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1 P.LL.No.09/10
FARAD CONTINUATION SHEET No
NAGPUR BENCH AT NAGPUR _
mmmmw‘ ;

BHARAT NAGAR NAGRIK MANDAL

OfﬁceNohes.OﬁceMenmndaofCorm. Court's or Judge's orders ¥
appearances, Court's orders of directions { g
and Registrar's orders

Mr. S. 8, Sanyal, Advocat for the petitioner.
Mr.J.B. KasatAd\mlefurRemumno.i
Mr. N. W, Sm,Govthadarhrmspnrusntno. 2.

CORAM _ : P.B.MAJMUDAR AND P.B. VARALE, J.,
DATE ;22 FEBRUARY, 2012.

Heard the learned counsel for the parties.

By way of this writ petition, the petitioner-
Mandal has raised the point regarding catching and
relocating the monkeys of two areas of Nagpur city
namely Bharat Nagar and Ravi Nagar, which posed
danger to the residents of these areas.

The leamed Government Pleader today
states before this Court that as per his instructions,
till this date 44 monkeys have been captured by the
Corporation and they have been sent to the nearby
forest, which is located at a distance of 60 Kms near
Ramtek tahsil,

Considering the statement made by the
leamed Government Pleader, it is dear that the
authority has taken steps regarding capturing the
monkeys and now they have been re-settled in the
forest area, which is at a far distance from Nagpur

‘: : city. Inviewofihesam,shceﬂ!aauﬂnrityis




2 P.I.L.No.09/10

already taking the steps for catching the monkeys
from the different areas, including the areas in,..
question i.e. Bharat Nagar and Ravi Nagar, now it i's'fi_' -
not necessary to keep the matter pending. Howsver, >
the authority is directed to regularly take-folow-up
action in this regard and in case any .e‘o‘rp'piaint is
received from any area, the appropriate steps should
be taken for catching the monkeys. As in the instant
case, it is brought to the ‘otice of this Court that
somebody has died because of the attack of the
monkeys, the authority is directed to be more vigilant
in this behalf and to see that such type of incident
may not happeﬁ in future.

~ Subject to these directions, the Public
Interest Litigation is disposed of.

.\,_

JUDGE JUDGE
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Forest Department

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE
TO HANDLE
MONKEY/LANGUR - MAN CONFLICT SITUATION
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Do not offer food to monkeys and langurs
let them get their food from nature themselves
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Forest Department Maharashtra State

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

To Handle Monkey/Langur Conflict Situation
1.0 Background

Monkeys (Rhesus macaque; scientificname Macacamulata)
and Common Langurs (scientific
name: Presbytis entellus) are covered
underpaerI of schedule IT of Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972. They occur in
forests as well as in agriculture areas
and in human habitations. Humans
and Monkey/Langur co-exist for years
together. There is a sense of immunity
towards monkeys/langurs because of their mention in the
mythological literature. People usually do not resort to kill the
monkey/langur irrespective of the nuisance casused by them. On
the contrary, it is seen at religious and tourist places that people
enjoy feeding these animals. Normally monkeys/langurs do not
harm humans. However, sometimes, a monkey/langur becomes
violent; attacks humans; bites and injures them; sneaks in to house
and takes away the etables. This behavior results into unrest and
tense atmoshphere against the monkey/langur. Forest
Department is asked to tackle this problem. This S.O.P. is
intended to give guidance about the measures to be taken in such
situaﬁ'om

' 2.0 Reasons behind Monkey |
¢ /Langur-Man conflict:-

- 2.1 Due to internal struggle
;_’ttoupes of monkeys/langurs

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-

MAN CONFLICT SITUATION



Forest Department Maharashtra State %’

or due to periodic physiological changes, a monkey/langur may
become aggressive for some period.

2.2 Insufficient natural food availability due to
encroachment of human beings on the foliage/flowers/fruits in
the forests.

2.3 People feed monkyes/langurs and make them
dependent on for easy food. Their natural instinct to obtain food
on their own is lost. Such an animal, when easy food is not
available, tends to snatch it.

2.4 In the event of a monkey/langur is cornered in a bid to
harm it, the animal gets irritated and attacks humans.

2.5 Capturing a problematic monkey/langur from one place
and releasing it in the altogether new habitat where it doesn’t get
adapted.

3.0 StudyArea:-

This S.0.P has been prepared on the basis of the information
available in Thane, Nasik and Aurangabad Forets Circles The
names of forest ranges prone to Monkey/ Lan@r -man conflict

?B

areshowninthe Annexure 9.6 B il

4.0 General Objectives:- :
Written guidelines are issued to handle th
C nuisance to human beings from Monkey/Langur

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGU
MAN CONFLICT SITUATION



Forest Department Maharashtra State

4.1

42
4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

Safeguard the life of the Monkey/Langur in conflict
situation.

Safeguard the human life in above situations.

Ensure use of appropriate techniques in rescueing the
Monkey/Langur from conflict situation.

Give clear guidance to local people and field staff on this
1Ssue.

Provide guidance to staff to be ever attentive to handle
emergency situations.

Data base will be developed.

5.0 Classification of Problems:

5.1 Monkey/Langur attacks on
humans, bruises & bites
them.

5.2 Monkey/Langur snatches things
from people, sneaks in the houses for
food items-fruits.

There are no records of crop or

orchard damage from Monkey
/Langur in Thane, Nasik, and
Aurangabad circles. Hence, it is not
included in this S.O.P.

6.0 Standard Operating Procedure to handle attacks

on humans in Rural Areas:-

©

Monkeys/Langour attacks on standing person or bruises or

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-
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bites them.

6.1. Concerned staff will inform Range Forest Officer
immediately after getting the news. A rescue team headed by a
Forester & 5-6 forest staff will visit the affected site within 24
hours. Type and spread of the problem its limit will be assessed.
The problematic Monkey/Langur will be searched out. Its
movement will be monitored continuously through staff or nature
lover non-Government individuals.

6.2 Concerned Police Inspector and Tahsildar will be informed.
Police force will be sought to control the mob.

6.3 People will be alerted with the use of megaphone. A request
will be made to people that they, particularly the women and small
children should be kept away from the affected area. Villagers will
be appealed to maintain peace & co-operate the staff.

6.4 The rescue team will observe behaviour of
Monkey/Langur. The Non Government Organisation or
individuals having knowledge in the matter will be included in this
operation. Possiblility of solving the problem without capturing
Monkey/Langur will be checked out. It is observed that the male
langurs become violent sometimes in rainy season. Generally this
situation lasts for 3 to 7 days. The langur becomes normal
afterwards.

6.5 In case it is observed that the aggressiveness in the
Monkey/Langur is subsiding, after the agitated crowd has

@ dispursed, the animal will be given a chance to calm down itself

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR- /
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within 12 hrs. A vigil will be kept with the help of NGI, NGOs for
three days. If the head of the rescue team sees no signs of calming
down of Monkey/Langur, he will take a decision regarding
capturing the animal.

6.6 The operation of capturing will be carried out under the
surveillance of atleast a Forester. Rapid Action Team will be
called, if needed.

6.7 The police team incharge will be informed about the action
plan. Arrangement will be made to disperse the crowd.

6.8 If it is decided to capture the Monkey/Langur, method of
the same will be worked out. Monkey/Langur can be captured by
three methods. Tranquilization, Trapping in the cage, Use of a
Taser Gun.

6.8.1 Tranquilization:-

If the Monkey/Langur is hidden in a house, or in highly
populated area, Monkey/Langur, will be, as far as possible,
capfured by tranquillization method. If the tree is short and it is
possible to hold a net underneath, then tranquilization of Monkey
/Langur on that tree can also be
thought of.

6.8.2. The team leader will get an
oral order atleast from the Range
Forest Officer to tranquillize the
animal.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-
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6.8.3 Method of tranquillization of wild animals is well

established in the Forest Department. Rapid Action Team will
follow the procedure given in it.

6.8.4 In the event of death of the wild animal during the process
of tranquillization, the staff will not be held responsible.

6.9 Capturingina cage:-

In an open ground or in the area having tall trees, the
Monkey/Langur can be lured with
food to capture it in the cage.
Following procedure will be followed
in this regard.

6.9.1 When it is decided to capture
Monkey/Langur, arrangement for
experienced persons, equipments,
vehicles will be made.

6.9.2 Efforts will be initiated to
capture the Monkey/Langur with the
help of experienced people listed by
the Forest Department. Information
of these people is given in the Annexure 9.5 Preééution should be
taken not to let the problematic Monkey/Langur get any sort of
suspicion. As Monkey/Langur are very sharp, staring at them or
waiving etc., should be avoided. The problematic animal will be
watched in such a way that it should not get any doubt Cages will

be kept ready.
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6.9.3 Anappeal will be made to the public not to feed the Monkey
/ Langurin that area.

6.9.4 The person capturing Monkey
/Langur will handle food items in
such a way that the animal should not
get any doubt and the person should
eat the eatable himself. He will let
some eatable things drop on the
ground intentionally and will pick
them up. These activities will be
visible to the Monkey/Langur.
However, the person will avoid any
eye contact with the animals.

6.9.5 Later, the person will, very
casually, keep the food items near the
cage and then in the cage itself and
will move away from the cage in a very normal manner. As
Monkeys are attracted to fruits and the Langoors are attracted to
groundnut, these food items will be used.

6.9.6 An arrangement should be made in such a way that when the
problematic Monkey/Langur enters the cage, the door will get
shut.

6.9.7 The cage with the captured Monkey/ Langur will be moved
immediately away from human surrounding and will be keptina
temporary shelter and safe place.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-
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6.9.8 The captured Monkey/Langur will be examined by a
Veterinary Officer and efforts will be made to ascertain the reason
behind aggressive behavior of the animal. Treatment will be given
as prescribed.

6.9.9 In case the Veterinary Officer is fully satisfied about physical
and psychological health of the animal in question, the animal
will be, at the earliest, released in or near its original habitat in the
presence of the Veterinary Officer. In order to keep a watch on its
post release behavior, a colour sign will be marked on its body.

6.9.10 Behaviour of the so released Monkey/Langur will be
studied atleast for two weeks through local nature lover
individuals or non-government-organization.

6.10 Use of Taser Gun:-
Use of Taser Gun is not yet established, however its use will
; be thought of. This gun is not lethal. It
is used to immobilise the animal for a
very short period during which it can be
captured easily.

6.10.1 The team leader will take an
order from atleast Range Forest Officer
for immobilizing Morﬁiey/Langur
through the Taser gun.

6.11 Public awareness PTOBl‘meswﬂl
be continued in order to avoid si
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problems in future. An outline of such programme is given in
Annexure9.3.

6.12 In-charge of the Govt. hospitals in the region will be
requested to maintain enough stock of anti-rabies injections.

6.13 The persons injured by Monkey/Langur will be treated in
the hospital.

6.14 Concerned Territorial Range Forest Office will maintain a
record of the actions taken. Details of it are given in Annexure 9.4
Assistant Conservator of Forests will take it review on a regular
basis.

7.0 Standard Operating Procedure to tackle situation
of Snatching of food items, sneaking into the house to
steal food , fruits and other items in Rural Areas,

7.1  Suchmonkey/languris usually harmless. Itishabituated to
readily available food. There is no intention to attack or injure
humans. Therefore the animal will not be captured. People in the
area will be told to take precautition.

72 & head of the rescue team is of the opinion that behavior of
monkey/langur had become violent, then it will be decided
whether to follow the procedure giveninSr.no.6.1t06.10.5

8.0 Problems in areas of Municipal Corporations/

Councils :-

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-
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If the conflict situation as described at Sr. No. 6 &7 ar ag
the Municipal area, primary responsibility to tackle the situation
will lie with the administrator of concerned Municipal
Corporation/ Council. He will provide required manpower and
material. Conerned Range Forest Officer (Territorial) will provide
technical guidance. The Municipal Corporation/ Council will
undertake the responsibility of informing police and revenue
authorities, maintaining law and order, controlling the crowd,
procuring services of veterinary officer, etc. The procedure will be
aslaid downinSr.No.6.1to 6.10.5

The Municipal Corporation/ Council will give prior
intimation to the Conerned Range Forest Officer (Territorial) and
send report of the action. Copy of the ruling on 22 February 2012,
by Hon. Bombay High Court, Nagpur Bench regarding the
nuisance of monkeys in Municipal areas, is attached at Annexure
9.7.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-
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ANNEXURE 9.1

Required Manpower, Vehicles & Temporary Shelter
Each Forest Division will have a Rapid Action Team of 6 persons,
headed by an officer of atleast Range Forest Officer level. One
Forester, Two Forest Guards, and 2 Forest Labourers will be in the
Team. This Rapid Action Team will tackle the situations arising
with respect to any wild animal and as requested by local rescue
team leaders. There will be one vehicle with this team. This team
will be trained to handle emergency situations with respect to wild
animals. Monthly practice session will be conducted.

Required Vehicles

Many forest divisions have developed vehicles for rescue purpose.
On that basis the Rapid Action Team will have atleast one Rescue
Van. Besides, there will be a pick-up van and also a mini truck,
where the trucks are difficult to obtain on hire basis. This will be
dicided as per the local situations.

Temperory Shelter

In order to keep the captured animal temporarily for the purpose
of conducting veterinary checking, to calm down the animal, to
observe its behavior, atleast one temporary shelter will be provided
in each division. This shelter will be in the natural ambiance,
away from human crowd and noise. A shed will be erected for
protection from sun and rain. The place will have easy availability
of veterinary aid.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-
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ANNEXURE 9.2

Required Cages And Equipments
Cages:-

It is observed that the Monkey/Langoor capturing people
use cages designed by themselves. Concerned Deputy
Conservator of Forests will decide, in consultation with the
expert/experienced persons the size, making, design of the cage
and get these cages prepared. The cages, as far as possible, will be
made of fibre glass and will be closed. Details of the cages
currently in use and their operation is given.

Cages Used To Capture Monkeys/langurs

A) Types & Structure of Cages:-

1) Monkey/Langur trapping cage:- At present the people
involved in capturing monkeys/langurs use self designed cages,
particulars are which are given below. Their size, design and

material can be changed.

The cage has two compartments. It dos’nt have
flooring. All of its sitds are made of steel mesh and the sides can
be separated. While irecting the cage, all these sides are tied to

@ each other at the corners with the help metal wire. Coponants of
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cage are under:

%* Two vertical sides and one ceiling side- total 3 pieces.
Each of these pieces
is made of steel
mesh and is
normally 4 feet x
3feet size. No door
is provided on these
sides.

¥* Two horizontal sides at two ends: Total 2 pieces. Size of
cach piece is 3 feet x 3 feet. These sides are provided with door of
size 2 feet x 1 feet at the lower half portion. A frame with steel
mesh is used to open and close the door. This mesh door moves up
& down with the help of a rope tied on its upper end. The rope is
taken over a pully on the ceiling to a long distance. A person can
open or close the door with the help of this rope.
¥ Middle horizontal side: 1 piece. Its size & structure is
similar to the rear end side. It is used to divide the cage into two
compartments. Itisused to shifta monkey/langur captured in the
first compartment to the rear Compartment. Its door can be
opened or closed with the help of rope.
¥*  All the sides of the cage are dismantled when the work is
over.

2) Transport Cage :

They are of different size. The animal in the trapping cage
is shifted to this cage. A cage of 3 feet height, 3 feet width & 3-4
feetlength can be used to accommodate upto 5 monkeys/langurs.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-
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More animals can be accommodated if there are more cages.
Light weight cages are easy to handle. The cages used by the
monkey/langur captures are usually made of steel bars and hence,
are too heavy.

B) Use of the cages:-

As described earlier, the loose sides of the cage are tied
together with the help of a metal wire and trapping cage is
constructed. The door at the one end is opened with the help of a
rope and etables are kept inside. Usually, the monkey/langur
making nuisance is a leader & bold enough to enter the cage
through the door for food. The door is closed at that instant. Then
the monkey/langur is forced to enter the rear compartment with
the help of a stick. The front compartment is used again if
necessary. Other monkeys/langurs also enter the cage following
the leader. They are captured only if it is necessary.

The monkeys/langurs captured and kept in the rear
compartment in the trapping cage are shifted to the transport cage.
For this purpose, doors of these two cages are brought face to face
& are opened. Using a stick the animals are forced to move to the
transport cage. The transport cage is then lifted or pushed to the
vehicle

Equipments:-

The equipments given here are
indicative. The list shall be revised as
perlocal needs.

1. Permanent Equipments:

A) Nets:- Size will be decided locally. In
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case a taser gun is used, the team will capture the monkey /
langur with the help of nets.

B) Rope:-Total number 5, length 100 mts each. Will be
usefulto control the crowd.

C) Magaphone:- Will be used to address the crowd
andto give them instructions.

D)  First Aid Box:- It will be used for primary
treatment of sudden, casual injuries.

2, Things of occasional importance:-

Food items such as fruits, fried gram, groundnuts, peanut etc, that
attract Monkey/Langur.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-
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ANNEXURE 9.3
Outline Of Awareness Programme
1. Information on behavior of Monkies and Langurs,
based on scientific basis and in easy language, will be given. The
people in the area will be made aware about the natural habit of
Monkeys and Langurs which is harmed when human beings offer
them easy food. With the changed habit, these animals tend to
become bold and aggressive, Hence, the people will be made
aware, through various media, so that they will refrain from
feeding these wild animals.

2. People in the prone area should carry food items in
closed bags.

3. People in the prone area should be told to keep doors
closed.

4. People should be requested to install grills on the
windows.

5. People should be requested not to struggle with
Monkey/Langur to get back food items which are snatched from
them by the animals.

6. Regular contact with villagers in the affected area.
Discussions will be arranged, precautionary/ prohibitory
measures will be given due publicity. Informative booklets will be
distributed. Film shows will be arranged where ever possible.
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7. Management authority of hotels, schools, marriage halls
etc., will be cautioned against throwing of waste food in open.

8. In order to prevent the devotees from feeding
Monkies/Langurs near religious and tourist places, awareness
drive will be initiated with the help of management authority of
such places.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE TO HANDLE MONKEY/LANGUR-
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Annexure 9.4

Record Of Actions
A) Register of events:- Details of each incident on the
following points will be noted.
Location map showing latitude-longitude of the incident.
When and how the problem has arisen.
Exact species, number and place.
Type of nuisance.
Detailed noting of day to day action taken.
Condition of the animal after capture.
Remark of veterinary science expert.
Date, time and place of release.

SOOI S 2l CHER i Oall B fr

Behaviour of the released animal in that new location.
Names of injured people.

Type of injuries.

Treatment given etc.,

[ S G —
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Other related information also can be noted down if
needed. Reasons behind the violent behavior of the
monkey/langur will be found out and noted. Besides, a video
recording of the handling of the situation at various stages will be
done and be kept in the library.

B) Register of awareness campaign:-

In the areas with frequent Monkey/Langur-Man conflict
cases, a register showing awareness activities conducted in the
area will be maintained at Range Level. Activities in the form of
village rally, discussions with villagers, poster publication,
distribution of booklets, banners, wall paintings, film show will be
taken and will be noted in the register regularly.
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These names are gi

ANNEXURE 9.5

Persons Experienced In
Capturing monkey/langur

likely to change in future,

L' Shri Samadhan R/0 Ambhai, Tq Sillod,

Somnath Giri

2 Shri Sandeep
Somnath Girj

3 Shri Krushan
Somnath Giri

4 Shri Hakim
Shaikh

5| Shri Shankar

STANDARD OPERATING p|
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Dist. Aurangabad

R/0 Ambhaj, Tq Sillod,
Dist. Aurangabad

R/0 Ambhaj, Tq Sillod,
Dist. Aurangabad

R/o Chembur,
Mumbai

R/0 Mumpbaj

Ven as per the available information and ig

9423451826/ 9960008254
krushnagj:i46@ gmail.com
9960008334
krushnagiride @ gmail.com
8390535393
krushnagiri46@ gmail.com
9867836935

9702398488
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ANNEXURE 9.6
The Ranges Prone To Conflict

1 Nasik West Nasik Nasik
East Nasik Chandwad, Yewla, Kalwan,
Nandgaon
2 Thane Thane Thane, Mumbai & Kalayan

3 Aurangabad Aurangabad  Sillod, Vaijapur, Kannad,
Ajantha, Khultabad &

Jalna North..
Nanded Nanded, Mudkhed, Mahur,
Bhokar, Kinwat & Degloor
Parbhani Parbhani,
Beed Patoda & Beed,
Hingoli Aundha (East) & Hingoli

Osmanabad Ausa.
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ANNEXURE 9.7
Copy Of The Ruling Given By Hon. Mumbaj High
Court, Nagpur Bench On 22 F ebruary 2012

1 P.l.L.No.09/10
mmumumm__.
NAGPUR BENCH AT NAGPUR _
EQEUG_[NIEBE&LLW

BHARAT NAGAR NAGRIK MANDAL

Mr. 8. S. Sanyal, Advocate for the petitioner.
Mr. J. B, Katat.Ad\McainforRBspondemno.'l
Mr.N. W, Sarnh-a,GovLHeaderformapondemnn.z.

CORAM_ : P.B.MAJMUDAR AND P.B. VARALE, JJ.
DATE ;22 FEBRUARY, 2012.

Heard the learned counsel for the parties.

By way of this writ petition, the petitioner-
Mandal has raised the point regarding catching and
relocating the monkeys of two areas of Nagpur city
namely Bharat Nagar and Ravi Nagar, which posed
danger to the residents of these areas.

The learned Government Pleader today
states before this Court that as per his instructions,
till this date 44 monkeys have been captured by the
Corporation and they have been sent to the nearby
forest, which is located at a distance of 60 Kms near
Ramtek tahsil.

Considering the statement made by the
learned Government Pleader, it Is dear that the
authority has taken steps regarding capturing the
monkeys and now they have been re-settled In the
forest area, which Is at a far distance from Nagpur

city. rnviewofﬂ'nesame.sincameaummwis
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already taking the steps for catching the monkeys
from the different areas, including the areas in
question i.e. Bharat Nagar and Ravi Nagar, now it is
not necessary to keep the matter pending. However,
the authority is directed to regularly take follow-up
action in this regard and in case any complaint is
received from any area, the appropriate steps should
be taken for catching the monkeys. As in the instant
case, it is brought to the notice of this Court that
somebody has died because of the attack of the
monkeys, the authority is directed to be more vigilant
in this behalf and to see that such type of incident
may not happen in future.

Subject to these directions, the Public
Interest Litigation is disposed of.

JUDGE JUDGE
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ANNEXURE 9.8
The Committee Constituted To Prepare The S.O.P.

(Ref:- Principal Chief Conservator of Forests M.S. Nagpur's letter
No D-23(4)/cn/68/625 dated 21st May 2015)

1 ' Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Chairman
(Wildlife) Nasik

2  Chief Conservator of Forests (T) Aurangabad Member
3  Chief Conservator of Forests (T) Thane Member

4 Dr Dilip Yardi, Member
Honorary Wildlife Warden, Aurangabad

5 | Shri. Mayur Kamath, Member
Honorary Wildlife Warden, Thane

6 Shri Pawan S. Sharma, R.A.W. Member
Mumbai (Non Govt. Institution)

7  Shri Samadhan Somnath Giri, Member
R/0 Ambhai, Tq Sillold, Dist. Aurangabad

8 ' Dy. Conservator of Forests, (T) Aurangabad Member
Secretary
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