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THE BEST
ACHIEVERS
YEAR 2023-24

For Achieving Foot Patrolling Targets

Let’s celebrate the
achievement of the best-
performing forest guards at
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve.
These frontline soldiers of the
forest foot patrolling in their
respective divisions.

We are happy to announce
the top four achievers who
have completed all 12
protocols of the years 2023-
24.

CONTENT

Forest Guard -Ramesh Jadhavar

Beat -Humbarne
Round -Dhebewadi
Range -Dhebewadi
Duration Year 2023 -12 Month
Target -1680 Km./Year
Foot Patrolling -2745.67 Km.

Avg. Foot Patrolling -228.81 Km./month
Protocols Completed -12

Forest Guard -Sanjay Fhad

Beat -Nivale Ko.
Round -Nivale ko.
Range -Chandoli
Duration Year 2023 -12 Month
Target -1680 Km./Year
Foot Patrolling -2392.94 Km.

Avg. Foot Patrolling -198.58 Km./month
Protocols Completed -12

Forest Guard -Bharat Khutale RO

Beat -Rundiv North
Round -Rundiv

Range -Helwak
Duration Year 2023  -12 Month
Target -1680 Km./Year
Foot Patrolling -2060.99 Km.

Avg. Foot Patrolling -188.41 km./month
Protocols Completed -12

A Ray of hope... for Sahyadri Tiger Reserve..!

Reptilian beauty of STR A day with Sarada superba

Corridor habitats matter:the case of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve

Forest Guard -Ramdas Danane

Beat -Gothane
Round -Nivale ko.
Range -Chandoli
Duration Year 2023 -12 Month
Target -1680 Km./Year
Foot Patrolling -2040.15 Km.

Avg. Foot Patrolling -170.01 Km./month
Protocols Completed -12

First camera trap record of five Mammal Species IN Sahyadri Tiger Reserve

STR-T1 Tiger from Microscopic Perspective

News of Sahyadri Tiger Reserver
Various Awareness Programs
Fellowship and Internship Programme




FROM THE FIELD DIRECTOR’S DESK...

Shri. R. M. Ramanujam, IFS
Conservator of Forests & Field Director,
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve

With pleasure, I would like to inform you all that the presence of the tiger in Sahyadri Tiger Reserve
has been confirmed once again. Field staff of the STR documented tiger pugmarks during
patrolling on December 12, 2023 and subsequently, the first image of tiger, since 2018 was captured by the
camera traps on December 17,2023. Since then, the field staff are meticulously monitoring the presence of tiger. A
recovery project for tigers is now underway, in order to secure the safe future for tigers in the Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve and its surrounding landscape. Tiger Recovery Program - Phase I has been planned meticulously with the
help of Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun to establish viable population of tigerin STR and to increase prey
population.

Necessary permission has been granted to establish the Sahyadri Wildlife Research Facility (SWRF) in STR,
which will facilitate students, researchers and forest staff indulged in wildlife research, training and
documentation in the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve and its adjoining landscape. A Tiger Cell, as a part of Sahyadri
Wildlife Research Facility (SWRF) has been established in the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve at Karad to monitor tiger and
other wildlife species of STR. This cell is also focussing more on capacity building for the field staff in wildlife
monitoring. A Cyber Cell was established on May 7, 2024, at the STR office in Kolhapur to combat illegal poaching
and smuggling related to wildlife.

These initiatives underscore a comprehensive approach towards wildlife conservation, encompassing
monitoring, research, capacity building and law enforcement to conserve the biodiversity of the Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve. The Tiger Conservation Plan (TCP) of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve has been prepared for the period 2024-25 to
2033-34 and a draft copy has also been submitted to NTCA for approval.

Inter-state coordination meeting under the title ‘Partnership for Forest-Wildlife Conservation” among the
officers from Forest Departments of the states Karnataka, Maharashtra and Goa was conducted on May 15, 2024
at Dandeli. Meeting was attended by adjoining Wildlife and Territorial divisions of the three states to address the
challenges regarding illegal activities, human - wildlife conflicts, tiger Conservation and monitoring of corridors.
The meeting has improved the co-ordination between the forest officers from three states.

Nature Education programmes were conducted for school students and local communities by STR to
enhance public awareness regarding the importance of wildlife, ecosystems and conservation efforts being taken
by STR. Such programmes were conducted in the schools and colleges of buffer and semi-urban area. Around
17500 students participated in the Nature Education programmes in the years 2023 and 2024.

Internship programs in the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve Conservation Foundation offer valuable opportunities
for the individuals interested in wildlife conservation, forest management and GIS to gain practical experience.
These internships are typically designed to provide hands-on learning experiences and it contributed towards the
conservation efforts to a large extent.

Medical camps organised in the interior villages of STR buffer has gained goodwill among the villagers.
STR has conducted medical camps in the year 2023 and 2024. Medical camps were organised in 79 villages and
2281 villagers, especially, women and elderly people, got benefitted.

Overall, all these programs and activities play a crucial role in supporting the conservation goal of STR,
enhancing community well-being and providing valuable learning experiences for the individuals interested in
wildlife Research, management, monitoring and conservation.

Best wishes to the staffs and officers for success in all their endeavours.




A RAY OF HOPE... FOR SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE..!

Imagine you are the manager of a tiger
reserve. Your reserve doesn't have any
tigers, and people are asking about tiger numbers at a
public meeting. This situation is particularly
embarrassing, especially for those of us who have
worked in various tiger reserves for the past 13 years.
Despite, I have always explained why our tiger reserve
currently has no tigers and what we are doing to bring
them back.

Whenever I was on field tours and patrolling
with my staff, my eyes were always searching for any
evidence of tiger presence, hoping that one day we
might surprisingly find proof of tigers. However, the
reality of the tiger's absence in STR continually
dampens my hopes. I have spent nearly 3.5 years in
STR, hoping for a long track of tiger pugmarks, a
roaring echo in the Sahyadri valleys, a camera trap
photo of the striped cat, or even news of direct
sightings reported by field staff. Unfortunately, none
of these have materialized. Now, as my tenure at STR
comes to an end; I must go in search of new territory
for myself. Our team has made significant efforts in
effective wildlife management, serious monitoring,
and strict protection, which were within our control.
However, naturally bringing tigers from elsewhere is
something which is beyond our capacity.

In the last 12 years, we could capture tiger
photographs on two occasions: in 2011, we captured a
photograph at one location, and in 2018, we got
photos at four different locations along the same
route. Later, the same individual which was captured
in the_year_29}8, was photographe_d in Kali
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Reserve in 2020. Since then, we have found no further
evidence of tigers. However, we have been working on
a tiger recovery plan since 2017 to reintroduce a
viable population of tigers to STR and its landscape,
which was locally extinct. We have completed Phase I
of the tiger recovery program with the help and
guidance of Wildlife Institute of Indian (WII),
Dehradun, and we are now preparing for Phase II,
which includes proactive measures for prey
augmentation and tiger reintroduction. As days
passed, we were engaged in preparing various
proposals for funding, securing different permissions
for tiger reintroduction, and planning staff training.
We also visited the Sonarli beat December 9, 2023 o
select a site for erecting the tiger release facility and
identified an area for constructing the enclosure in the
same beat.

On December 12, 2023, while I was in Nagpur
for a meeting, I received a message from RFO
Chandoli Shri. Nandkumar Nalawade; informing me
that our patrolling staff had found tiger pugmarks on
the bank of the reservoir. Although he was excited, I
remained skeptical. Because most of the times, news
of tiger sightings or indirect evidence turns out to be
incorrect. So, this time as well I was not sure about its
truthfulness. However, when I saw the images of
pugmarks, I noticed that the size of the pugmarks was
larger than expected—bigger than a leopard’s, I knew
this may confuse the field staff. Hence, I observed
pugmark photos carefully and I got excited as my
experience of working in tiger landscapes was saying,
yes, it'satiger! Ihurriedly returned to Karad, caught a




flight that same day, reached Belagavi airport and
headed directly to the field to witness the impression
of God of forest right in the land of STR for whom 1
was waiting for 3.5 years.

I went straight to the Chandoli Range Office.
After having a cup of tea there I, along with Ms.
Snehlata Patil, DFO; CNP, Shri. Sandip Jopale, RFO;
Shri. Shivaji Patil Forester; and Forest Guard, travelled
to the boat jetty near the Chandoli dam wall by
vehicle. The boatman, Shri Dnyandev Parit, was
waiting for us. We were so excited to take the Darshan
of the god’'s own impression in our soil that we
literally jumped into the boat with excitement.
Although T had seen many tigers and
number of trails of their pugmarks
during my service, this was particularly |
special because, despite having a tiger
reserve, there had been no tiger since ©
2018. For me it was like, we were having |
God's temple but there was no God and i
we were waiting for him 6 years. It had #
become a personal thing for me and I
was contemplating that If the tiger had
returned and stayed in STR, it would
validate our hard works and continuous
efforts in management, protection and
monitoring efforts that were never
appreciated by anyone. Many people have
disregarded me for no reason, but I remained
focused on scientific management and capacity
building for our field staff in various areas. Hence, I
was thinking as I boarded the boat that if they really
are tiger pug marks, I would be satisfied forever with
my three-and-a-half-year service here. The tiger is
not just the soul of the jungle; he is ruling the Jungle
Raj and balancing the activities within it, much like an
elder person runs his home.

As we approached Durgewadi Island and
neared the sacred location where the pugmarks were
first observed, I had many thoughts flowing through
my mind. The boat slowed down and turned towards
the bank of the reservoir. We got off the boat with
excitement and rushed to the site where the
pugmarks had been found. Everyone was eagerly
awaiting my confirmation that these were indeed
tiger pugmarks. When Ireached the spot and saw the
impression, I was overjoyed and highly satisfied. The
pugmark was 16x16 cm in size. I could hardly believe

it—it was a tiger. I congratulated all the field staff and
officers. This was not merely a pugmark; it was a ray of
hope for STR and its manager. This is the only tiger
reserve outside Vidarbha, the northernmost tiger
landscape in the Western Ghats and only in the
Sahyadri ranges. It gave hope that the Sahyadri
would roar again, with valleys reverberating with
echoes of the tiger's roar. Jungle trails that had been
blank would now be decorated with tiger pugmarks,
PIP would be stamped by tigers, camera traps would
flash repeatedly when tiger would be crossing them,
and the jungle would come alive with the alarm calls
of herbivores at the tiger's gaze. Co-predators like

leopards and wild dogs would have to adjust their
activities to the tiger's presence. The entire jungle
would be on alert due to the arrival of the King of the
Jungle. I could imagine and visualize what could
happen in this kingdom of the jungle with a tiger
roaming the trails.

After confirming that these were indeed tiger
pugmarks, we celebrated the tiger's arrival by
congratulating each other. We had the entire day
ahead, so we decided to track the tiger's trail to
determine where it had come from and where it was
headed. We began by tracking the forward trail
towards the eastern side on foot, while our boat
followed us through the water. The tiger had
preferred to walk along the bank of the reservoir but
intermitantly took shortcuts through the jungle at
various points, rejoining the bank as the reservoir's
bank is irregular. While tracking the tiger's trail, I
imagined how majestic it must look walking this path.
After tracking for 2 km, we reached near Durgewadi
Island. Beyond that, we could not find the forward
trail. Keenly observing the trail and direction of the
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last pugmarks, I guessed the tiger might have gone
onto Durgewadi Island. I asked the boatman to bring
the boat to the bank. We crossed the water and got
down on the island at the spot nearest to the last
pugmark. My guess was correct; we found a clear
pugmark and continued following the trail. The island,
less than 1 acre in size, was densely wooded. There was
a small strip, 5-6 meters wide, between the jungle and
the water where the tiger had also walked. After 30-40
meters of walking, the trail disappeared again. We
searched the entire island but found no further tracks.
As we walked on this small island, we were filled with
goosebumps, imagining the tiger might still be on the
same island. But we were lucky and excited so much
that overshadowed these this imagination never
turned into reality.

We returned to the location where we had
found the lastimpression on the island. It was evening,
and the sun had already set behind the Sahyadri
ranges. We discussed our next steps and considered
the possibility that the tiger might have crossed the
entire reservoir to the other side. This was a wild guess,
but I estimated the nearest spot on the other side of
the reservoir, which was more than 500 meters away. I

knew that tigers are good swimmers, as demonstrated
by Jay, the tiger from UKP WLS, Nagpur who often
crossed the Gosekhurd reservoir. With daylight fading,
we started the boat and headed towards the nearest
spot on the other side of the reservoir. We reached the
spot after a few minutes, turned on our mobile
torches, and everyone began searching for the tiger's
impression. One of the staff members shouted,
“Pugmarks are here!” We rushed to the spot and
confirmed that it was indeed a tiger pugmark. We were
all astonished by the tiger's swimming capacity in a
reservoir which is full of crocodiles. We were
immensely happy and struggled to put our feelings
into words. With overwhelming satisfaction, we
decided to return to the range office. We boarded the
boat, and the boatman started the engine, turning the
boat towards the east, towards the dam wall. The boat
was filled with collective happiness, and we could feel
everyone's joy even amidst the darkness and the more
than 80 decibel noise of the engine.

On the second day, we resumed our journey
from where we had halted the previous evening. We
encountered the last pugmark and diligently followed
its trail. Unfortunately, we could trace it for only a few
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meters before the signs disappeared. We advanced to
the reservoir bank, more than a kilometre away, but
discovered no further traces. It seemed the tiger might
have traversed the jungle without reaching the bank.
We meticulously examined every potential site along
the reservoir but found no additional trails up to 3
kilometres. At one location, where a substantial
landslide had occurred in past years, we identified a
few pugmarks along the reservoir bank. Yet again, the
trail was lost. After an extensive search spanning 3 to 4
kilometres, we finally discovered pugmarks in a large
nallah originating from the Zolambi beat. We set up
camera traps at every conceivable site, hopeful for the
elusive image of the majestic tiger. Our investigation
into the tiger's trail and movement through the
Zolambi nullah led us to conclude that the tiger had
passed through this area. The following day, our
protection labour discovered tiger scat in the same
nullah.

Determined to trace the tiger's movements
further, we decided to revisit the site of the initial
pugmarks and search for a backward trail. We
managed to track the trail for approximately 7 to 8
kilometres along the reservoir before it became
untraceable. Over the last two days, we successfully
tracked the tiger's trail for nearly 15 to 16 kilometres
through the rugged terrain of the Sahyadri. We
installed camera traps at over 104 locations to monitor
the tiger's movement.

Recently, our team visited NNTR, PTR (MS),
and PTR (MP) to study tiger monitoring, soft release
facilities, and prey translocation as part of our Tiger
Recovery Project, Phase II, which is planned for the

next four years. Our esteemed Forest Minister, Shri
Sudhir Mungantivar, has announced the
reintroduction of tigers into STR, and the NTCA has
also granted the necessary consent. We were all
thrilled by the project and began our preparations in
earnest. Upon returning from the study tour of three
central Indian tiger reserves, my team was highly
motivated and ready to serve. Accompanied by the
DFO of Chandoli and the RFOs, I visited the Sonarli
beat to select a site for constructing a soft release
enclosure for tigers. We finalized the site for the tiger
enclosure. Coincidentally, we received news of fresh
tiger pugmarks in the same beat after Three days, on
12.12.2023. This was not merely a coincidence but a
'ray of hope' for STR. It signified a positive omen for
our tiger reintroduction program. The pugmarks were
more than just impressions for us; they were a stamp
of assurance from nature that STR is an effectively
managed tiger habitat and a green signal to proceed
with the tiger reintroduction. For us, these pugmark
impressions were also a testament to the continuous
hard work and sacrifices made by our field staff and
officers, whose efforts often went underappreciated.
Personally, for me, this was a profound satisfaction
beyond words, reflecting nearly four years of
dedicated service to the Sahyadri.
The arrival of tigers into STR has [
sparked renewed hope for tiger
conservation in the STR landscape '
among all the well-wishers and |
supporters of the Sahyadri.

- g5

Shri. Uttam Sawant, LF.S.
Deputy Director, Koyna Wildlife Division,
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, Karad
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REPTILIAN BEAUTY OF STR
A DAY WITH SARADA SUPERBA

It was a fine day in the last week of May when I found
myself in Satara for an official meeting at the
collector's office. Surprisingly, the meeting concluded
earlier than expected, around 11:30 am, leaving me
with unexpected free time. Seizing the opportunity, one
of my colleagues suggested a detour on our way back
to the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve headquarters at Karad—a
route via Chalkewadi instead of the usual Satara-Karad
highway. The reason? It was the peak of the breeding
season for the fan-throated lizard, the Sarada superba,
which could only be found on the plateau of
Chalkewadi Satara. Besides this plateau is abode to
many other endemic species of western ghats i.e.
Malabar Lark, Red back spider, carnivorous plant
Drocera burmani and various Strobilanthes species.

Having been appointed at the Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve just two months back, I had not seen this
species even once but already heard numerous stories
about this unique species from my seniors and staff.
The Sarada superba isn't just another creature of the
reserve; it is a symbol of beauty of its biodiversity and a
crucial species in the delicate ecosystem of the
Chalkewadi plateau. Ever since my arrival, I had
immersed myself in studying the biodiversity of tiger
reserve, particularly its endemism. Images of the Sarada
superba had captivated me the vivid blues, oranges, and
blacks of the flap of skin beneath their jaws had sparked
my curiosity. The day seemed like the perfect
opportunity to witness this magnificent reptile
firsthand.

Excited by the prospect, we ventured onto the
offbeat road that wound through the rugged terrain of
Chalkewadi. The area comes under the Patan (WL)
range of STR. Around 12:30 pm, we reached the Vele-
Dhen protection hut of the Patan range, which is
located on the plateau. We briefed the forest staff
present at the hut about our purpose and were
accompanied by group of forest staff including round

officer Shri. Ma Karpe, forest guards Shri. Balaji
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The Plateau

The Chalkewadi plateau, part of the
Northern Western Ghats formed around 65
million years ago due to volcanic activity, is
predominantly composed of laterite rock rich in
iron and aluminium. Known locally as 'sadas’
("IST" in Marathi), these rocky outcrops support a
unique ecosystem within the biodiversity hotspot
of the Western Ghats. Despite harsh conditions
with extreme temperatures and heavy monsoon
rains, the plateau hosts endemic species such as
the Malabar Lark, Red back spider, Caecilians,
Drocera burmani (a carnivorous plant), and
various Strobilanthes species.

While floral diversity is limited due to the
challenging climate, the plateau harbors
ephemeral and endemic plants adapted to these
conditions. Faunal diversity is also notable,
including insects, arachnids, amphibians, and
reptiles, although comprehensive surveys of
animal species are lacking. Despite its ecological
significance and provision of crucial ecosystem
services, the plateau is classified as 'wasteland' in
government records and faces significant
anthropogenic pressures, particularly from wind
farming.

It is essential to recognize the ecological
importance of these habitats beyond their
'wasteland' designation and prioritize their
protection. They represent some of the best lands
for diverse flora and fauna in the Western Ghats
region.

(Source - "Rockey Outcrops as Special Habitats in

North Western Ghats Maharashtra”
- by Aparna Watve, Envis 2008)

Nikam and Dipak Sorat, forest watchers Bhagwan Kokre
and Shankar Kokre. The quest for reptile culminated




into a patrolling detour in the Patan range. As we
explored, the plateau revealed its stark beauty—rocky
outcrops, sparse vegetation, and the relentless midday
sun beating down upon us. The presence of hundreds
of windmills on plateau dominates the 360-degree
view, prompting contemplation on their potential
impact on the ecosystem.

My colleague, Shri. Dnyaneshwar Rakshe an
accomplished Range Forest Officer, with a keen eye for
wildlife, guided us to a promising spot where the Sarada
superba was known to frequent during their mating
season. There, we spotted several female Sarada
superba, each with slightly inflated bellies, indicating
they were pregnant. The females are not as decorated
as males. They are smaller in size with no throat fan or
colorful dewlap.

As we moved ahead, my initial hope turned into
a bit of disappointment since we had not yet
encountered what we were searching for. However, as
we approached a rocky ledge overlooking a dry creek
bed, my colleague motioned for silence and pointed
ahead. There, basking in the sun, were two male Sarada
superba—one on each rock. We observed in silence fora
few moments. However, I couldn't help but notice that
the males were moving on the rocky surfaces normally
and not displaying their colorful throat flaps.
Disappointed, I asked aloud why this might be the case.
One of the forest guards in our group calmly replied,
"They will, Sir, once a female arrives in the vicinity. We
just have towait a while."

Sure enough, moments later, a female passed
by the rocks, and the scene unfolded exactly as I had
hoped. The males erupted into a display of vibrant
colors, bobbing their heads and extending their
dewlaps in synchronized movements—a dance of
courtship that underscored their resilience and
adaptability in the harsh environment of

Chalkewadi. I was mesmerized by the
sight before me. The males'
hgea t s were ablaze with
vibrant hues as they
engaged in elaborate
disp ‘. s, each trying to

out shine the other to

blues,

. world around us.

———

act a mate. The |

Effect of windfarm on plateau ecology
The 2018 study by Zambre et al., published in Nature
Ecology & Evolution, reveals that wind turbines on
the Chalkewadi plateau have significantly affected
its ecology. It shows a marked decrease in avian
predators like buzzards, eagles, and kites in turbine
areas, leading to a threefold increase in the
population of lizards, notably the endemic fan-
throated lizard. The lizards on wind farms exhibit
behavioral changes such as being thinner, bolder,
and having less colorful dewlaps, attributed to
reduced predation pressure. The study highlights
how wind turbines can alter ecosystems by
reshaping predator-prey interactions and
influencing species behavior.

oranges, and blacks—were breathtaking, just as I had
imagined from the images and descriptions I went
through. One | " ’
more amazing
thing we could
notice was their
bipedal gait.Iwas
astonished by ™
seeing their ability to run on their hind legs.

As we stood there witnessing this spectacle, we
were filled with a sense of reverence and gratitude. The
fleeting mating ritual symbolized the beauty and
resilience of life in the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve,
highlighting the intricate balance that sustains its
diverse ecosystem.

Walking back to our vehicle, I carried with me a
deeper appreciation for the Sarada superba and its
significance in the plateau ecosystem. Reflecting on the
day's events, I realized how privileged I was to witness
such a scene—nature's resilience and beauty on full
display in the face of challenging
conditions. This encounter with the (@i
Sarada superba had left an indelible Fg
mark on my memory, a testament to §
the wonders that await those willing &
to explore and appreciate the natural &

Ravikant Shivajirao Dengare.
Asst. Conservatorof Forests, Koyna
Sahyadri Tider reserve, Karad
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CORRIDOR HABITATS MATTER
THE CASE OF THE SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE

The Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (STR) is one
among the six Tiger Reserves in the state of
Maharashtra, and the sole TR in the western part of the
state. The STR protects a reasonable Core area of about
600 sq.km., along with another 565 sq.km. of Buffer
area. Even during its declaration in 2010, STR did not
have a large population of tigers. At least one tiger was
photographed on a camera-trap in the area before the
declaration. Another male tiger was recorded using the
habitat in STR in 2018, and was then spotted in the Kali
Tiger Reserve in 2020. Presently, the STR still has only
one male tiger, a different individual, which has
migrated to the reserve from a linear forested corridor
south of the reserve.

This linear corridor connects the STR to a
complex of Protected Areas (Pas), including the Kali
Tiger Reserve (KTR) of Karnataka, located nearly 200 km
away to the south of STR. Kali and adjoining PAs have a
breeding population of tigers, estimated at about 20
individuals, which together form a potential source
landscape for the STR. The corridor connecting both
Tiger Reserves comprises of Reserved Forests,
Conservation Reserves, and Wildlife Sanctuaries,
interspersed with human settlements, agriculture,
mines, and a network of highways and village roads.
The majority of the corridor lies in Maharashtra, where a
number of Conservation Reserves (CRs) were declared
between the years 2020 and 2022 in order to protect
the remaining forest habitat and wildlife.

In the year 2022-23, a collaborative study
initiated by the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, Territorial
Forest Circle of Kolhapur, and the Wildlife Conservation
Trust (WCT) found some interesting insights on wild
animal status in the CR areas of Maharashtra. The
objectives of the study were to (a) assess the population
status of tigers and leopards in the CRs, (b) -
calculate indices of wild herbivore
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abundance i.e. prey species, (c) understand areas where
large carnivores are breeding. Besides these, there were
other research and management objectives which were
taken up as part of this study.

The camera-trap sampling in the CRs and
corridor habitats found a total of 36 different species, of
which, not surprisingly, humans were the most
photographed species (641 independent photos). Gaur
was the most photographed wild animal (277
independent photos). The leopard was the most
photographed large carnivore (106 captures), followed
by sloth bear (29 captures), tiger (24 captures), and the
least photographed large carnivore was the dhole (17
captures). The leopard was photographed throughout
the corridor, whereas the dhole was found in some
pockets of the corridor; the tiger and sloth bear were
found only in the southern portion of the corridor,
below the Radhanagari Wildlife Sanctuary. No tigers or
bears were photographed in the areas between
Sahyadri TR and Radhanagari WLS. The study identified
atotal of 46 leopards and 10 tigers (8 adults + 2 cubs) in
the CRs and adjoining habitats of the corridor.

INDEPENDENT CAPTURES

'ﬂff’z*n
o TR A g

Independent captures of key large mammal species in
the corridor. Image credit: WCT/STR/Maharashtra FD

In terms of prey species, gaur, sambar, barking
deer, and wild pig were photographed in all the CR
areas. This is a good sign, as it indicates that large to
medium-sized wild prey is still available for large
carnivores in fragmented corridor habitats. The study

only estimated relative abundance indices of prey
species, which are not accurate when
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Spatial locations of camera-traps with large carnivores
photographed in the corridor. Map credit: WCT/STR/Maharashtra FD
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Spatial locations of camera-traps with large carnivores
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compared to density estimates, but future
studies can examine densities of prey using
better study designs.

In terms of identification of breeding
areas, all four large carnivores were found to be
breeding in at least one CR, indicating the
importance of the corridor landscape for the
persistence of all four species.

In conclusion, this study created a systematic
baseline for large carnivore status in the
different CRs. The study found that some CR
areas are already breeding areas for tigers,
therefore improving protection measures in
the new CRs will help improve the status of
tigers in the landscape and eventually allow
tiger colonisation in STR. The other three
large carnivore species will also benefit from
regular patrolling and enforcement activities
in the corridor region. In conclusion, this
study created a systematic baseline for large
carnivore status in the different CRs. The
study found that some CR areas are already
breeding areas for tigers, therefore
improving protection measures in the new
CRs will help improve the status of tigers in
the landscape and eventually allow tiger
colonisation in STR. The other three large
carnivore species will also
benefit from regular
patrolling and enforcement
activities in the corridor
region.

Girish Punjabi,
Conservation Biologist,
Wildlife Conservation Trust

Tiger cubs photographed in the corridor. Picture Credit: WCT/STR/ Maharashtra FD




FIRST CAMERA TRAP RECORD

OF FIVE MAMMAL SPECIES IN SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE

Nilesh Patil & Akash Patil, Ecologist, STR

Uttam Sawant LF.S, Deputy Director, Koyna, STR
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Situated in the Western Ghats of India, the
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve spans 1165.57 sg.km. of which
600.12 sqg.km. is the critical tiger habitat or core area

and 565.45 sq.km the reserve's buffer area or
peripheral area. This reserve is well-known for its rich
biodiversity, including variety of rare and endemic
species. The reserve's diverse habitats, such as
woodlands, grasslands, riparian zones, aquatic areas,
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The first camera trap
record of a mammal species in
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve can
have important implication
for conservation efforts. It
may indicate the presence of
species previously unknown
or under-recorded, and marks
the initial confirmation of a
species presence which could
influence management and
protection strategies for the
reserve.

In recent years, 5
mammalian species were
recorded for the first time
through camera traps in
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. The
first camera trap record of a
species in a reserve is a
significant event and each
new record adds to our
understanding of the
reserve’s ecological dynamics
and reinforces the need for
continued monitoring and
conservation efforts to
protectits rich biodiversity.

unique and species-specific habitats, collectively
support a rich variety of wildlife in Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve. Each habitat type offers distinct ecological
niches and resources that attract various species,
contributing significantly to the overall faunal diversity
of the area.

The wildlife monitoring is crucial in order to
know the status of species in a reserve. To know the



status of predators and prey species in a reserve,
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve implementing Phase 1V
Monitoring exercise directed by National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA) annually. This allows
us to track changes species populations and behaviour
over time and providing valuable insights into
population dynamics and ecological trends. This will
help in understanding the health of ecosystem and
making informed conservation decisions. One of the
non-invasive techniques is used in wildlife monitoring
is camera trapping. This technique allows us to
observe animals in their natural habitats without
disturbing them, captures moments that would
otherwise go unnoticed. From tiny mouse to giant
gaur, camera trap images in STR are documenting the
presence of elusive species of mammals and their
activities from the area and offer glimpse into secret

5/12/2021 12:10 AM

lives of mammals, enriching our understanding of the
behaviour and ecology, contributing in wildlife
research and conservation efforts, and highlighting
the importance of preserving their habitats.

In recent years, during Phase IV monitoring
and during regular monitoring, the first photographic
evidence of 5 mammalian species were recorded in
camera traps from Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. These are
Striped hyaena (Hyaena hyaena), southern tree shrew
(Anathana ellioti), white-tailed wood rat (Madromys
blanfordi), golden jackal (Canis aureus) and Indian fox
(Vulpes bengalensis). Some of these species have been
observed by the field staff, but existence of these
species in STR was confirmed only after camera trap
capture for that particular species. The details of
mammalian species recently captured in camera traps
firsttime from STR are as follows.

STRIPED HYAENA

Striped Hyaena (Hyaena hyaena) is known
for the long, laughing call that ends in a cackle,
which is heard at night in its habitat and given
rise to many superstitions about its
quasimagical prowess. They found in open
scrub and dry thorn forests, often found near
human habitation. Their habitat preference is
linked to availability of denning sites, which
could be caves in rocky terrain, burrows dug by
them or even those by porcupines. The Striped
hyaena was first time captured in camera traps
during regular monitoring on 12th May, 2021
near Ambavali Ghatmatha area in Valwan beat of

Kandat range (previously Bamnoli range) from Sahyadri Tiger Reserve. It is surprising that the presence of striped
hyaena in such high rainfall area. This is the only record of striped hyaena in whole STR. We didn’t find any image in

Phase IV Monitoring done in 2022, 2023 and
2024.
INDIAN FOX

Indian fox (Vulpes bengalensis) has bushy,
black-tipped tail. Which is 50-60 percent of the
body length. They found in open rocky country,
desert, and near human habitation and
agricultural fields. They seem to avoid tall
grasslands, dense forests, high hills and
mountains. In Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, Indian fox
is first time captured in camera traps during
Phase IV Monitoring, 2024 from Deur beat of | *
Patan range and observed regularly by the field
staff near Deur Protection camp.

02:00:16
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SOUTHERN TREE SHREW

The Southern tree shrew (Anathana ellioti)
also known as Madras tree shrew or Indian tree
shrew is an endemic species to peninsular India.
The species is present in eastern, central,
southwestern and southern parts of peninsular
India. This mammalian species is belonging to
order Scandentia, and showing affinities with
four other mammalian orders viz. Insectivora,
Carnivora, Rodentia and Primates. It is omnivore
species, feeds on seeds, fruits, insects, birds and
small mammals, earthworms and also feeds on
Agamid Lizard. It is first time captured in camera
traps during All India Tiger Estimation exercise in
2022. During Phase IV Monitoring, 2023, it is

again captured in camera traps from the same region (Golivane beat of Amba range) of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve.

WHITE-TAILED WOOD RAT

White-tailed wood rat (Madromys
blanfordi) is an adaptable forest and scrub rat that
is easily told apart by its bicoloured tail. This rat
builds its nest in tree hollows, but adapts to
building its nest in boulder crevices, too. In
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, the white-tailed wood

rat is first time captured in camera traps during &

Phase IV Monitoring, 2023 from Pimpari beat of
Bamnoli rage. It is certainly possible that other

rodent species, which have not yet been &

captured on camera traps, could be recorded in
the future from the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve.

Previously we didn't find golden jackal anywhere in STR. It is always observed in human landscape

just outside the buffer zone.

GOLDEN JACKAL

Golden jackal (Canis aureus) is a medium-
sized canid, a successful hunter, especially of
rodents, and a scavenger. Its eerie howls are
characteristic of the Indian countryside and
jungle. They found in forests, grasslands,
mangrove, urban and semi-urban areas and
tolerates human presence, thus often seen
around human settlements. In Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve, the golden jackal is
first time captured in camera
traps from Kolhapur Nivale
beat of Amba range during
Phase IV Monitoring, 2024.

Nilesh Patil
Ecologist,
Sahyadri Tiger reserve, Karad

SAHYADRI VARTA | 2024 | 11




STR-T1 Tiger from

>

Microscopic Perspective

My name is Aditya Ranjit Lad from Belagavi,
Karnataka. Currently, pursuing M.Sc. Bioinformatics
(Second year) from Bharati Vidyapeeth's, Rajiv Gandhi
Institute of Information Technology and
Biotechnology, Pune. Since childhood, I was always
been fascinated by wildlife, flora-fauna, behavior of

animals and biodiversity. As result, I pursued my
graduation in Zoology. I remember reading a small
article in college time which described how the
genetic composition can reveal the secret of entire

Scat collection on field

Hair extraction process in lab

habit, behavior, morphology, and health of an
organism. Thus, with the curiosity to learn about
wildlife through the sight of molecular biology, I
decided to take up Bioinformatics as my Masters
subject. After completing my first-year exam, I joined
the Tiger Cell of Sahyadri Tiger Reserve for the
summer internship
(May-June 2024)
with the reference
of Planet Earth
Foundation.

The
Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve (STR) is a
u n i g u e
conservation area in
the northern
Western Ghats of
Maharashtra.
However, the
overlapping
territories of human
communities and
wildlife in the buffer
zones and corridors lead to increased human-wildlife
interactions. Understanding prey preferences and
habitat requirements is essential for the survival of

e s | h i A AP

Hair characters under compound
microscope (400x)
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these predators and the stability of their populations.
For my internship, I was assigned with the research
task, “To analyse hair samples from collected scats of
Tiger and Co-predators for the identification of their
probable prey species and preparing reference slides
to develop a baseline data in Sahyadri Tiger Reserve.”

[ started my internship work on 6th May 2024.
To collect the scat samples of tiger and co-predators,
sampling kits (Zip-lock bag, silica gel and label) were
distributed to 8 ranges of STR. Four Tiger scats and
multiple leopard and dhole scats were collected. After
the collection of scat samples, I focused on tiger scats
of newly recorded STR-T1 tiger. The four tiger scats
were processed to extract undigested hair of prey in
laboratory. Further using a compound microscope, the

micro-histological characters of hair were analysed at
400X magnification and data was maintained in a
database. Additionally, hair samples of cattle and
probable prey species were collected and a reference
slide were prepared from Chandoli area. These
characters allowed us to identify the prey species by
comparing it to a reference slides.

The analysis of 4 Tiger Scats
(TS-1 to 4) revealed the remains of 3
large ungulate species. The prey
species identified from tiger scats
were Bos taurus (Feral Cattle-Cow),
Bubalus bubalis (Feral Cattle-Buffalo)
and Bos gaurus (Wild ungulate-
Gaur).

Aditya Lad
Intern, Tiger Cell,
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, Karad

TS-1 | Zolambi Core Dhebewadi | 17-12-2023 Indian Gaur -
(Bos gaurus)
TS-2 | Sidheshwar Core Chandoli 22-01-2024 Buffalo Feral
Purv (Bubalus bubalis)
TS-3 | Chandel East Core Chandoli 01-03-2024 Cow (Bos taurus) Feral
TS-3 | Gothane Core Amba 29-04-2024 Cow (Bos taurus) Feral

Table 2: Frequency of matched and unmatched hair of prey species in tiger scat (N = 4)

Analysis of 4 scats samples of STR-T1 Tiger

25

1.5

0.5

Bos gaurus (Gaur)

Bubalus bubalis (Buffalo)

Bos taurus (Cow)

Figure 1: Identified prey species in 4 scats samples of STR-T1 Tiger
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“DOES SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE
HAVE ENOUGH PREY BASE FOR TIGERS?”

“Does Sahyadri Tiger Reserve have enough
prey base for Tigers?”, this question became a topic of
debate over a decade about the Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve (STR). This question was raised while
proposing the only tiger reserve in western
Maharashtra and this question continued even after
its establishment for over a decade. STR and its lead
authorities and field officers has faced this question
from all levels, from social, political to administrative
authorities of district, division to state and central

organizations. STR officers tried their best to answer
this question for past 14 years in every possible way.
We are proud of them and STR for fighting this issue
for a long-time. But now it's time to answer this
question in scientific way to conclude and covert this
question into a tagline that “Yes, STR has enough prey
base for tigers”.

Prey Density in STR (REM Module)

The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) a national
scientific institute conducted a scientific survey as a
part of Tiger Recovery Project from 2017 to 2020.
Using camera trap data and random encounter
module (REM) framework. WII estimated the overall
prey species density 23.25 to 29.55 (per sg.km at 95%
CI) for 2017-2020 (table 1.1). To continue the on-

STR is situated in the mountain ranges of
northern Western Ghats called “Sahyadri”. Sahyadri
boasts a long and glorious history of the world
recognized emperor Chatrapati. Shivaji Maharaj.
Sahyadri has unique historical, cultural and natural
legacy. If we look back in history, Sahyadri has always
been an unsolved mystery for outsider invaders,
because they didn't understand the mystery and
hidden treasures and strength of Sahyadri until they
physically experienced it. Ultimately, Sahyadri played
_a crucial role in safeguarding
. the Maratha empire.

The mysterious
Sahyadri holds tremendous
natural treasures and which is
a reason of being World
Natural Heritage Site and
Global biodiversity hotspot.
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve is also
recognized as Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA),
Important Bird Area (IBA),
Important Medicinal Plant
Area (IMPA) and also known
. as “Land of endemic species”.
. These reorganizations have
. given to Sahyadri by global
scientific organizations like
UNESCO, IUCN, Birdlife
International, Conservation International, etc by
conducting years of scientific research. Hence, to
reveal and understand the real hidden mystery of
Sahyadri, we need a scientific vision. Let's look at
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve and its facts from a scientific
vision.

gonging tiger and prey species monitoring, STR
established a Tiger Cell in 2022. The research team of
Tiger Cell continued the camera trap survey for 2022-
23 and estimated the prey species density 26.43 per
sq.km using REM module. Following data in table and
graph shows the increase of overall prey density in STR
from 2017 to 2022.
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Camera trap efforts incresed in STR

500 Camera Trap Efforts
395
g 400 It was possible due to increase in
o
S 300 wildlife monitoring efforts through camera
§ 200 - - 165 trapsin STR over the years (Graph. B).
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Years . . .
Graph B. Increase of Camera Trap Efforts over the years Indlan gaurr Sambar' Wlld plg'
barking deer, mouse deer and four-
Phase IV : Increase in prey species density 2022-2023 horned antelope are the major ungulate
“ o species considered as main prey species
® for tiger and co-predators in STR. The prey
14 species individual densities were
2 ot o estimated using REM module on camera
10 - -
g 7164 7.064 o5 trap data for 2022 and 2023 as follows.
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LR L Ll increased significantly, from 7.164 to 18.4.

In 2022, there were 1,425 independent
captures of wild pigs, which rose to 2,608
captures in 2023. Gaur density increased
from 7.064 to 9.11. Sambar density increased from 2.648 to 4.55. Barking deer density increased from 1.979 to
3.73. Mouse deer and four-horned antelope density also showed increase. The overall comparison of prey
species density and independent capture (table 1.2) of 2022 and 2023 shows increase in prey species population.
The result of prey species shows that habitat management, wildlife monitoring and habitat protection efforts has
increased in STR over the years.

Graph C. Graph shows prey species density increase in 2022 and 2023

Feral Cattle as Additional Prey Base:

Cattle abandoned in the forest by relocated villages are known as feral cattle. There are camera trap
records and field staff observations were major carnivores observed feeding on feral cattle in STR. Hence, they are
considered as additional prey base for tiger and co-predators in STR. As per Phase IV survey conducted in 2022,
theindependent capture of feral cattle was 1043 and its occupancy was recorded in 23.79 % of area of STR.

SAHYADRI VARTA | 2024 | 15



Sr. Species Independent Independent
No P Captures (2022) Captures (2023)
1 Indian Gaur 2026 2401
2 Wild Pig 1425 2608
3 Sambar 595 695
4 Barking Deer 652 730
5 Mouse Deer 209 266
6 Four-horned 11 29
Atelope
7 Feral Cattle 1043 1567
Table 1.2. Table shows prey species independent captures  "7=7 " . ,
of 2022 and 2023 TRE AN
Four-horned Antelope
Independent Capture (2022-2023) 5/1/202

3000
2608

2500 2401
2000 2%
1567
1500 1425
1043
1000 o5 0% a5z 730
500 II II 209 266
29
mE
Wild Pig Gaur Sambar Barking deer Mouse deer Four-horned Feral Cattle

= 2022 = 2023 antelope

Graph D. Graph shows prey species independent capture
increase in 2022 and 2023

Sambar
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tigers based on current prey species population. As per the scientific estimation of WII, STR
can provide home for up to 24 individual tigers.

months and field staff and STR tiger cell was able to monitor its movement continuously. It
is a positive sign for the tiger recovery in STR. It is also indicated that there is enough prey
species populationin STR.
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Status of Tigers:

WII also conducted feasibility analysis for tigers and calculated carrying capacity of

An adult male tiger was recorded in Dec 2023, which stayed back in STR for past 6

Akash Patil
Ecologist,
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve, Karad
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NEWS OF SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE
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VARIOUS AWARENESS PROGRAMS

14th Foundation Day Awareness Program at
Junior College, Dhebewadi

Nature Education Tour at Patan Range for the National Nature Education Tour at Bhedbewadi Range for the
Harit Sena Students in collaboration with Social Forestry, Satara. National Harit Sena Students in collaboration with Social Forestry, Satara.

Nature walk at Koyna range with Shardabai Pawar Nature Education Tour at Koyna Range for the National
College, Jakatwadi, Satara. Harit Sena Students in collaboration with Social Forestry, Satara.

*  Marul tarf patan, Maharashtra, India

R - - by AT f
International Tiger Day awareness program at International Tiger Day Painting contest at
Shrimant. Dadasaheb Patankar Highschool, Mhavshi Maral School, Patan Range
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OFFICERS FIELD VISITS

Field visit at Bamnoli Kandat with Shekhar Singh, Field visit with Collector of Sangli District- Mr. Raja
Muncipal Commissioner PCMC, Pune Dayanidhi (I.A.S) at Chandoli division of STR.

| TS AFST A §|

TR (T3 ST ISR

Field VISIt of MP-Pench Tlger Reserve OfflClaIs at Welcomlng MP- Pench Tlger Reserve OfflClaIs
Bamnoli Range Office, Bamnoli. at Deputy D|rector Koyna Office, Karad.

Field visit of MP-Pench Tiger Reserve Officials at Visit of Retlred PCCF, (Wlldllfe) Mr NakV| Sir at
Chandoli Range with Deputy Director, Chandoli. DD, STR, Office Karad
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atitude: 17.166286
Longitude: 73 8 =

ion: 627.04:23m
Reioner ;

y. 568.4m
:01:24-2024 1017

STR-T1 Tiger tracking with Security Audit Field visit with Security Audit Authorities and DD,
Authorities at Chandoli Range. Koyna at Bamnoli-Kandat range protection camps.

—

3 days MSTIIPES Training of Trainee RFO Batch at ~ Checking of newly constructed field road
Sagareshwar wildlife sanctuary by Tiger Cell. in Amba range with DD, Koyna and DD, Chandoli.

Field visit and forest trek with CCF, CF & Field Director at Koyna Range.
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STAKEHOLDERS ENGAGEMENT

R A N

bl
Iy

Welcoming actor Mr. Sayaji Shinde,
Devra| Foundatlon team and CCF, CF & FD, STR

N i—m

!_ny,,m : = ——
Welcommg actor Mr. Sayaiji Shinde, Donation of Trunks for protection camps
Devrai Foundation team and CCF, CF & FD, STR. from Devrai Foundation.

Various benefits sharing with VEDC members
at Patan range.

IDBI Bank Rural Development program at Kandat and Bamnoli range.
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VARIOUS OTHER PROGRAMS

i I'H{M

Inauguration of “STR Gaurav Geet” at 14th Foundation Felicitation of stakeholders at 14th Foundation

Day of STR at Kundal Training Academy. Day of STR at Kundal Training Academy.

STR Officials at 14th Foundation Day of STR, Republic day-26th January,
Kundal Training Academy. 2024 celebration at Deputy Director, Koyna Office.
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“Forest Conservation and Late. Chatrapati. Shahu Maharaj- Group discussion workshop”
at Amba in coIIaborat|on with Malkapur range office and Amba Range Office.

Inaugurat|on of One day workshop” at Amba in collaboration Kolhapur Circle Forest Officers Conference,
with Malkapur range office and Amba Range Office.
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Certificate distribution to participants in Nisarga T-shirt distribution to participants in Nisarga Anubhav
Anubhav Program at Amba Range Office, Amba Program at Amba Range Office, Amba

STR wildlife Conservation messengers Voting booth, DD, Koyna participated in Dhole Conservation
Rasati during the Lok Sabha Election, 2024. Conference, Devrukh.

Mother quilt training workshop for VEDC women empowerment at Koyna range.
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PHASE -1 & PHASE- IV MONITORING AND TIGER RECOVERY PROJECT

o B

Phase-I MSTrIPE Ecological App Training at

Dhebewadi Range Office
&2 87

Prepared fully equipped Wildlife Transportation RRT Team giving presentation after returning from 7
Van for Tiger Translocation project. days on field training with RRTA, STPF and
VHF teams of Navegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve.

Construction of Tiger Enclosure at Chandoli division
STR-T1 male in STR. for the Tiger translocation project.
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KOLHAPUR CIRCLE ANNUAL SPORTS HOSTED BY STR

Inaugural parade at Kolhapur Circle Annual STR sports players participated in Kolhapur
Sports 2024 hosted by STR. Circle Annual Sports 2024

LV L

-~ B & H

; ) f e
Felicitation of CCF, Kolhapur during the Kolhapur Circle Drone view of final Kabbaddi Match, Kolhapur
Annual Sports 2024 hosted by STR at Kundal Academy. Circle Annual Sports 2024

Women final 400 m run competition. Men'’s Final 400 m run competition.
SCORE BOARD
- 171
. 136 133
- 77 79
m I I i
“ STR & KOLHAPUR SANGL RATNAGIRI SATARA  SAWANTWADI

KOLHAPUR  TERRITORIAL TERRITORIAL TERRITORIAL TERRITORIAL TERRITORIAL

» : \ i i il el WILDLIFE

Certificate distribution to the Winners by CCF Kilhapur. Live Final Score Board of Kolhapur Circle Annual
Sports 2024- Winner- Kolhapur Territorial Division.
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MEDICAL CAMP

TefREE (F=aia )iwars, HENd s wta Sicere dd owd A A,
ifires amfeeftendt eiud :- 8805837146, 9763994830, B055909101

Medical Camp at Kandat in collaboration with Medical Camp at Koynanagar in
Mandeshi Foundation, Mhaswad collaboration with Krishna Hospital, Karad

STAFF WELFARE

Celebrating the retirement of field staff
all protection camps in STR. member Mr. Aadsule at DD, Koyna office.

Field dress and shoes given to all field staff Rain wear given to all field staff
members, Patan range, Koyna division. members, Patan range, Koyna division.
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Gifting Carvan Music Station with the
hands of CF & FD, STR at Koyna.

Deputy Director, Koyna having interaction session with RFO, Sagareshwar giving overview of

newly joined forest guards on inaugural day of Three days Sagareshwar Wildlife Sanctuary.
Tra|n|ng Workshop at Kundal Training Academy.

RFO, Dhebewadi giving talk on human wildlife RFO, Dhebewadi giving talk on human
conflict and compensation method. wildlife conflict and compensation method.

Concluding session of the Three days residential work for newly joined forest guards.
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CONSERVATION EMPOWERMENT

Inauguration of Cyber Cell by CCF, Kolhapur at Inauguration of Tiger Cell at DD, STR, Karad Office

CF & FD Office, STR, Kolhapur by Actor Sayaji Shinde.
S " 1IGER Ui

......
......

. Al s | N

New Mobile-PDAs given to all field staff members
STR Foundation.

with the funding support from NTCA and

75 Carvan Music Stations donated by well wisher of

capacity of Tiger reserve for monitoring of wildlife and | ) i
STR for each protection camps in STR as a relaxing instrument.

effective protection of habitat.

Sleeping bags given to all protection camps in Newly constructed protection naka,
STR through CSR support. Kolne beat, Helwak Range.
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Huge Tiger and other wildlife painting inaugurated Inauguration of large Ecotourism Board by

on the occasion of International Tiger Day at Nature CF & FD, STR, and DD, Koyna at Karvat Kusawde

Information Centre of Range Forest Office, Amba Ecotourism Zone, Patan Range.

.

Large Ecotourism Board at Koyna-Helwak Inauguration of new Khuduplewadi Protection Camp with
Ecotourism Center, Rasati CF & FD, STR, and DD, STR, Patan Range, Koyna Division.

Pagoda constructed on the Safari route of Newly constructed Eco-tourism Entrance Gate at Udgiri
Bhairawgad, Helwak Range. check Post, Amba Range, Chandoli Division.

Un-Man protection barrier gate, Male beat, New Solar Pannel and watering system
Helwak Range. at Chandoli Khurd protection, Helwak Range.

e,
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STUDY TOURS & WORKSHOPS

it ’; g | Y B g TR P
Inter-state Meeting at Dandeli, Kali Tiger Reserve Inter-state Meeting at Dandeli, Kali Tiger Reserve
Karnataka, Maharashtra & Goa. Karnataka, Maharashtra & Goa.

Study tour for Tiger Recovery Project at Visit to WRTC, Gorewada, Nagpur for
NNTR-Pench, Nagpur landscape. Tiger Recovery Project.

i g - A

Visit to Rayat Science and Innovation Activity
Center, Satara.

%::E:::___._
e

Visit to Amboli Range Forest Office from STR-KTR Corridor
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PLANTATION

ce, Karad on
nment Day- 5th June 2024.
I SV s T

Plantation at Range Forest Office, Dhebewadi on Plantation at Koyna Ecotourism Campus on the
the occasion of World Environment Day- 5th June 2024.  occasion of World Environment Day- 5th June 2024.

~ T i

Plantation at Patan Ecotourism Zone on the occasion Plantation at Amba Ecotourism Campus on the
of World Environment Day- 5th June 2024. occasion of World Environment Day- 5th June 2024.
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Grass seed dispersal in Medows Plantation of ficus tree species stumps
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SCIENTIFIC REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS OF STR
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CO-PREDATORS AND PREY IN

SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE
MAHARASHTRA

ENDEMICS

F e S

ANNUAL REPORTJMSTrIPES'zoza

SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE, I(Owl:.lsl&l:&lﬁ

REPORT ‘

FIRST BREEDING RECORD OF ASIAN SMALL-CLAWED OTTER Aonyx
cinereus (ILLIGER, 1815) FROM SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE, WESTERN
GHATS, INDIA

Shantanu SHARMA', Uttam SAWANT?, Shah Nawaz JELIL', Akash PATIL'
Abhilasha SRIVASTAVA', Ramesh KRISHNAMURTHY'*

Dichradn, 245001, Unarakhand, India
B —

TIGER Congra:
N.
auu.s.%y“ﬂ L?N' PLAN

CORE Zong: 4
SAHYADR TiGeR peee
IGER
RO REfEWVE

AN ASSESSMENT OF WILDLIFE, THREATS, AND
BOTTLENECKS IN THE CORRIDOR BETWEEN
THE SRHYADRI AND KALI TIGER RESERVES

L
TECHNICAL REPORT 2024 (2824, First Bceding Record of Asan Small-Chawod Ot Asayx cinerews (Higer, 1$15) from Sabyadei
Tiger Rescrve, Wester Ghats, Indis. [UCN Onier Spec. € ., 41(1x 1523

- . Carmivare, Sabyadii Tiges Reserve

o2,
‘.— &

Ly { N i dlite INTRODUCTION

TIGE 'I{ —— la rust India is the westemmost range of the Asian Small-clawed Oner worldwide

(Wright et al., 2021). This species is distributed across northeast India, the Himalayan
fncthille. Factorn (thate and Wosctorn Cihate (Hueain 1000: Sharma ot 2l W14} The

2,

SAHYADR

TIGER
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Activity by SWRF, STR

FELLOWSHIP AND INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

Ms. Deepanjali Jambhale
Msc. Forestry, College of Forestry, Dapoli
Research Fellow, SWRF, STR

Thesis Topic: “Grasslands of STR, their status and usage by wild animals”

Ms. Urvija Dhoke
Msc. Forestry, College of Forestry, Dapoli
Research Fellow, SWRF, STR

Thesis Topic: “Impact of Exotic plantations on biodiversity in STR”

Ms. Susmita Patil
Msc. Zoology, Shivaji University, Kolhapur
Research Intern, SWRF, STR

Assignment: “Phase-IV Camera Trap data analysis”

Mr. Aditya Lad
Msc. Bioinformatics, Bharti Vidyapeeth, Pune
Research Intern, SWRF, STR

Assignment: “To analyse hair samples from collected scats of Tiger and
Co-predators for the identification of their probable prey species in
“Sahyadri Tiger Reserve.”

Mr. Saksham Shree

Msc. Biodiversity & Conservation, Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University,
New Delhi

Research Intern, SWRF, STR

Assignment: “To analyse hair samples from collected scats of Tiger and
Co-predators for the identification of their probable prey species in
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve.”

Mr. Vishal Pawar

Msc. Geoinformatics, Shivaji University, Kolhapur
Research Intern, SWRF, STR

Assignment: “Analysis of MSTIIPES Patrolling data and
Phase-IV Camera Trap data.”

Mr. Sushant Gurav
Msc. Geoinformatics, Shivaji University, Kolhapur

Research Intern, SWRF, STR

Assignment: “Analysis of MSTrIPES Patrolling data and
Phase-IV Camera Trap data.”
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Malabar Parakeet Common Banded Peacock Atlas Moth
(Psittacula columboides) (Papilio crino) (Attacus atlas)
© Sachin Dhaigude, © Vilas Nangare-Patil, © Shivaji Patil,
Education Extension Office Chandoli Range Forester, Chandoli Range

s

HETeHeT

Travancore Wolf Snake Great Indian Hornbill Fan-throated Lizard
(Lycodon travancoricus) (Buceros bicornis) (Sarada superba)
© Sumit Chalke, © Arvind Patil, © Vinayak Kadam,

Kondawale Koyna Range

foromT i/ =y

Golden Jackal Ground Mushroom White-eyed buzzard
(Canis aureus) (Tylopilus sp.) (Butastur teesa)
© Nandakumar Nalawade, © Shishupal Pawar, © Swapnil Shendge,
RFO, Chandoli Range RFO, Patan Range Forest Guard, Bamnoli Range
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EBEGES

T HY T=ReTP, pet ameft W= wxeror
ATAT PRATT AT JET0T

gt g gen AfeRas!, gHERt, ufigpd gamM=
3 ey, garars, a9 quEr W

AT T

B AL AT ARG G

Tt faT et Sret g,

T AT FID, ATSAT HIGoId gaait
SR} feRaS A/, ATITEaR TRARet.

g ALY ThT AT T ST WA aTedl, FHPS T
TAT AT o &7 FRT ST & TR Mg, 8T I AT,
3T WA, a=auTvait aEe THgIe gerag!, et orRit arsht A
3nfor Sufaar gRonwTSt FROT F=auTolt, Pied, velt watr, wivda M.
qrafaat SivTel TATied IRy T ATSHIT AT, HRATE SXpIos]
3nfor Sugdt A gRAAdTIRIA TSI It FAT AT, AT TRIBT,
Regar araran srfearT AT UTgH! a1e, = STl A
AT Shara AR T STg FgURHT, ST STl Y.
gezal fodt wrdl fRem HHTST PP a1, DRl ABNT HEIT
SIqAT &7 37ge 3aT facreior TEUL Rl I faw Wqa e Jeqw,
IS ST RIS IgTar YRIRTERT ©Tq T BRI STEHT TATH
QITaRT XA a9 YN STar TRIE! AT ARG PR, AT IIGVATAT TAT,
el HAT §T IRAT ST 3TATT MR WGt AT, YTt W Sftardt ag=
el BI% 99 WeI-Hsdrd o HERTEICT T8l SHI 3MTe, e fahelt wgrm,
YS! HRd AT 31 SR aRNAT AElTgaT, g o I
AT TRT SFIT e TEUMT Taf 31Ty, B aR WERTEE o1,
3T Ht TIReTH, ST |t aERETH
T FEATAT HRETH ! ot
\fros '
HANT ARV 1S
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0 THE OFFICE OF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS & FIELD DIRECTOR,

A SAHYADRI TIGER RESERVE, KOLHAPUR

SAHYADRI

Vanvardhan, Opp. Post Head Office, Tarabai Park,Kolhapur -416003, Maharashstra, India
Ph.: 0231-2653632 Fx. : 0231-2659233, Email : ccfwlkopstr@mahaforest.gov.in




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52

