Humbarali 1 
      

12   Wind salet Resort Humbarali 4 
      

13   Vaji Resort Humbarali 4 
      

14   Gursale Resort Humbarali 10 
      

15   Nisarg Paryatan Humbarali 6 
      

16   Shrushti Resort Humbarali 7 

17   Red stone villa Kathi (Avasari) 2 
      

18   Kathi hills Kathi (Avasari) 4 
      

19   Manas Nature tourism centre Kathi (Avasari) 5 
      

20   Nature Nest Agro Tourism Centre Kathi (Avasari) 4 
      

21   Backwater cabins Agro Tourism Centre Kathi (Avasari) 13 
      

22   Windy hills Agro Tourism Centre Kathi (Avasari) 10 
       

23   Van Visawa Amba 12 
      

24   Hill view Amba 13 
      

25   Mango Resort Amba 5 
      

26   Vanashree Resort Amba 6 
      

27   Sawai Mansingh Resort Amba 3 
      

28 Private Resorts Shangrilla Resort Amba 8 

29   Hornbill Resort Amba 7 
      

30   Konkan Palace Amba 9 
      

31   Sunrise Resort Amba 10 
      

32   Aditya Residency Amba 14 
       

 

 
STR Tiger Conservation Plan: 2023-24 to 2032-33, Page No. 190 



87 
 
 
 

 

33 
 

34 
 

35 
 

36 
 

37 
 

38 
 

39 
 

40 
 

41 
 

42 
 

43 
 

44 
 

45 
 

46 
 

47 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Shivsai Resort Amba 2 
    

Devrai Resort Amba 5 
    

Nisarg Ninad Resort Amba 6 
    

Jungle Resort Amba 7 
    

Green Villa Resort Amba 9 
    

Garwa Resort Amba 3 
    

Parivar Resort Amba 5 
    

Mauli Resort Amba 9 
    

Amba Resort Amba 9 
    

Blue Mormon Resort Amba 8 
    

Gokul Resort Amba 6 
    

Digvijay Resort Amba 6 
    

Nisarg Resort Amba 7 
    

Barekar Resort Amba 9 
    

Vrundawan Resort Amba 6 
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	 "There is still so much in the world worth fighting for. 
So much that is beautiful, so many wonderful people 

working to reverse the harm, to help alleviate the suffering. 
And so many young people are dedicated to making this a 
better world. All conspiring to inspire us and to give us hope 

that it is not too late to turn things around,  
if we all do our part."  

- Dr. Jane Goodall, 2018

Office of the Conservator of Forests & Field Director 
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve Kolhapur, Maharashtra 

2nd floor, Vanvardhan building, opposite to post offic, Tarabai Park Kolhapur -416003 
Telephone: 0231 2542766 email: ccfwlkolhapur@mahaforest.gov.in 

Website: www.sahyadritigers.org 

Follow us @sahyadritr

mailto:ccfwlkolhapur@mahaforest.gov.in
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